
Vol.2, No.4, March - April 2021 www.ecieco.org PBNewsECI Letter

We are not
unaware of 
each other

ECI Cultural Digest  Vol.2, No.4, March - April 2021

NewsECI Letter

ECO Cultural Institute held the 
celebration of “Nowruz, an Occasion for 
Solidarity” on Wednesday evening, March 
18, 2021 to mark the arrival of spring 
and to promote solidarity and friendship 
among the peoples of the ECO region.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, 
in the international event held in ECI 
with the presence of Gholam-Ali Haddad 
Adel, President of the Academy of Persian 
Language and Literature, Ambassadors 
of Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Pakistan and a 
group of ambassadors and diplomats from 
other countries, Sarvar Bakhti, the President 
of the ECO Cultural Institute, in his 
welcoming speech addressed the 
participants and said: “The emergence of 
Nowruz has always been tied with traditions 
and one thing that is common is that 
Nowruz is a symbol for great change and 
the victory of light over darkness.”

The ECI president continued by 
reading verses from the Shahnameh by 
the great Iranian epic poet Ferdowsi and 
stated: “Shahnameh credits the foundation 
of Nowruz in the best way.”

He said: “Nowruz is a symbol of joy, 
happiness and purity, in which families and friends come together to share happiness and to throw 
away sorrow. Before Nowruz they clean their homes and wash away the suffering of the past 
along with this ancient tradition.”

The president of ECO Cultural Institute said: “Nowruz is the spiritual connection point of the 
people, which is celebrated in different ways across the world and people share congratulatory 
message of happy wishes. Nowruz is placed in the hearts and minds of the people because of the 
messages of friendship, tolerance and affection, and it has been celebrated for thousands of years.” 

The president of ECO Cultural Institute called Nowruz the resurrection of nature and the return 
of spring and said: “ECO Cultural Institute, despite the obstacles posed by the Coronavirus, used 
all available capacities to celebrate “Nowruz, an Occasion for Solidarity”, as an opportunity to 
gather again on the eve of this blessed celebration. 

Bakhti said: “We hope that sickness and troubles stay behind in the past year and in the solar 
New Year the sun of hope and joy, purity and kindness shine in the sky of our region and peace 
and tranquility rule the earth.” 

Bakhti added: “On the eve of Nowruz, ECO Cultural Institute published the ECO Heritage 
special issue in English with the content mostly produced by young scientists in the region, 
with an aim to pass on the glorious cultural values to future generations. Today the Institute has 
displayed Nowruz table of ECO countries along with an impressive handicrafts exhibition and 
photo exhibition of ceremonies and traditions Nowruz.”

In the end, he wished health, tranquility, happiness, and well-being for all the people of Nowruz 
region. 

Abdul Ghafoor Liwal, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, also recited 
excerpts from the poem “Mullah Mohammadjan” and thanked the ECO Cultural Institute for 
celebrating Nowruz and holding a ceremony in accordance with health protocols.

Referring to the spring flowers growing in the plains of Afghanistan and the arrival of spring, 
he said: “On behalf of the Afghan people, I congratulate the government and the embassy on Eid 
of the nature, the renewal of trees, flowers, Nowruz and the joy of the people. I hope peace will 
prevail in Afghanistan, the region and the world. I hope the disease eradicate and in the coming 
years and the following Nowruz be celebrated in all ECO cities from Kabul, Kandahar, Lahore, 
Tashkent, Dushanbe, Tehran and all other cities in peace and tranquility, let us be together and this 
institution establish Nowruz festival in all cities and this celebration of solidarity will always last.

Gholam-Ali Haddad Adel congratulated the Nowruz celebrations and said: “Nowruz is a change 
of century this year and will be repeated one hundred more to go to another century.”

The president of the Academy of Persian Language and Literature thanked the president of 
the ECO Cultural Institute and said: “The ECI president is from Tajikistan and the people of 
Tajikistan like many people in the region are deeply familiar with common cultural values and 
ancient traditions as well as personalities like Ferdowsi and Roudaki.”

Haddad Adel, stating that Nowruz is our eternal and universal celebration and belongs to all our 
nations, said: “Nowruz is a celebration that belongs to all people. For everyone it is pleasant to 
celebrate the beginning of spring and rebirth of nature.” Nowruz is a heavenly occasion. The sun 
passes through the vernal equinox and the heavens determine Nowruz. Nowruz is not subject to 
the decision of the people and is beyond the earthly differences.

He said: “Maybe we have differences and diversity of tastes in customs and language and 
religion in politics, but there is no difference in spring equinox. Nowruz is based in the sky so that 
the disputed hand of man does not reach there.”

Haddad Adel said: “Nowruz is the beginning of spring and the beginning of the growth and revival 
of nature, Iranians have long considered Nowruz to be the beginning of a new year and established the 
solar year and the most accurate calendar in the world was recorded as the Jalali calendar.”

The president of the Academy of Persian Language and Literature said: “Nowruz is full of 
memories, myths and customs of all nations of the region; Nowruz rituals are a common table for 
all of us, which all the nations of the region are sitting around it.” 

He said: “Whereas some powerful countries are seeking to create animosity among 

nations, Nowruz should be blessed because it is a messenger of peace, happiness, friendship and 
solidarity for the humankind.”

Haddad Adel said: “I wish that the year 1400 brings all the peoples of the region as well as 
the world health and happiness.”

The president of the Academy of Persian Language and Literature also told reporters: “The 
countries of the Nowruz region were very tasteful and chose such a refreshing time to start their 

year. Some of these countries are 
Persian-speaking, but Nowruz 
is for both Iranians and Persian 
speakers, non-Persian speakers 
like the people of Tajikistan 
and Afghanistan, the people 
of Bukhara and Samarkand 
celebrate it all.

Haddad Adel referred to the 
sanctions and severe economic 
pressures on the Iranian people 
in 1399 and added: “The enemies 
shall rest assured that our 
resistance will increase. The 
Iranian nation will overcome 
all problems with the same 
resistance.” 

The president of the Academy 
of Persian Language and 
Literature said about the elections 
facing the Iranian people in 1400: 
“This year’s election is on the 

way, and the people should consider the issues and care about and decide which candidate 
they support. All Iranians should work for the country’s development. Differences of taste and 
opinion should not cause divisions.”

Haddad Adel said: “Nowruz symbols and rituals can bring all the peoples of the countries 
of the region round the Nowruz Table- the table of friendship and solidarity. Nowruz has the 
capacity to create solidarity for a thousand reasons.”

In this ceremony, in addition to the speech of the President of the Academy of Persian 
Language and Literature of Iran and the expression of the views of special guests about the 
common ritual of Nowruz, the joint Nowruz table of the ECO region was unveiled.

On the side of this international celebration, an exhibition of photographs and handicrafts 
from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan was opened, as well as artists from the ECO region performed 
music from the region and the guests visited the exhibition.

 ECO Cultural Institute Celebrates International Nowruz Festival

 Sixth Gole Badam Festival in Daykundi Province
 ’Nowruz Rites and Traditions in Iran’ published in Nakhchivan 
 Zarif: Iran Ready to Cooperate with Tajikistan, Afghanistan in Cul-

tural Program
 Vaccination, the Only Way to Conquer COVID-19, Kazakh President
 Kyrgyz Minister of Education Attends UNESCO Meeting
 Book by Iranian Poet Shafi’ei Kadkani Published in Pakistan
 “Nowruz” Heralds Peace and Friendship in the World
 Erdogan Congratulates Turkish National Football Team

 Divan of Magtymguly Pyragy Rendered into Persian
 Nowruz; the Most Popular Festival in Uzbekistan
 Bilkent to Confer Honorary Doctorates on Özlem Türeci and Uğur Şahin
 Afghan Swimmer Breaks Records in Russian Swimming Competitions
 Azerbaijan Pays Tribute to Maestro Farhad Fakhreddini

 ECI Convenes 32nd ECI-CPR Meeting
 Two Iranian Stories Published in Kazakh Language
 Nisanur Erbil, Runner-up in the World Fencing Championships

 ECI Releases “The Tree of Words”
  

 Kyrgyz President, Iranian FM Discuss Bilateral Cooperation
  ECI Publishes 2nd Issue of Newsletter

 Uzbek Foreign Minister Meets with CICA’s Executive Secretary
 Afghanistan Pays Tribute to Ali-Shir Nava’i
 30-meter Decorative Wheat Germ in Dushanbe

 Secretary-General, at Economic and Social Council Forum, Spells Out 
Priority Areas for Urgent Action in Response to, Recovery from COVID-19

c o n t e n t s

Announced in the international 
celebration of “Nowruz, An 
Occasion for Solidarity”:

ECO Cultural Institute Celebrates 
International Nowruz Festival

   

1
2

3

4



Vol.2, No.4, March - April 2021 www.ecieco.org 2NewsECI Letter

Sixth Gole Badam Festival in Daykundi Province
   

The six

th Gole Badam Cultural-Artistic Festival was held in 
Daykundi with the participation of officials, cultural 
figures, artists and hundreds of citizens of the province.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting Bakhtar 
Agency; at a ceremony held in the capital city of Nili 
District in Daykundi Province of Afghanistan Mohammad Zia 
Hamdard, the former governor of Daykundi, said: “Almonds 
are the main agriculture product in the Province and many 
families base their subsistence on it.” 

‘Nowruz Rites and Traditions in Iran’ published in 
Nakhchivan 

The book, ‘Nowruz Rites and Traditions in Iran’ has been 
translated into Azeri and published by Abolfazl Rabi’ei, 
Iran’s Cultural Attaché to Nakhchivan.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting public 
relations of Islamic Culture and Relations Organization (ICRO), 
the book is about the philosophy and origin of Nowruz and the 
customs and traditions of different Iranian ethnic groups, such 
as arranging the Haft-Seen table, cleaning the house, visiting 
the acquaintances and so on.

“This work also considers Nowruz in other countries of 
the region and the world, including Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Iraq and Egypt, and presents attractive 
images of the glorious Nowruz celebration,” he said. 

Abolfazl Rabiee added: “The book “Nowruz Rites and 
Traditions in Iran” is a good reference for those interested in 
Iranian culture, customs and traditions as well as researchers 
and scholars in Azeri language.”

Those who are interested may refer to https://nakhchivan.
icro.ir/uploads/298_651_42_null.pdf and download the PDF 
file of this book. 

Zarif: Iran Ready to Cooperate with Tajikistan, 
Afghanistan in Cultural Program

  

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
highlighted the importance of cooperation between 
Iran, Afghanistan and Tajikistan in the creation of 
convergence and stability in the region and announced Iran’s 
readiness to cooperate within the framework of an operational 
program.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, during a 
trilateral meeting between the Foreign Ministers of Iran, 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan on the sidelines of the “Heart of Asia” 
conference in Dushanbe, while emphasizing the importance 
of cooperation between the three countries in creating 
convergence and stability in the region, Mohammad Javad 

Zarif announced Iran’s readiness to start cultural cooperation 
in the form of an operational plan.

Expressing respect for Iran’s rich culture, the Tajik 
Foreign Minister called the cultural commonalities of the three 
countries of Iran, Tajikistan and Afghanistan a supreme 
example of regional convergence, and recalled the ancient 
ritual of Nowruz and proposed joint cultural programs between 
the three countries.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan, while 
appreciating the common views of the three countries on 
regional issues, announced his readiness to pursue economic, 
cultural and political cooperation between the three countries 
based on a single operational roadmap. 

 
Vaccination, the Only Way to Conquer COVID-19, 
Kazakh President

   
Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev said that the country managed 
to overcome the most acute stage of the 
pandemic. The President noted that 
vaccination is the only way to completely 
defeat the coronavirus infection.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, 
quoting Fars News Agency in Dushanbe, 

Kazakhstan’s President, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, commented 
on the results of the country’s one-year struggle against the 
Coronavirus pandemic on his Twitter page.

A year has passed since the WHO declared the pandemic 
outbreak. Kazakhstan as well as the entire world has passed 
through lots of difficulties. The Government took decisive 
measures to protect people’s lives and health. People received 
financial and other assistance as the country declared the state 
of emergency. Thanks to unity, mutual support the country 
overcame the most acute phase of the pandemic. But the 
cruel disease still poses a threat, the Twitter post of the President 
reads.

Kyrgyz Minister of Education Attends UNESCO 
Meeting

   

Minister of Education and Science of Kyrgyzstan 
Almazbek Beishenaliev took part in an online meeting on 
the topic “One year with COVID: a priority to restore 
education to avoid a catastrophe for today’s generation.”

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting Fars News 
Agency, the high-level online meeting, which was attended by 
ministers of education from 114 countries around the world, 

was organized by UNESCO.
The purpose of this meeting was to exchange practical 

experience based on knowledge and facts and supported by 
effective multilateral interaction and cooperation in an 
unprecedented situation to shape the process of recovery of the 
work of educational organizations.

At the meeting, the ministers shared their experience in 
organizing the educational process in secondary schools and 
distance learning in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In his speech on the topic: “Resuming the work of schools, 
defining priorities and supporting teachers,” Beishenaliev said 
that educational content Kyrgyzstan was converted into an 
online format, more than 7000 video lessons were prepared, 
which were broadcast on 2 state TV channels.

Beishenaliev stressed that the government of the Kyrgyz 
Republic refused to issue one general order to close educational 
institutions throughout the country, instead, the country gave 
the local authorities the opportunity to independently decide 
on the suspension of the educational process, depending on the 
epidemiological situation on the ground.

Book by Iranian Poet Shafi’ei Kadkani Published in 
Pakistan

The book ‘Periods of Persian Poetry’ by Iranian poet, 
scholar and academic Mohammad-Reza Shafi’ei Kadkani 
has been translated into Urdu and recently published in 
Pakistan.

The book has been published by Iran’s Cultural Attaché 
to Peshawar in cooperation with the Center for Organizing 
the Translation and Publication of Islamic Teachings and 
Humanities, ECO Cultural Institute reported.

‘Periods of Persian Poetry’ has been translated into Urdu 
by Ali Komail Ghezelbash and released in 184 pages and 
1000 copies in Peshawar, Pakistan, to be available for those 
interested in Persian language and literature.

Born in 1939 Nishapur, Razavi Khorasan province of 
Iran, Shafi’ei Kadkani is a professor of literature at Tehran 
University. He is known for his works on literary criticism and 
modern Persian poetry.

The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
Tajikistan stated:
“Nowruz” Heralds Peace and Friendship in the World

Iran’s Ambassador to Tajikistan described “Nowruz” 
as promising global understanding and strengthening 
national solidarity.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, Mohammad Taghi 
Saberi, the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
Tajikistan referred to the significant role of Nowruz in 
providing unity among different ethnic groups and nations 
and said: “Nowruz celebration is the annual joy which heralds 
global understanding and cultural ties between neighboring 
or distant nations. Numerous evidences can be found to prove 
the idea that the need for strengthening cultural relations 
among different people and ethnic groups has roots in Nowruz 
celebration.”

 
Erdogan Congratulates Turkish National Football 
Team

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan held a phone conversation 
with the players of the Turkish National Football Team and 
congratulated them for defeating the Netherlands 4-2 in the 
first match of the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qualifiers.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute quoting Turkish 
Presidential Communication Center, President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan spoke with the players and the team’s coach, Şenol 
Güneş, via the mobile phone of Youth and Sports Minister 
Mehmet Muharrem Kasapoglu, who met with the players after 
the game in the locker room. During the call, Turkish Football 
Federation President Nihat Özdemir accompanied the players.
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Divan of Magtymguly Pyragy Rendered into Persian
   

The divan of Magtymguly Pyragy, a great poet of the 18th 
century, has been translated into Persian.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting IRNA, a 
team of translators consisting of Mashhadqoli Qezel, Musa 
Jorjani, Hajji Mohammad Qaranjik, Khal-Mohammad 
Peqeh and Asher-Mohammad Raufi has spent eight years 
rendering the collection into Persian, the team announced in a press 
release published on Wednesday.

The collection translated in 95 sessions will be published in 
four volumes in the near future.

Magtymguly Pyragy, also spelled Makhtumqoli Faraghi, was 
a Turkmen spiritual leader, philosophical poet and Sufi who is 
considered to be the father of Turkmen literature and the most 
famous figure in Turkmen literary history.

Born in C. 1733 in Hajjigowshan, a village near Gonbad-e 
Qabus in the modern-day province of Golestan, Iran, 
Magtymguly received his early education in the Persian and 
Arabic languages from his father, Dowletmammet Azady, a 
leading Turkmen scholar.

Magtymguly’s poetry is often personal and takes up 
universal themes. His work includes elegies on the deaths 
of his father and children, the disappearance of his brothers, 
incitements to Turkmen unity, tirades against unjust Muslim 
teachers of religion and khans, praises of Muslim religious 
figures, and laments over losing his lover to another man.

His mausoleum is located in Aq-Tuqai village in Iran’s 
Golestan Province.

A 4-meter concrete sculpture of Magtymguly is scheduled to 
be set up in a major square of Gonbad-e Qabus, in the near future.

 
Nowruz; the Most Popular Festival in Uzbekistan

   

Nowruz is the most important and popular spring festival 
in Uzbekistan and a symbol of the revival of nature and 
human beings.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting Fars 
News Agency in Tashkent, Nowruz holiday in Uzbekistan is 
one of the most beloved, colorful, and fun-filled celebrations 
in the country. This joyous festival with brilliant historical 
background is closely linked to the belief of the people of the 
Orient to the universe, the sun and the earth. During Nowruz, 
all grievances and resentments are left behind, conflicts are 
settled, and mutual respect, harmony and solidarity are 
strengthened among people.

According to tradition, people who prepare to celebrate 
Nowruz share many experiences. The main ritual of Nowruz 
is watching music concerts and local dances, which is 
considered as a folk tradition. Nowruz is a celebration of purity, 
awakening, renewal and spiritual perfection for the people of 
Uzbekistan. The ancient Nowruz has preserved its nature and 
has gained fresh richness focusing the country’s independence, 
and at the same time it has become a celebration of friendship, 
coexistence and solidarity. 

Bilkent to Confer Honorary Doctorates on Özlem 
Türeci and Uğur Şahin

On March 5, the Bilkent University Board of Trustees 
approved the University Senate’s proposal to confer honorary 
doctorates upon Dr. Özlem Türeci and Prof. Uğur Şahin.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting Bilkent 
University in Ankara, Prof. Uğur Şahin and Dr. Özlem 
Türeci, the co-founders of BioNtech, the German biotechnology 
company that produced the Coronavirus vaccine, will be 
awarded honorary doctorates.

Both Prof. Şahin and Dr. Türeci are physicians and academics 
with a research background in oncology and immunology, 
as well as entrepreneurs who have founded two companies. 
Prof. Şahin is BioNTech’s CEO, while Dr. Türeci, as the 
company’s chief medical officer, is responsible for clinical 
research and development.

As two of the founders of the Germany-based 
biotechnology company BioNTech, Dr. Türeci and Prof. 
Şahin played a central role in the development of a COVID-19 
vaccine in less than a year.

It is planned to hold a ceremony at Bilkent in the near future 
to confer the honorary doctorates.

        

ECI Convenes 32nd ECI-CPR Meeting
  The 32nd meeting of the Council of Permanent 
Representatives of ECO Cultural Institute (ECI-CPR) was 
held at the headquarters of this organization.

According to ECO Cultural Institute, at the 32nd ECI-CPR 
meeting, ambassadors of Afghanistan, and Tajikistan and 
the representative of Pakistan’s ambassador, Director 
General, Multilateral and International Economic Cooperation, 
president of the ECO Cultural institute and cultural experts 
from member states discuss the ECI activities and programs 
including the budget of the Institute for the year 2021. 

Council of Permanent Representatives is comprised of the 
ambassadors and representatives of ECI member countries that 
convene regularly to review and endorse cultural activities of 
this international organization.

 
Afghan Swimmer Breaks Records in Russian Swim-
ming Competitions

  
Fahim Anwari made two new records in the Russian 
swimming competition yesterday.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting Bakhtar 
News Agency, Banafsheh Faizi, the head of publications for 
the National Olympic Committee, said that Afghan swimmer, 
Fahim Anwari, set two records, one for the 50-meter 
butterfly stroke in 28.79 seconds, and the other for the 50-meter 
breaststroke in 31.89 seconds.

Azerbaijan Pays Tribute to Maestro Farhad 
Fakhreddini

  

 
National Academy of the Republic of Azerbaijan honored 
maestro Farhad Fakhreddini in an online seminar for his 
lifetime achievements in Iranian music.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting International 
Service of the Radio News Agency from Baku, a seminar was held 
at the Academy of Music of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Baku 
to honor maestro Farhad Fakhreddini, Iranian great composer 
and the former conductor of the National Orchestra of Iran.

At the seminar which was held online, 25 musicians from the 
universities of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Iran`s cultural 
Attaché to the Republic of Azerbaijan were participated to pay 
tribute to the great Iranian musician.

 
Two Iranian Stories Published in Kazakh Language

   

The short stories “Farsi is Sweet” by 
Mohammad-Ali Jamalzadeh and 
“Suitcase” by Bozorg Alavi have been 

translated into Kazakh Language by Ainash Kassym.
According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting ISNA, the 

translation of the story “Farsi is Sweet” has been published in 
the newspaper “Kazakh Literature” and the story of “Suitcase” 
has been published in the newspaper “Qala and Dala”.

Ainash Kassym, who has translated many works from 
Persian into Kazakh and vice versa, has previously translated 
Jamalzadeh’s story “Kabab-e Ghaz” into Kazakh and 
published it in the Kazakh Literary newspaper, which is the 
most prestigious literary newspaper in Kazakhstan, at the 
discretion of the Kazakh readers.

He also recently translated Rasoul Parvizi’s book “The Story 
of My Glasses” into Kazakh, which is now published in Aq 
Zelkin, a teen magazine.

        

ECI Releases “The Tree of Words”
   

The book “The Tree of Words 
(Collection of Minimal Stories)” 
translated into Persian by famous 
Pakistani writer, Mubasher-Ali 
Zaidi, has been published in 224 
pages for the first time by the 
ECO Cultural Institute.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, The Tree of 
Words (a collection of minimal stories) has become further 
enriched with the introduction by Sarvar Bakhti, the president 
of ECO Cultural Institute, contains 103 short stories in 100 
words in Urdu which has been translated into Persian by 
Ahmad Shahriyar and edited by Zahra Aslani.

The themes of the stories are often the tangible issues of 
human life today in which the author aims to draw readers’ 
attention to the ordinary experiences and realities of everyday 
life that are sometimes taken for granted.

In introduction, Sarvar Bakhti writes about the background 
of storytelling and mythology in Urdu. It reads: “The vast field 
of Pakistani national literature, a comprehensive picture of 
values and norms of life, a record of courage and chivalry, 
stories of zeal and patriotism, legends of love and affection, 
and bitter and sweet stories of life depict dreams and feelings 
of defeat and victory in the form of poems, stories and fables.”

The paperback book in 224 pages offers the readers a new way 
to understand the works and perspectives of Pakistani writers.

To order the book contact +9821 27673246

Nisanur Erbil, Runner-up in the World Fencing 
Championships

The Turkish national athlete, Nisanur Erbil, won a silver 
medal at the Fencing World Championships of the Stars 
and the Youth in Cairo, Egypt.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting Anadolu 
News Agency, the Turkish Fencing Federation announced that 
Nisanur Erbil, the country’s national athlete, won a silver medal 

at the Fencing World 
Championships of the 
Stars and the Youth in 
Cairo, Egypt.

Nisanur advanced 
to the semifinals 
by defeating her 
Bulgarian, French, 
and Egyptian rivals. 
The Turkish national 

athlete defeated her Russian rival by 15-13.
In the finale, she lost to her South Korean rival by one point 

(14-15) and became the runner-up in this category of world 
championships.
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Kyrgyz President, Iranian FM Discuss Bilateral 
Cooperation
   

Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov met on Tuesday Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif in Bishkek, the 
capital of Kyrgyzstan.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, during the meeting, 
the two sides exchanged views on expanding cooperation in 
policy, trade, economy, culture, as well as investment between 
the two countries. 

“Our doors are always open to Iranian small- and 
medium-sized businesses to invest in the economy of 
Kyrgyzstan,” Japarov said. “We are currently making great 
efforts to create a favorable environment for foreign investors.”

Touching on cultural and humanitarian cooperation, the 
president thanked Iran for sponsoring a sports complex in the 
city of Osh. 

Zarif also thanked Kyrgyzstan for supporting Iran in the 
international arena in various fields, saying Tehran is ready to 
cooperate with Bishkek. 

Underlining the common historical and cultural ties, he said 
bilateral cooperation in roads and transportation is a priority.

In the end, Mohammad Javad Zarif, on behalf of the 
President of Iran, invited Japarov to visit Tehran. 

 

Uzbek Foreign Minister Meets with CICA’s Executive 
Secretary

   

The Uzbek Foreign Minister met with the Executive 
Secretary of the Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence-Building in Asia.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting Fars 

News Agency in Tashkent, Uzbek Foreign Minister Abdulaziz 
Kamilov, on a working visit to Tajikistan, met with Kairat 
Sarybay, Executive Secretary of the Conference on Interaction 
and Confidence-Building in Asia.

During the meeting, Uzbekistan’s cooperation in the 
framework of the conference was discussed.

Sarybay valued Uzbekistan’s co-operation with the 
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building in Asia.

The Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building 
in Asia (CICA) was first proposed by the then President of 
Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, on October 5, 1992, during 
the 47th session of the UN General Assembly.

The theme of the CICA’s Regional Conference is interaction 
and measures, strategies and ways to achieve confidence in 
Asia.

The Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building in 
Asia currently has 27 key members.
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ECI Publishes 2nd Issue of Newsletter

The second issue of the ECI 
Newsletter was published in 
English, with more than 260 
news items from ECO 
member countries.

According to the ECO Cultural 
Institute, the second issue of 

the ECI Newsletter was published in full color with the 
motto “We Are Not Unaware of Each Other”. The Newsletter 
embodies news about history, culture, society, literature, 
sport and art from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and 
the ECO Cultural Institute from December 2020 to March 2021.

“Afghan and Iranian Students Shine at WRICOS 2020”; 
“Afghan Women’s Poetry and Storytelling Night in Ghazni”; 

“A Report on the Recognition of Jami in Azerbaijan”; 
“Keeping Nine Hundred Thousand Pages of Documents about 
History of Tehran in the National Archives of Iran”; “The 
only Uzbek Theater Reopens in Kazakhstan”; “Kyrgyz Young 
Painters Exhibition”; “Best Asian Peace Film Festival in 
Pakistan”; “Tajikistan-Kyrgyzstan to Strengthen Cultural 
Tourism”; “Kamal Khujandi International Conference in 
Tajikistan”;“Denizli, Turkey, the Center of Nine Million-year-old 
Fossils”; “Establishment of Research and Production 
Centers in Turkmen Universities” are some of the titles that this 
issue contains.

This issue of the newsletter has been published under the 
supervision of Sarvar Bakhti, president of the ECO Cultural 
Institute. Mohammad Mahmoudi is the editor in chief and 
Zahra Aslani the administrative manager.

The ECI Newsletter aims to present a clear image from the 
cultural events of the ECO member countries and to deliver the 
message of cultural diplomacy to the authorities, organizations, 
universities, museums, and other scientific, educational, 
cultural centers of the 10 ECO member countries. 

Secretary-General, at Economic and Social Council 
Forum, Spells Out Priority Areas for Urgent Action 
in Response to, Recovery from COVID-19

Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ 
remarks to the opening of the 2021 Economic and Social 
Council Forum on Financing for Development:

More than 3 million people have lost their lives.  Some 120 
million people have fallen back into extreme poverty, while 
about 255 million full-time jobs have been lost.  We have seen 
the worst recession in 90 years  .

Advancing an equitable global response and recovery from 
the pandemic is putting multilateralism to the test.  So far, it is 
a test we have failed.  The vaccination effort is one example. 
Just 10 countries across the world account for around 75 per 
cent of global vaccinations. Many countries have yet to start 
vaccinating their health-care workers and most vulnerable 
citizens. A global vaccine gap threatens everyone’s health and 
well-being. Inequalities are also growing within countries, as 
women and girls and the most vulnerable groups have been 
hit the hardest by the pandemic. Nearly 170 million children 
around the world have been out of school for a year.  

We are here today to set the course for an equitable, 
sustainable and resilient response and recovery from 
COVID-19.  I call for urgent action in six areas.

First, vaccines must be available to all countries in need. 
Second, we must reverse the fall in concessional financing, 
including in middle-income countries. Third, we must make 
sure funds go where they are needed most. Fourth, we must 
address the debt crisis with debt suspension, relief, and 
liquidity provided for countries that need it.  The G20’s 
support for an extension of the Debt Service Suspension 
Initiative (DSSI) to the end of this year is welcome; but I 
urge a further extension into 2022. Fifth, we must invest in 
people.  We need a new social contract, based on solidarity and 
investments in education, decent and green jobs, social 
protection, and health systems. Sixth, we need to relaunch 
economies in a sustainable and equitable manner, 
consistent with the Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris 
Agreement.

We are missing a once-in-a-generation opportunity for 
bold, creative solutions that will strengthen the response and 
recovery, while accelerating progress across the entire 2030 
Agenda and the Paris Agreement.  The COVID-19 pandemic 
is our most immediate challenge

Afghanistan Pays Tribute to Ali-Shir Nava’i

Afghanistan paid tribute Wednesday to the legendary 
15th-century literary figure Ali-Shir Nava’i in an 
international symposium at his birthplace in western 
Herat province.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, quoting Bakhtar 
News Agency, the symposium was in connection with the 580th 
anniversary of the birth of this world-renowned poet, writer, 
politician, linguist, and painter. Delegates from Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, and 
Turkey also took part in the seminar, which was attended by 
a number of ministers, researchers, novelists, cultural figures, 
and more than 1,500 domestic guests from Afghanistan.

At the beginning of the seminar, Mohammad Shaker Kargar, 
Director Chief of Staff to the Office of the President of the 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, welcomed the participants 
and spoke about the importance of the seminar and the 
re-reading of the thoughts of Amir Ali-Shir Nava’i.

In his message on the occasion, President Ashraf Ghani 
hailed the ideas of Nava’i in regard to common regional 
culture.

“The regional cooperation in the fields of culture and 
economy and the ideas of the peace-loving thinkers will 
lead us to a path free of violence. We consider the role of 
culture important in an environment free of violence, regional 
cooperation and national unity,”

30-meter Decorative Wheat Germ in Dushanbe
   
 

On the occasion of Nowruz, the central square of Dushanbe 
is decorated with a 30- meter decorative structure of wheat 
germ and other elements of this ancient festival.

According to the ECO Cultural Institute, the central square 
of the Tajikistan capital Dushanbe is decorated with a large 
decorative structure of wheat germ as a symbol of the national 
New Year to celebrate the ancient festival of Nowruz.

Although International Nowruz will not be widely celebrated 
in Tajikistan this year due to the Coronavirus pandemic, a large 
wheat germ decoration has been installed in Dushanbe as an 
initiative made by local traders. 


