
ECO TIMES
The Monthly Economic/ Social/ Cultural News Magazine of  ECO Cultural Institute        December  2009

"ECO Day" Special Issue
2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Tourism

Rl. 25000. (Iran),  $ 2.50 (ECO Region), $ 4.00 ( Outside ECO Region)



Our sincere 
felicitations on 
the occasion of  

ECO Day!

Promoting Sustainable Economic 
Development & Integration

Trade and 
Development Bank



3

INBOX
“ECO Day”       5 -

EDITORIAL
"Sustainable Food Security, the  -
Inalienable Human Rights  
of All People"       5

NEWS

Regional News •	
Economy       6 -
Culture                                           10 -

Inside ECO•	  
 We Celebrate...                            12 -
 Message of Secretary General  14 -

CONTENTS

 Messages Received                     15 -
 ECO Day Reception                    17 -
 Interview with ECO Secretary  -
General, Muhammad Yahya 
Maroufi                                          18

 ECO Secretariat                       •	 22

 ECO Cultural Institute  •	 26

 ECO Trade & Development  •	
Bank                                            30

SpECIAL REpORT
ECI Coordinates 1st ECO  -
Printing & Packaging Fair          31

IN FOCUS
The 2nd ECO Ministerial  -
Meeting on Tourism    32
ECI Submits Draft ECO   -
Tourist Guide-Book   33
“Culture Could Not Be Confined  -
to Earthly Limitations”, ECI 
President    34
Statement by Mr. Fatih Unlu,  -
ECO Deputy Secretary General        36

ECONOMY

 Trade & Investment•	
Some Good Reasons Why Invest  -
in Rep. Azerbaijan?                    38

Managing Director
Dr. Hojjatollah Ayyubi
President, ECI

Head of Supervisory Board
Hafiz Muhammad Jamil Owaisi

Editor in Chief
Ali Sabzalian

Assistant to Editor in Chief
Fereydoun Tarapour

Editorial Board 
Parisa Firouzkouhi 
Maryam Shafa 
Sikandar Abbas Zeidi

Photographers
Taymaz Kaviani

Graphic Designer
Arash Torabi
straw.board@gmail.com

Distribution
Diplomatic Missions, ECO Government 
Ministries, Universities, Libraries, 
Airlines & Private Sectors inside & 
outside ECO Region

Address: No. 27, Pardis St., Molla Sadra 
Ave., Vanak Sq., Tehran (I.R. Iran)
P.O.Box: 19395/6414, Tehran (I.R.Iran)
Tel: (+98-21) 88795330-1
Email: info@ecieco.org
            order@ecieco.org
Website: www.ecieco.org

In The Name of Most High   "Then I Followed My Destiny..."

 ECO Day Celebration  2009

Mohammad Yahya Maroufi, Ex-Ambassador of the I.R. Afghanistan to Iran has 
commenced his new career as ECO Secretary General. Having served in several 
high raking positions in the Afghan government inside and outside the country, he 
is now sitting atop the 10-nation, Tehran-based Economic Cooperation Organiza-
tion. He believes that ECO should perform its regional responsibilities. With a plan 
in hand, he is determined to further deepen its relations with international agen-
cies, regional peers, and individual States; Interview, p.18.

A reception was held at the ECO 
Secretariat, to commemorate the 
17th Anniversary of the expansion 
of Economic Cooperation Organiza-
tion (ECO), from a 3 Member group-
ing to a 10 Member regional alliance 
in 1992. Inside ECO, p. 12.  
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 ECO Tourism Ministers Meet in Turkey

 ECI Coordinates 1st ECO Printing Fair

The 1st ECO International Print-
ing and Packaging Industries Ex-
hibition (PECO 2009) was held on 
November 19-23, 2009 in Mash-
had, Iran. More than 350 local and 
foreign companies and also over 
30 reputable commercial brands 
in the printing and packaging in-
dustries participated in the fair in 
different sections such as Pre-press 
Systems, Press Machinery and Sys-
tems, Bookbinding and Post Press 
Machinery and Systems, Corrugat-
ing Machinery and Services, Paper 
and Offset Printing Machinery; 
Special Report, p.31.

The 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Tourism was held in Antalya, October 23, 
2009. ECI delegation, led by ECI President, Dr. Hojjatollah Ayyubi, attended 
the Meeting. ECI submitted the 4th draft of the 532-paged, ECO Tourist Guide 
–Book, published in digital format and in limited number containing critical 
tourism information of Member countries. A final 3-month-time was given to 
Member States to review the content of the Book and inform ECI for the publica-
tion of the Book in large quantity; In Focus, p.32.

Economic Cooperation Organization is 
an intergovernmental regional organization 
established in 1985 by Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Republic of 
Turkey for the purpose of promoting economic, 
technical and cultural cooperation among the 
Member States. It is the successor organization 
of what was the Regional Cooperation for 
Development (RCD), founded in 1964, which 
ended activities in 1979. In the fall of 1992, the 
ECO expanded to include seven new Members, 
namely Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic 
of Azerbaijan, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Republic of Uzbekistan. ECO's secretariat 
and cultural department are located in Tehran. 
ECO Cultural Institute (ECI) is affiliated with 
ECO and aims at fostering, understanding and 
the preservation of the rich cultural heritage of its 
Members through common projects in the field 
of the media, literature, art, philosophy, sport and 
education.

Note:
The views expressed by the writers/ authors of 
the articles, published in "ECO Times" do not 
necessarily represent the views of ECI, but are 
the personal views of the authors themselves. ECI 
reserves the right/discretion to amend, revise, edit, 
delete or scrutinize any part or portion of the text 
as and wherever deemed necessary.

Aya Sophia Mosque, Istan-
bul, Turkey
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EdiTOrial

"Sustainable Food Security, the Inalienable 
Human Rights of All people"

Today, almost one in every six peo-
ple on earth wakes up, not know-

ing whether they will have enough 
to eat.  On any one day, more than 
17,000 children will die of hunger 
- one every five seconds, 6 million a 
year, UN Report warns. These are the 
most vulnerable and voiceless people 
in the world - poor, hungry families 
suffering from the prolonged impact 
of stubbornly high food prices, the 
global financial crisis, and the in-
creased frequency of climate-related 
disasters such as drought and hurri-
canes mostly caused by the affluent 
societies. 
Currently about 13 percent of ECO 
population is undernourished; in 
other words, 58 million people of 
ECO suffer from lack of sufficient 
food supplies. The overall rate of un-
dernourishment in the ECO region 
is below that of developing countries 

as, by the year 2025, ECO region will 
still need 16 million tons of additional 
food products to meet its food re-
quirements.
It was against this background that 
recently the World Food Summit was 
convened at FAO Headquarters in 
Rome ( Italy ) from Nov 16-18, 2009. 
This historic event, comprised five 
days of meetings at the highest level 
with representatives from 185 coun-
tries and the European Community. 
The Summit brought together close 
to 10,000 participants, and provided 
a forum for debate on one of the most 
important issues facing world com-
munity in the new millennium - the 
imperative of eradicating hunger.
The objective of the Summit was to re-
new global commitment at the highest 
political level to eliminate hunger and 
malnutrition, and to achieve sustain-
able food security for all people

ECO was represented at this impor-
tant event, by its Secretary General, 
Mr. Yahya Maroofi, who voiced ECO 
region's concern about this major 
drawback, when he justifiably said: 
"Sustainable Food Security is the In-
alienable Human Rights of All Peo-
ple" as recognized by this declaration 
of the Summit .
Considering the current situation, 
there is an urgent need for develop-
ment of sustainable agricultural sys-
tems in the ECO region, in order to 
improve productivity and enhance 
food security. Although the agricul-
ture sector has a great potential in 
intra-regional trade in the ECO re-
gion, it is also crucially important for 
ECO to effectively collaborate with 
the international community in this 
regard. 

-Editor

Message of Felicitation on 
“ECO Day”

November 28th of each year marks the Anniversary of the expansion of ECO from a 3- member organization to a 
10- member strong regional grouping. To commemorate this important Day and as a show of solidarity, usually 
congratulatory messages from ECO Heads of States are addressed to ECO Secretary General. 
ECO Times has published the highlights of those messages in the section "In Focus", however, here we have de-
picted a unique message of felicitation on ECO Day sent to ECO Times, by Mrs. Soraya Maroufi, the wife of Mr. 
Mohammed Yahya Maroufi, the honorable ECO Secretary General, which we are so grateful for her insight and 
prudence as displayed in this letter:

Today we celebrate the anniversary of an organization that has successfully established 
itself as a dynamic regional organization dedicated to ensuring the economic and 
social development of its member states. We have many successes to celebrate today 
in the fields of trade, transport, energy and agriculture; but ECO Day should also act as a 
reminder of the many challenges that lie ahead. We must mobilize efforts and strengthen 
institutions geared to improving the quality of life of people within our region. 
I share the aspirations of all women of our region for peace and prosperity and the 
conviction that social and economic development can only be attained through the 
pooling of our respective talents and resources. An Organization such as ECO has 
laid down important foundations and institutions to attain these objectives. I hope 
that soon ECO Day will be celebrated in every school and that the occasion will be 
marked by events emphasizing our commonality of purpose and shared cultural 
heritage.

Soraya	Maroofi



6

Tajikistan

Increase in Gold 
Reserves
The gold and foreign currency reserves held 
by the National Bank of Tajikistan (NBT) in-
creased by 147 million U.S. dollars in the last 
three months to October 1, 2009, reaching 
331.8 million dollars, the NBT head Sharif 
Rahimzoda announced at a news conference 
in Dushanbe. According to Rahimzoda, the 
country’s gold and foreign currency reserves 
now include some 4 tons of gold.  The U.S. 
dollar accounts for 15-17 percent of Tajiki-
stan's foreign currency reserves, said Tajik 
Central Bank head, The foreign currency re-
serves also include 450 million Russian rubles 
and amounts in other foreign currencies. 
As of July 1, 2009, Tajikistan’s gold and for-
eign currency reserves amounted to 184.8 
million U.S. dollars, including little more than 
3 tons of gold, Rahimzoda said, adding that 
they would continue increasing the country’s 
gold and foreign currency reserves. 

Kazakhstan

2011 Asian Games
About 10 thousand 
people will visit 
Kazakhstan during 
the Asian Winter 
Games 2011. Vice 
President of the Ex-
ecutive Committee 
of the Asian Games 
2011, Serik Kal-
murzaev, informed 
in the interview to journalists,  Kazakhstan To-
day agency reports. “There will be 2500 sports-
men and about 10 thousand official visitors 
and tourists,” S. Kalmurzaev informed.  “I be-
lieve all Asian Games objects will be construct-
ed ahead of schedule,” he underlined.  “About 
20 billion KZT has been allocated for carrying 
out of the Asian Winter Games.”Construction 
of one of the leading objects - central stadium 
in Astana for 30 thousand people has been fin-
ished. The skating rink Medeo, the Palace of 
Sport and Culture named after Baluan Sholak, 
and the sports centre Kazakhstan are being re-
constructed now. 

Azerbaijan

Sea 
Transport 
Resumed

On Oct. 28, the sea passen-
ger transport was resumed 
between the Iranian port 
of Anzali and Azerbaijani 
port of Baku, the source at 
the Baku International Sea 
Trade Port said on Oct. 8. 
We are negotiating resump-
tion of maritime passenger 
transport between the Cas-
pian port of Iran and Baku 
port. First, passenger traffic 
will be restored between the 
ports of Anzali and Baku. He 
said the passenger line has 
operated for a long period 
of time, and was temporar-
ily suspended in 1998. Its 
resumption was negotiated 
between the state agencies 
of Iran and Azerbaijan.   
The Anzali-Baku and Baku-
Anzali passenger trips via 
the Caspian Sea will be car-
ried out twice a week. In this 
regard, the Permanent Mis-
sion of Iran’s shipping com-
pany that owns the vessel, 
which will operate between 
the two ports, will be based 
in Azerbaijan.  “The vessel 
is comfortable with a capac-
ity of 150 passengers,” the 
source added. The Iranian 
side also plans to continue 
to carry out transportation 
to Baku from other Iranian 
Caspian ports of Amirabad 
and Nowshahr.  

Afghanistan 

Apple Export 
Makes History  
Afghanistan made history on Thursday, 
Nov. 12, 2009 with the first-ever export 
of its apples to the booming market of In-
dia.  According to Afghanistan’s Ministry 
of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock 
(MAIL), Afghan’s agricultural marketing 
programmers, working with an Afghan 
trader, will export 3 metric tons of apples, 
including 1.5 metric tons from Wardak 
province and 1.5 metric tons from Gardez 
province, to India. A drought has reduced 
India’s apple harvest, and Afghanistan 
will help to fill demand in the country. 
The produce will serve as a trial shipment 
to ensure Afghanistan’s apples pass phyto-
sanitary requirements in India. During a 
meeting in New Delhi on Nov. 6, between 
MAIL and agriculture officials of the Gov-
ernment of India, Afghanistan received ap-
proval of its pest risk analysis (PRA) that 
has opened the door for the export of its 
apples to India. 
India requires a PRA for the import of ap-
ples to prevent infestations by pests like the 
raspberry beetle. MAIL’s project completed 
the PRA, which details methods to prevent 
infestations of produce, and submitted the 
document to India’s Ministry of Agriculture 
in October 2009. The Government of India 
requires up to 12 months to process a PRA, 
but MAIL expedited approval through sev-
eral visits with high-ranking, agricultural 
officials in India. 

Regional News/EconomyNews
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Kyrgyz Rep.

Cooperation 
with pakistan 
Ahead

Kyrgyz Ambassador to Paki-
stan Bektur Asanov has said 
the Kyrgyz Republic is mak-
ing efforts for developing 
economic cooperation with 
Pakistan on top priority ba-
sis. Addressing the members 
of Sialkot Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (SCCI) 
on Tuesday, he said that Kyr-
gyzstan and Pakistan have 
inked eight agreements in 
the area of economic coop-
eration which would provide 
base for making business 
and protection of investment 
in the Kyrgyz Republic. It is 
high time that Kyrgyzstan 
and Pakistan should utilize 
the advantage of being the 
members of World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) in booting 
the trade volume between 
the two countries, he said. 
The Ambassador on this oc-
casion informed the house 
that they are planning to or-
ganize an exhibition of Paki-
stani products by the end of 
November 2009 in Bishkek. 
He stressed upon the busi-
ness community of Sialkot to 
participate in the exhibition 
which would certainly help 
in exploring the market of 
the Kyrgyz Republic. He also 
called upon the business 
community of Pakistan to 
extend full support and as-
sistance to Kyrgyz business-
men enabling them to open 
their business in Pakistan. 

Iran

Iran and Turkey 
signed Deal
Iran and Turkey signed a number of deals 
to facilitate the efficient flow of gas through 
Turkey to Europe, including accords on 
allocating some of Iran’s South Pars gas 
field to the Turkish Petroleum Corporation 
(TPAO), allowing Iranian gas to be trans-
ported via Turkey and allowing Turkmeni-
stan’s natural gas to be pumped to Turkey 
via Iran, during Turkish Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s visit to Turkey’s 
southeastern neighbor.
Turkish Energy Minister Taner Yıldız said 
the deals provided advantages for Turkey in 
the use and the sale of some phases of the 
South Pars gas field. Iran, which has the 
world’s second-largest natural gas reserves, 
is Turkey’s second-biggest supplier of nat-
ural gas after Russia. Turkey had signed a 
preliminary deal in November 2008 for Ira-
nian gas to be exported to Europe through 
Turkey and for Turkey to produce gas in 
the South Pars field. Turkey has said that 
Iranian gas can help the planned Nabucco 
pipeline supply Europe and lessen the con-
tinent’s dependence on Russian deliveries. 
The agreement, which was signed by Minis-
ter Yıldız and Iranian Oil Minister Masoud 
Mirkazemi under the supervision of Erdoğan 
and Iran’s vice president, Mohammad Reza 
Rahimi, also envisaged the establishment 
of a joint working group to study the pos-
sibilities of substituting fields in the South 
Pars region which were formerly allocated 
to Turkey with richer fields. 

pakistan

Kashmir "Black 
Day" Observed
Kashmiri people on both sides of the Line 
of Control and across the globe observe 
October 27 as "Black Day" and consider it 
the blackest day in their history. This is the 
Day when Jammu and Kashmir was oc-
cupied by a foreign army. A function was 
held at the Embassy of Pakistan in Tehran 
on the occasion of Kashmir "Black Day", 
which marked the 62nd anniversary of the 
Indian occupation of Jammu and Kash-
mir. 
The observance was meant to send a mes-
sage to the international community to 
pay attention to the misery of the Kash-
miri people, to help stop human rights 
violations in the occupied territory, and 
to play its role in bringing about a solu-
tion of the Kashmir dispute in accordance 
with the Kashmiri people’s aspirations. It 
is also a call to India to accept the realities 
on the ground and to adopt a realistic ap-
proach to settle the dispute for the greater 
interests of the people of the region.
Emphasizing the need to find a peaceful 
solution to the Kashmir dispute, Mr. Sajid 
Bilal, the charge d’affaires of the embassy,  
said that Pakistan has put forward several 
proposals toward this end. And Pakistan 
will continue to stand with the Kashmiri 
people in their just struggle to acquire their 
right to self-determination, he added. 
The Indian Independence Act and Parti-
tion Plan of 1947 had stated that the In-
dian British Colony would be divided into 
two sovereign states, India, with Hindu-
majority areas, and Pakistan, with Mus-
lim-majority areas of western provinces 
and east Bengal. From day one, the people 
of Kashmir did not accept the illegal oc-
cupation and started an armed struggle 
in 1948, which forced the invaders to ap-
proach the UN Security Council to seek its 
help to settle the dispute. The UN Security 
Council called for a ceasefire, a demarca-
tion of the ceasefire line, demilitariza-
tion of the state, and a free and impartial 
plebiscite to be conducted under the su-
pervision of the world body. Although the 
ceasefire and demarcation of the ceasefire 
line were implemented, the calls for the 
demilitarization of the occupied territory 
and a free and impartial plebiscite under 
UN supervision were never realized.  

regional News / Economy 
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Turkmenistan

Calling on CA Countries to 
pay Tajikistan Subvention 
Turkmenistan has called on Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to pay Ta-
jikistan joint subvention for solution of energy problem and in exchange for keep-
ing the current volumes of discharge water in the trans-border rivers. According 
to Russia’s news agency RIA Novosti, Turkmen President Gurbanguly Berdymu-
hamedov remarked this at a meeting with reporters in Ashgabat in mid October.
Turkmen leader noted that Tajikistan, on the territory of which the main drinking 
sources of the Central Asian originate, now experiences an acute shortage of elec-
tricity and sees solution of this problem in construction of new hydropower plants. 
This, in turn, may decrease the volumes of discharge water and lead to acute water 
shortages in the downstream countries.  The problem is so acute that quite often it 
is the source of tension in relations between the countries of the region.

In this connection, 
Turkmenistan has 
called on Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan and Kyr-
gyzstan to jointly seek 
solution to the problem.  
If the sides arrive at a 
solution, Tajikistan will 
receive a joint subven-
tion from neighbors for 
solving its energy prob-
lems and the interested 
countries of the region 
will receive enough vol-
umes of drinking and ir-
rigation water. 

regional News / Economy 

Kyrgyz Rep.

Standing 2nd place 
on GDp Growth 
among CIS Countries
This January-August, 5% GDP growth 
was registered in Azerbaijan, followed 
by Kyrgyzstan (3.8%) and Tajikistan 
(1.8%). The GDP was down in the fol-

lowing countries: Belarus (0.5%); Ka-
zakhstan (4.1%); Russia (12.5%) and 
Armenia (18.4%). No information on 
the other CIS member-countries is 
available. On the average, the GDP was 
down 9% in the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States (CIS) during the pe-
riod under review, Kabar news agency 
reported.
The industrial output was down in 
all the CIS member-states: Armenia 
(11.9%); Belarus (4.6%); Kazakhstan 

pakistan

Govt. plans 
Investment 
protection 
program

The government has planned to 
launch an investment protection pro-
gram, part of the five-year Investment 
Policy (2010-15), in a bid to stop capi-
tal flight from the country. Pakistan 
is ranked 154th out of 178 investment 
destinations and therefore the country 
would take this program on the top of 
all measures being taken to boost in-
vestment in the country over the next 
five years. 

According to "The News", such rating 
causes investors to ask for higher re-
turns on investment in Pakistan (risk 
premium) or to shy away altogether. 
This trend also induces the capital 
flight and needs better rating.”
 In this regard, certain initiatives 
have been underlined in the five-year 
plan that includes better investment 
regime and arbitration, regulatory 
system, public-private partnership, 

Turkey

petkim Steps up 
to Enter Iran for 
production
Turkey’s largest petrochemicals manu-
facturer, Petkim, has signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) with 
an Iranian company for the establish-
ment of a plant and related facilities to 
provide it with raw materials.
The company said in a written state-
ment on Friday that it had signed an 
MoU with NPC International, Ltd., on 
Oct. 28 envisaging the establishment 
of a suspension polyvinyl chloride (S-
PVC) plant with a capacity of 300,000 
tons a year and related facilities.
Specializing in petrochemicals manufac-
turing, Petkim produces ethylene, poly-
ethylene, polyvinyl chloride, polypropyl-
ene and other chemical building blocks 
for use in the manufacture of plastics, tex-
tiles and other consumer and industrial 
products. Petkim has 14 manufacturing 
plants supplying a significant portion of 
the petrochemicals used in Turkey.
The company has also agreed with NPC 
to initiate economic, technical and fea-
sibility studies for the establishment 
of an equal partnership to construct a 
plant to produce chloride alkali with 
an annual capacity of 187,000 tons 
and another one to produce vinyl chlo-
ride monomer with an annual capacity 
of 301,000 tons to provide raw materi-
als for the S-PVC factory. 
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Afghanistan 

New Food Brand 
Introduced
In a brief ceremony held at the Kabul 
Airport, Nov. 12, 2009, Afghanistan’s 
new Food Brand was introduced to the 
public. During the media and photo-
taking observance, Afghanistan’s Min-
ister of Agriculture, Mr. Asif Rahimi, 
introduced Afghanistan’s new Food 
Brand as “Silk Route Products”. Pres-
ent at the ceremony were the Indian 
Ambassador to Afghanistan, Repre-
sentative of US Agency to International 
Development (USAID) and members of 
the diplomatic community residing in 
Kabul and local as well as international 
media representatives. 
Afghanistan, traditionally an agricul-
tural land, has great potential to divert 
from the present day poppy cultiva-
tion hub to become one of the largest 
exporters of agricultural products to 
neighboring countries and beyond. Ac-
cording to UN investigators poppy cul-
tivation fell by more than 20 per cent in 
Afghanistan in the past year. 

regional News / Economy 

Uzbekistan

New Specializing Car Companies 
Launch in Namangan 
The Uzbek-South Korean enterprise, UzChasys, created under a project on 
establishing a new joint venture for the production of lamps and lights by 
O’zavtosanoat in partnership with Korea’s Chasys Co. Ltd in the form of a lim-
ited liability company with the charter capital of nearly $6 million. 
The share of South Korean company is 30%, and that of O’zavtosanoat is 70%. 
UzChasys LLC and A-M-S Co. Ltd., a subsidiary of Chasys Co. Ltd, concluded a 
contract worth more than $15 million, financed by a credit line of Asaka Bank, 
for supplying the enterprise with necessary equipment. Following a tender, Uy-
chi Mechanized Mobile Column was chosen as the general contractor to carry 
out building and construction work worth about $3.9 million.
According to experts, this organization is unique to Central Asia and is equipped 
with advanced production lines for high-precision polymer casting, ultraviolet 
lighting, working with aluminum in vacuum conditions. Also, it is supplied with 
modern equipment for quality control, leak and photometric testing. 
“The enterprise will produce eighteen parts of lighting system for vehicles man-
ufactured at GM Uzbekistan,” said director general Ulugbek Karimov. “Another 
feature of the equipment used at the enterprise is that it can be easily and quick-
ly readjusted for production of lights and lamps for different car models.”
Production capacity is 250,000 sets of lights and lamps a year, with expected 
annual exports of 5,000 sets. Experts note the estimated payback period of the 
project is about five and a half years. After all facilities are commissioned, the 
enterprise will manufacture $40 million worth of import substituting produce 
a year.
“Despite the ongoing global financial and economic crisis, Uzbekistan retains 
economic stability and continued growth of the economy” said Chang So Dong, 
president of Chasys Co. Ltd. “We are convinced that cooperation with Uzbeki-
stan will be fruitful. In the future we plan to expand capacity and going to pro-
duce car chassis and lifting jacks. 

(1.5%); Kyrgyzstan (12.7%); Moldo-
va (24.6%); Russia (14%); Tajikistan 
(11.4%); Ukraine (29.6%). In Azerbai-
jan, the industrial output was 0.1% up. 
No information on Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan is available. On the average, 
the industrial output was 24% down 
in the CIS during the period under re-
view.
As regards retail turnover, Tajikistan 
registered the highest increase, 10%, 

followed by Azerbaijan (8.4%), Belarus 
(2.7%), Kyrgyzstan (2.1%) and Armenia 
(0.3%). The retail turnover was down in 
the following countries: Russia (4.7%); 
Kazakhstan (11.2%); Moldova (4.9%); 
Ukraine (15.9%). No information on 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan is avail-
able. On average, the retail turnover 
was 6% down in the CIS during the 
period under review, reported the CIS 
Statistical Committee. 

small and medium enterprises, special 
economic zones, privatization process, 
capital market development and cor-
porate governance, foreign investment 
legislation, commercial arbitration 
and Pakistan’s image as an investment 
location. 
The government intends to ensure in-
creased funds for these tasks under the 
self-financing programme and donor 
support. To improve the SMEs, the 

plan envisages reforms for cutting red 
tape, launching sector development 
strategies, making special efforts for 
alluring investment in medium-sized 
projects, joint ventures with ' Paki-
stanis abroad, coordinating BOI plans 
with SMEDA and arranging support 
for venture capital through the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan (SECP).  
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Tajikistan

UNWTO Sec. Gen. to Visit Tajikistan 
During Navrouz
The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Secretary General Taleb Rifai is ex-
pected to pay visit to Tajikistan in March 2010. According to Lochin Fayzulloyev, 
Tajikistan’s Deputy Head of the Committee for Youth, Sports and Tourism Affairs, 
Mr. Rifai revealed this information during the 18th session of the UNWTO General 
Assembly, held in Astana, Kazakhstan on October 2-10 this year.
“During his stay in Tajikistan, Dr. Rifai will attend celebrations, marking the Nav-
rouz holiday (March 21),” Fayzulloyev said. Fayzulloyev headed Tajik delegation 
that participated at the 18th session of the UNWTO General Assembly in Astana.  
The session brought together around 360 delegates representing 112 countries to 
discuss how Tourism sector can face the current economic downturn while staying 
on track with the twin challenges caused by climate change and poverty allevia-
tion. The session also discussed the UNWTO Roadmap for Recovery that calls on 
world leaders to place Tourism and Travel at the core of stimulus packages and the 
transformation to the “Green Economy”.
The UNWTO, based in Madrid, Spain is the United Nations agency dealing with 
questions relating to tourism.  The World Tourism Organization is a significant 
global body, concerned 
with the collection and 
collation of statistical 
information on inter-
national tourism.  This 
organization represents 
public sector tourism 
bodies, from most coun-
tries in the world and the 
publication of its data 
makes possible com-
parisons of the flow and 
growth of tourism on a 
global scale. 

Kyrgyz Rep.

Civilization Center to 
Open
A center of Kyrgyz civilization will be 
opened in the capital within the frame-
work of the “Cultural Legacy and Fu-
ture” Project. Doctor of historical sci-
ences, parliamentarian, and head of 

the project Zainidin Kurmanov said at 
a press conference at the “Kabar” news 
Agency. According to him, the center 
is setting up to systematize everything, 
which wrote about Kyrgyz in the past. 
The center plans to study traditions, 
which existed earlier in the Kyrgyz cul-
ture. According to Z.Kurmanov, work-
ing groups on 20 directions will be 
created within the framework of the 
project. 

Kazakhstan

Cultural Heritage 
National program

Kazakhstan’s “Cultural Heritage” Na-
tional Program was worked out under 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s ini-
tiative, website of the electronic gov-
ernment of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
reported. The Program specifies basic 
aspects related to studying, protecting, 
using and popularizing the country’s 
cultural heritage, to continuity of devel-
oping and reviving historic/cultural tra-
ditions. It also contemplates measures 
to create an integral system for study-
ing the cultural heritage, including con-
temporary national culture, folklore, 
traditions and customs, to summarize 
the multi-century experience of nation-
al literature and written language as 
well as restore and conserve the histori-
cal and cultural artifacts and to ensure 
their museumfication; to improve and 
develop the researching and material/
technical component of cultural heri-
tage issues. The Program elaboration 
was caused by the necessity of more ac-
tive, constructive interference into or-
ganizational situation in the field of cul-
tural heritage through orderly financing 
the activity on preserving and rational 
using the existing cultural values. 

Azerbaijan

president 
Honors 
Musician
Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev at-
tended a commemorative ceremony 

in honor of outstanding musician, 
People`s Artist of Azerbaijan and USSR 
Muslim Magomayev. The President 
was accompanied by his spouse Meh-
riban Aliyeva.  Magomayev was just 20 
when he first performed at an interna-
tional youth music festival in Helsinki, 
the Finnish capital. At the age of 21 he 
gave his first solo concert in the Moscow 
Tchaikovsky Concert Hall to a full house 
and became a soloist of the Azerbaijan 

State Academic Opera and Ballet The-
atre. In 1964 – 1965 Magomayev was 
on probation in the La Scala theatre in 
Milan. In the following years, the singer 
turned to popular music, becoming a 
pop idol for several generations of mu-
sic lovers in the Soviet Union. Muslim 
Magomayev`s popularity in the USSR 
was overwhelming. He quickly became 
a cult figure and gave three concerts a 
day filling out huge arenas all across 
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Tajikistan

Tajik Institute 
to Cooperate 
with Foreign 
Universities

Senior representatives of Russia’s Ural 
State University of Economics (UrSUE) 
and Ukraine’s Kharkov National Uni-
versity of Economics (KNE), met with 
teaching staff, students and Head of 
Tajik Institute of Economics to discuss 
bilateral cooperation. There were great 
interests on all sides for the establish-
ment of scientific and educational ties. 
KNE, is the largest higher educational 
institution of the Eastern Ukraine in 

the field of economics which provides a 
full range of educational services in the 
fields of : economy, business; manage-
ment; government; computer sciences; 
and tourism.   UrSUE, is one of the 
largest educational and research cen-
ter in Russia, a basic economic higher 
learning establishment of the Ural re-
gion.  The University has trained more 
than 40,000 specialists for national 
economy in various branches. 

Turkmenistan

Gonur-Depe to 
be Inscribed on 
UNESCO World 
Heritage List
The three-day training seminar on the 
preparation of the nomination dossier 
of the natural sites of Turkmenistan 
for inscription on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List organized with the as-
sistance of the National Commission 
of Turkmenistan for UNESCO in the 
Ancient Merv State Reserve closed, 
State News Agency of Turkmenistan 
reported. The aim of the seminar that 
brought together the high-ranking of-
ficials and specialists of eight historical 
and cultural reserves of the country was 
to present the methods of nomination 
of the ancient monuments for inscrip-
tion on the World Heritage List and 
the specific procedures of preparing 
the nomination of the famous archeo-
logical complex Gonur Depe, which is 
located on the border of Bayramali and 
Karakum Etraps in Mary Velayat. Here 
are the ruins of a palace and a temple 
constructed 4,000 years ago. The in-
scription of Gonur on the World Heri-
tage List will contribute to fulfilling 
these tasks, gaining the high status and 
implementing the scientific and social 
potential of this remarkable place.

Turkey

project Wins European prize
A Turkish cultural project known as “Culture Ants,” 
aimed at familiarizing sixth-grade elementary 
school students with the cultural and historical fab-
ric of İstanbul, received the prestigious Europa Nos-
tra European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage, the 
Anatolia news agency reported. 
Representatives of the İstanbul-based Cultural 
Awareness Foundation, which launched the Culture 
Ants project in 2002, were honored at a ceremony 
on Saturday at İstanbul’s Hagia Eirene Museum. 
Speaking at the ceremony, State Minister Egemen 
Bağış said Culture Ants constituted one of the three 
main dimensions in Turkey’s EU negotiation pro-
cess. “These dimensions are reforms, accession negotiations and civil society dia-
logue. We need projects such as ‘Culture Ants’ to raise young people in order to 
introduce Turkey’s genuine culture to both Turkish and European societies as part 
of the third dimension [in the negotiations],” Bağış said. 
Europa Nostra Secretary-General Seneska Quaedvlieg Mihailovic, also speaking 
at the ceremony, said they received 138 applications from 24 countries for this 
year’s awards in four categories. He stated that the jury attached great importance 
to the Culture Ants project since it was an exemplary educational model to create 
awareness among teenagers about the cultural heritage of their country. He said 
the project could also be implemented in multicultural societies of Europe. 
The project, chosen as one of the most outstanding examples of heritage protection, 
received a monetary award of 10,000 euros. The Culture Ants project, described 
as “an original model of education” by its organizers, was particularly aimed at 
schoolchildren aged 11-13 who live in those regions of İstanbul that attract the 
greatest number of migrants from other parts of the country. University students 
and young professionals work as volunteers for the Culture Ants project, thus con-
tributing to social peace and intercultural dialogue, as well as raising awareness of 
cultural assets, the foundation said. 

the Soviet Union, while his albums sold 
millions. 
In 1973, at the very young age of 
31, Muslim was awarded the Soviet 
Union`s highest artistic title: People`s 
Artist of the USSR. Magomayev was 
also known as a composer, writing 
several film soundtracks. In addition, 
Magomayev acted in films and hosted 
television and radio broadcasts devot-
ed to prominent musicians of the 20th 

century. Magomayev also was the hold-
er of Azerbaijan’s high state awards 
“Shohrat” and “Istiglal”. 
Despite he lived the last part of his life 
in Moscow, Muslim Magomayev was 
always in close touch with his Mother-
land, where he was known as a strong 
patriot and was mostly loved for his 
song Azerbaijan, which became his vis-
iting card.  Magomayev died at his 67 in 
Moscow last year. 
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the expansion this day (28th Nov) 
in 1992 of ECO from a three-mem-
ber state organization to its present 
strength of ten important countries. 
This historic development did not 
merely expand our geographic canvas. 
It harbingered a closer, more substan-
tive regional cooperation. It raised our 
insights to higher aims and ambitions. 
We have become one family, sharing 
many a commonality in history and 
heritage, faith and outlook, geography 
and culture. The ECO Day reminds us 
of all this and urges us on to pursue 
our goals with greater vigor and stron-
ger commitment.

ECO Secretariat  
 28 November, 2009

On the Occasion of ECO Day 

We 
Celebrate

Inside ECONews
12
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I
t gives me immense pleasure to congratulate the governments 
and the people of the ECO Member States on the auspicious 
occasion of the 17th anniversary of Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization. 
Back in 1992, with the expansion of ECO to a 10-nation Re-

gional block with deep cultural, historical and geographical affinities, 
we embarked upon a journey towards economic and social develop-
ment of the region. We cemented our centuries-old bondage embed-
ded in common culture and history by defining a common vision for 
the development of the region and joined hands to transform that vi-
sion into a reality by taking practical steps through concerted efforts 
for the uplift of the region. 
Since then, we have come a long way on the road towards regional 
integration. We have achieved many a milestones and have accom-
plished number of important tasks. The Organization has been suc-
cessful in establishing a comprehensive institutionalized mechanism 
for regular consultation and cooperation among the Member States 
of ECO. 
We have in place comprehensive framework agreements like ECOTA, 
TTFA etc. We are gradually and steadily heading towards realization 
of collective goals and objectives. Our achievements made during all 
these years are encouraging and demonstrate the steady growth of 
the organization in its stature both at the regional and international 
level. 
Given the political will and commitment of the Member States, ECO 
has all the potential to become a dynamic and effective regional or-
ganization – a harbinger of sustainable development in the region.  
With the active participation and support of the Member States, this 
organization has the potential to transform the challenges into op-
portunities for the common good of the ECO region and its people.

I wish the people of the region prosperity and a very bright future.

Mohammed	Yahya	Maroufi

Message by the

ECO Secretary General 
On the Occasion of ECO Day
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Your Excellency,
Please accept my heartfelt congratulations on the anniversary of establishment of the Economic Coopera-
tion Organization (ECO). 
Availing myself of this opportunity to wish you health, prosperity and successes in your activity on the high 
and responsible as the Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization.

Best Regards,
The President of Turkmenistan, 
Gurbanguly Berdymuhamedov

Ashkabad, Government of Turkmenistan
November 28, 2009

Excellency,
I have the pleasure to convey to Your Excellency my sincere congratulations on the occasion of ECO Day.
Turkey, as a founding member, attaches importance to ECO and remains committed to the goals and ob-
jectives of the Organization stipulated in the Treaty of Izmir.
During the past seventeen years, ECO has become a full-fledged Organization completing its restructur-
ing, after the admission of new member countries in 1992. We are glad that the Organization has already 
entered into the implementation phase of its projects and programs.
Efficient cooperation in the priority areas of ECO will greatly contribute to the development of the na-
tional economies of the member countries and facilitate their integration into the global economy. In this 
context, liberalization of trade among the member countries of ECO, gradual elimination of non-tariff 
barriers and implementation of the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) bears special importance. There are 
the significant steps to be taken to move towards establishment of a Free Trade Area in the ECO Region, 
as stated in the ECO Vision 2015 document.
Through Your Excellency, I would like to convey our appreciation and thanks for the work and efforts of 
the Secretariat and reiterate our support to the Organization.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Ahmet Davutoglu
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey

H.E. Mohammad Yahya Maroufi
Distinguished Secretary General 
Economic Cooperation Organization

I would like to express my sincere felicitations to Your Excellency and your colleagues at the Secretariat 
on the occasion of the ECO Day.
It's been 17 years since the establishment of the Economic Cooperation Organization and its expansion to 
a 10-Member State Organization. Commonalities in terms of history, geography and culture among ECO 
Member States have turned this organization into a great family.
A promising future is reflected from the achievements obtained throughout these ears when ECO succeed-
ed to institutionalize cooperation and to plan and implement major projects in the field of transport, trade, 
energy, agriculture, health, environment, tourism and human resource development through concluding 
various important agreements such as ECOTA, Investment Promotion Agreement, TTFA and Agreement 
on Business Visa Simplification Procedure. In addition, during the past years, ECO has succeeded to ex-
pand cooperation with different regional and international organizations. 
In the area of academic and cultural cooperation, ECO has created the proper ground through establishing 
colleges and academic, cultural institutes. This reflects the strong determination of ECO member states to 
improve relations and cooperation which will able this Organization to achieve more success.
Thanks to the existing strong will of ECO Member Heads of States for developing ECO activities, which 
was also highlighted in the last Summit in Tehran, ECO will be able to turn into a powerful regional or-
ganization. In this direction, the efforts made by Your Excellency were unquestionably fruitful and I'm 
confident that during your term of duty we will witness more ECO capacities to be utilized.

I wish you success

Seyyed Amir Mansur Borghe'i
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, I.R. Iran
Head of Economic Department
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In a Meeting with the Iranian FM

"ECO Can play a 
Constructive Role in Solving 
Regional Issues", ECO Secretary General 

Mohammed Yahya Maroufi, Secretary General of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), 
met the Iranian Foreign Minister, Manouchehr Mottaki, on November 14th, 2009. According to 
a report by the Information and Press Office of Foreign Ministry, Mottaki thanked the former 
ECO Secretary Generals and hoped that it will achieve plausible outcomes in the light of Ma-
roufi’s activities.  
Referring to the need for fundamental developments in ECO, he described commerce, transpor-
tation and energy as among the main areas of cooperation among the member states.  
He also listed promoting trade among the member states, optimizing transportation systems, 
upgrading ECO’s collaboration with regional and international organizations and participating 
in the projects to fight drug smuggling as among the main prospects of the organization.  
Pointing to Iran’s experience in regional cooperation, Mottaki voiced Iran’s readiness to help the 
entity achieve its objectives.  
Maroufi, for his part, presented a report on the activities of ECO in the fields of trade, transporta-
tion, environment, fighting drug smuggling and educational affairs and said that ECO can play a 
constructive role in solving regional issues. 
Since ECO enjoys numerous capacities, undertaking fundamental works are in the interest of all 
regional countries. He hailed Iran’s active role in ECO and its constructive opinions regarding 
the regional and international issues.  
The ECO region is full of bright trading prospects. Despite its young age, ECO has developed into 
a thriving regional organization. Its international stature is growing.  
Over the past 12 years the member states have been collaborating to accelerate the pace of re-
gional development through their common endeavors. Besides shared cultural and historic af-
finities, they have been able to use the existing infrastructural and business links to further for-
tify their resolve to transfer their hopes and aspirations into a tangible reality. 
ECO has embarked on several projects in priority sectors of its cooperation including energy, 
trade, transportation, agriculture and drug control.

16
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ECO 
Day 
Reception
On the occasion of ECO Day (28th of 
November) and in tribute to the 17th 
Anniversary of the expansion of the 
Economic Cooperation Organization, 
the Presidents and Foreign Ministers of 
the ECO Member States, through their 
separate messages sent to ECO Secre-
tary General, communicated their full 
support of ECO and expressed their 
solidarity with the rising regional or-
ganization.

Also a reception was held at the ECO 
Secretariat. Iran's Deputy Minister 
and Head of Economic Department of 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Seyyed 
Amir Mansur Borghe'I, ambassadors 
of ECO Member States in Tehran, the 
representatives of diplomatic missions, 
international organizations accredited 
to the Islamic Republic of Iran, Presi-
dent of ECO Cultural Institute, acade-
micians from local universities, private 
sector representatives and many other 
dignitaries, joined in to commemorate 
the 17th Anniversary of the establish-
ment of ECO at the organization's 
Headquarters in northern Tehran.  
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“Then I Followed  
My Destiny...”

ECO Secretary General, 
Muhammad Yahya 
Maroofi
Exclusive Interview
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You have been considered as one of the most ex-
perienced Secretary General in the history of ECO. 
Could	 you	 briefly	 tell	 us	 about	 your	 professional	
background? 

I did my primary school in Qandahar, Afghanistan, then to 
continue my further studies I joined the Ka-
bul University in the field of international 
relations, which was the only university in 
Afghanistan at that time. 
After my graduation, I got through my mili-
tary service, and then in 1965, I qualified to 
join Afghanistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
where I was dealing with all International Or-
ganizations as a result of which, in short pe-
riod of time I was appointed as the Director 
General of the International Department of 
the MFA. 
In 1982, I was nominated by the MFA to serve 
in our Mission to the United Nations in New 
York. Upon the completion of my duty in the 
UN, I became the Director General of the UN 
affairs at our MFA. 
Then came the all out invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet 
Army, which forced me and my family to leave our country to 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
I started working with different international organizations 
in Geneva, for some 22 years which provided me with vast 
experiences in international organizations.  After that, on the 
basis of my experiences in international relations I was ap-
pointed as an adviser to President Hamed Karzai. 
Then I followed my destiny as the Ambassador of Afghani-
stan to Oslo, Norway and later I was assigned to represente 
my country as its Ambassador to Tehran. When my tenure in 

Iran was concluded, the occasion arrived when I was nom-
inated by the President of Afghanistan Mr. Hamed 

Karzai to serve as ECO’s Secretary General. 

How would you say your ap-
proach would be differ-

ent from those of your 
predecessors?

Every day 
we iden-
tify some 

a r -

eas that we think would be the business of ECO.  In the past, 
ECO used to deal with only those things which came towards 
it, not that ECO goes after things, but today ECO has the re-
sponsibility to address the challenges and see if it could be 
of any help. 
We should not only perform our regional responsibilities but 

we should also cooperate with all rel-
evant international organizations. The 
cooperation agreements with individual 
organizations, United Nations and all 
other specialized agencies provide a very 
solid ground for our future activities.
What is important for us is that, how 
ECO is seen from outside, this is some-
thing that is now happening. The inter-
national organizations consider ECO as 
a strong or useful Regional instrument. 
There are countries who are interested in 
improving their knowledge with regard 
to each ECO Members.  

ECO is now seventeen years old. 
What do you think it has achieved?

The ECO has achieved many a milestones since its inception 
and has accomplished number of important tasks. ECO has 
come a long way during the past few years from a trilater-
al entity to 10- member organization. These include trade, 
transport, energy, environment, industry, agriculture as well 
as the fight against narcotic, money laundering, human traf-
ficking and other trans-national crimes.
 The Organization has been successful in establishing a com-
prehensive institutionalized mechanism for regular consul-
tation and cooperation among the Member States of ECO. 
ECO’s image and standing at the regional and international 
planes have grown steadily.
 It has got increased recognition, higher acceptability and en-
hanced cooperation. ECO enjoys observer status with United 
Nations, World trade Organization, the Organization of Is-
lamic Conference, and the Islamic Development Bank. A bi-
ennial resolution by the UN General Assembly covers coop-
eration between the UN and ECO. It provides basis to ECO’s 
relations with a number of UN Agencies.

But some critiques argue that globally ECO is not 
known as much as it should. What are you going to 
do about it?

I would agree that there is need to further enhance its profile 
as a promising, dynamic and effective regional organiza-

tion. With this in mind, we have prepared a Compre-
hensive Plan of Action for Enhancement of External 
Relations of ECO. The plan would help ECO to further 

deepen its relations with International Agencies, re-
gional peers, and individual States.

 With the active participation and support of 
Member States, this organization has the poten-
tial to transform the challenges into opportuni-
ties for the common good of the ECO region and 
its people.

Every day we 
identify some 
areas that we 

think would be 
the business of 

ECO
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You have taken over this im-
portant job since two month 
ago. What are your priorities 
in advancing ECO aims and 
objectives? 

Accelerating the integration pro-
cess for the regional economies is 
to be attached priority. Achieve-
ment of this objective is possible by 
enhanced trade and investment co-
operation. ECO Trade Agreement 
(ECOTA), now in the implemen-
tation phase would help liberalize 
and open up regional trade. 
A more active role by the Member 
States in implementation of ECO-
TA and other initiatives in the fields 
of investment, promotion, cooperation in customs, 
visa facilitation, banking and strengthening private 
sector cooperation could certainly help in advancing 
ECO objectives. Negotiations on ECO Free Trade 
Agreement will be initiated soon after full scale im-
plementation of ECOTA. It would be a big step for-
ward towards establishing a Free Trade Area in the 
region by the year 2015.

Considering	the	current	global	financial	cri-
sis, would the above measures be enough for 
the integration of the economies of the ECO 
region? 

Apart from those which I have just mentioned, we 
should also take the following crucial steps:
 

Step-up our efforts to interconnect our Mem-• 
bers through an efficient transportation and 
railway links. Our efforts to interconnect Eu-
rope and China will also be continued to make 
ECO a major transit region as its geo-strategic 
location deserves. 
Intensify our efforts for contributing to food se-• 
curity and seed supply in the region.
Initiate more joint projects with international • 
organizations and try to ensure more donor as-
sistance to the region.  
Taking into account the importance of devel-• 
opment of Renewable Energy Sources, which 
are friendly to environment, the Economic 
Cooperation Organization, as a regional inter-
governmental organization endeavours to as-
sist its each Member State and the region as a 
whole in achieving sustainable development. 
All ECO Member States have great potential of 
Renewable Energy Sources. They already pos-
sess some experience in their utilization and are 
interested in expanding the scope of their use to 
further develop their economies. 
Industry is the engine of growth and as such • 
we have to pay great attention to the industri-

alization of ECO region. For this 
we have prepared some programs 
covering standardization, confor-
mity assessment, accreditation 
and metrology, development of 
science and new technologies, 
industrial property rights, nano-
technology, privatization and 
SMEs.

 Looking to the next three 
years, what do you see as 
the major challenges for the 
ECO?

Trade is ECO’s highest priority. In-
tra–regional trade of around US$ 

40 billion and Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in-
flow of US$ 33 billion during 2008-09 falls far short 
of the expected level considering the huge regional 
potential. 
Enhancement of regional trade has significance in 
terms of economic challenges of eradication of pov-
erty, provision of employment opportunities, effec-
tive utilization of industrial potential and steady 
growth in exports. 
ECO is pursuing a strategy aiming at trade liberal-
ization leading to enhanced intra and inter-regional 
trade and investment. The focus of the strategy is 
to achieve tangible progress in the important areas 
which include:-

Removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers in the i. 
region, thus providing regulatory and enabling 
environment for trade.
Providing assistance and support to the Mem-ii. 
ber States in their accession process to WTO.
Developing favorable conditions for optimum iii. 
utilization of economic resources.
Increasing the interaction of private sector.iv. 

Our endeavours would also include facilitating a 
more frequent interaction among the trade and in-
vestment promotion organizations.
 The steps taken so far towards building a closer co-
operation at all levels are yielding positive results. 
ECO is fully aware of the need for consistent efforts 
in pursuit of expansion of regional trade. We hope 
to make good progress in next three years in imple-
menting the regional strategy that can surely help us 
overcome challenges.

Iraq and Qatar participated in the 10th ECO 
Summit as special guests. Considering the 
fact that both are Muslim countries, do you 
believe it could be seen as a signal that ECO 
organization is going to grant membership 
to more countries form Muslim world?

There is no doubt that ECO has gradually grown in 

ECO has 
come a long 
way during 
the past few 
years from a 

trilateral entity 
to 10- member 
organization

20
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its stature both at the regional as well as at the International 
level. The participation of other countries in the annual ECO 
events corroborates our claim. 
It also shows ECO’s enhanced visibility in the regional con-
text and its importance as an effectiveness regional block to 
achieve desired goals through collective approach. As far as 
the decision to enhance the size of ECO family is concerned, 
the decision rests with the present Member States. 
But keeping in view the provisions of the Charter of ECO, we 
cannot rule out the possibility of increasing the size of the 
ECO family.  

In your opinion, what are the challenges ahead for 
establishing a single monetary unit in ECO Member 
States? 

During the 10th ECO Summit (Tehran, 11th March 2009) 
proposals were made by certain Member States on establish-
ing a single currency in the region. These proposals are to be 
studied in depth by the ECO Heads of Central Banks in their 
upcoming meetings. Already most of the ECO Member States 
are members of the Asian Clearing Union (ACU).
 Any move towards a single Monetary Union in the region 
will be facilitated by existing mechanisms. Implementation 
of ECO trade initiatives is to be expedited first to prepare 
ground for a unified currency arrangement in the region. 

How can currency assist in dealing with global eco-
nomic slump?
Greater cooperation among Member States in diverse fields 
of financial and banking sectors is essential for dealing with 
global economic slump. Currency fluctuations and uncer-
tainties of exchange rates pose a serious 
impediment in boosting trade and in-
vestment. 
It would be a major task for the regional 
fiscal authorities to put in place a suitable 
mechanism at regional level. Members 
States have also deliberated on a joint ac-
tion to ward off negative impacts of the 
current Global Financial Crisis. 
An Expert Group is also being estab-
lished to study the impacts and also to 
expand cooperation on international is-
sues which could be of importance for the 
regional economies.

ECO Member States are determined 
to crate a free trade area by 2015. 
What are your thoughts on this is-
sue ad could it affect the overall 
economy of the member States?
Establishing a Free Trade Area in the 
region by 2015 occupies a central place 
under the ECO Vision 2015. A liberalized 
trade in the region offers significant ben-
efits for all. An open trade with conces-
sional tariff regime and lesser Non Tar-
iff Barriers (NTBs) are steps to proceed 
ahead in establishing a Free Trade Area.  
Early implementation of ECOTA which is 

a Preferential Trade Agreement, would lead the region to a 
Free Trade Agreement. 
Protectionist policies and regulated trade regimes retard 
progress towards regional integration. Realizing the need, 
Member States are at different stages of their accession pro-
cess to World Trade Organization (WTO). A liberal and trans-
parent regional economy would create conditions for faster 
growth and would positively affects the overall economy. 
                                                                        
How do you see China’s chance to be accepted as a 
full member of ECO?
China has been showing interest in the activities of ECO es-
pecially in the transport sector. It is particularly interested in 
the Istanbul-Almaty container train. It has expressed its read-
iness to support extension of this train to Urumchi. We have 
to develop this project. This is necessary for further expansion 
of China’s involvement and cooperation with ECO.   Given the 
fact that both ECO and China have great potential to contrib-
ute to each other’s interest, we cannot rule out the possibil-
ity of establishing institutionalized relationship with China. 
However the exact nature/form of this relationship may not 
be determined at this stage. 

Looking into the future, do you see any danger which 
may potentially be a threat against the present unity 
which exists among the ECO Member States? 
ECO members are friendly countries, whose historic back-
grounds in many ways are connected with each other. There-
fore, no one can separate these countries from each others. 
When we see their relationships, we come to realize their 
deeply commonality in terms of culture, history, and lan-
guage. So these are common factors through which we ECO 
states could move towards region’s betterment, promotion 

and cooperation.  ECO countries share 
strong commonalities of history and ge-
ography, faith and culture. These are our 
assets. These are the bridges linking us, 
the bonds holding us together. It is one of 
the historical bonds that holds this family 
of 10-nation together. 

How can ECI help in this endeav-
our?
ECI can play an active role in increasing 
public awareness about the ECO activities, 
developing better understanding among 
the populations by exchange of informa-
tion. It can also launch more activities in 
the Member States for the promotion of 
cultural ties. To me ECI’s publications are 
ECO’s publicity art therefore ECO is re-
quired to look after it, because ECI have 
certain potential sources that ECO is lack-
ing. Actually ECI is the only alternative that 
could do us this favour; we can use ECI’s 
potentials for our public sites and lets all 
our activities be known to other people of 
the world. I think this is the most logical 
rather than developed parallel setups to 
cover the same subject maybe they are not 
even coordinating.  
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ECO Transit Trade Committee 
Meets in Astana
The 2nd Meeting of Transit Trade Committee of Transit Transport Coordination 
Council (TTCC) was held in Astana, on November 4, 2009, with the participa-
tion of delegations of nine Member States, namely Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, 
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, and Uzbekistan. 
Delegations from UNESCAP, Islamic Development Bank, and Asian Development 
Bank also attended the meeting. 
The Meeting considered various subjects related to implementation of the transit 
trade related provisions of the TTFA, including implementation of the 1975 TIR 
Convention, establishment of customs transit system in the ECO region, simplifi-
cation and harmonization of customs procedures and documents, customs duties, 
taxes and other levies and charges on the vehicles in transit traffic, establishment 
of National Inter-ministerial Committees for Border-Crossing Facilitation and 
Promotion of International Transport. 

ECO 
Nanotechnology 
Network (ECO-NAN)
The 1st Meeting of the Steering Com-
mittee on Establishment of ECO Nan-
otechnology Network (ECO-NAN) 
was held on 05 November, 2009, in 
ECO Secretariat, Tehran, and hosted 
by the Iran Nanotechnology Initia-
tive Council (INIC) and Technology 
Cooperation Office - Presidency of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. The del-
egates from Iran, Kazakhstan, Turkey 
as well as representatives of the ECO 
Secretariat participated in the Meet-
ing which was chaired by Prof. Ali 
Beitollahhi, Head of Infrastructure 
Development, Iran Nanotechnology 
Initiative Council (INIC). He briefed 
the Meeting about the previously 
designed website which presently is 
fully active (www.econano.org). 
He emphasized that each Member 
State can update their data in this 
respect by e-mailing the relevant 
information to ECO Coordination 
Unit.  Furthermore, it was decided 
that: i.) A Plan of Action shall be 
prepared regarding the guidelines of 
the cooperation in all areas of nano-
technologies, ii.) The 1st ECO-NANO 
Workshop on Best Practices will 
be held in 2010, iii.) The exchange 
of visits of nanotechnology experts 
amongst Member States shall be 
arranged & iv.) Some joint projects 
in the area of interest for Member 
States shall be defined. 

Bandar Abbas–Almaty  
Container Train  to Be Launched in 2010

The First Meeting of the “En-Route Countries” of the ECO Container Train on 
Bandar Abbas -Almaty Route was held in Astana, on November 5, 2009, with the 
participation of delegations from all ECO Member States. Delegations from IDB, 
OTIF, ADB, and UNESCAP attended the Meeting. 
The Meeting decided on a range of subjects for launching an ECO Container 
Train on Bandar Abbas-Almaty Route. Those included, inter alia, consideration of 
Railway tariffs and wagon use rates and other charges, consideration of applying 
OSZhD rules and regulations for international rail transport on the route, review-
ing matters pertaining to customs clearance of the container train, adjustment of 
the technical specifications and parameters and review of the related investment 
projects. As per decisions of the Meeting, the ECO demonstration train on this 
route will be launched in July-August 2010. 
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Ukrainian 
Ambassador’s Call-
on the ECO Sec. 
General
The Ambassador of Ukraine to Iran, 
Mr. Ihor Lohinov, called-on the Sec-
retary General, on November 1, 2009. 
During the meeting he congratulated 
Ambassador Mohammed Yahya Ma-
roofi on assuming the responsibilities 
as the new Secretary General of ECO 
and wished him success during his ten-
ure. He also appreciated the progress 
made by ECO as a regional organiza-
tion in different fields, and offered col-
laboration in different areas especially 
Transport sector and Nanotechnology.   

He said that Ukraine has rich experi-
ence and expertise in the fields of Rail-
ways and Nanotechnology which can 
help establish cooperative relationship 
in a mutually beneficial manner. The 
Ambassador proposed to have expert-
level meetings between ECO Secretariat 
and Ukraine to explore the possibilities 
of establishing cooperative relation-
ship. The Secretary General thanked 
the Ambassador for his visit and gave 
an overview of the activities of Orga-
nization, its objectives, priorities and 
current programs in different areas. 
He added that successful completion 
of ECO projects in different fields have 
enhanced ECO’s standing and stature 
as an effective regional Organization 
that has the capability to address the 
common needs of the region. 
ECO Secretariat welcomes the propos-
al to establish cooperative relationship 
with Ukraine in areas of mutual inter-
est like Transport, Nanotechnology 
and Disaster Risk Reduction etc and 
is ready to engage with Ukrainian ex-
perts to explore the possibilities in this 
regard. 

UNOCHA Rep. Calls on ECO Sec. General
The representative of UNOCHA in Tehran, Dr. Ali Ashraf Mojtahed Shabestari, 
called on the Secretary General, Ambassador Mohammed Yahya Maroofi, on Oc-
tober 21, 2009 to discuss matters of common interest and cooperation between 
ECO and UNOCHA in the area of Disaster Risk Management, preparedness and 
response. The Secretary General while appreciating UNOCHA’s cooperation and 
assistance in the past stressed the need to further enhance the cooperative rela-
tions between the two organizations. 
He also underscored the need to develop joint projects/master plan of action for 
ECO region in consultation with UNOCHA to enhance regional cooperation and 
capacity in the area of Disaster Risk Management. Mr. Shabestari conveyed his 
full support to the proposal of jointly developing projects/master plan of action to 
enhance regional capability to deal with the natural disasters/calamities. He also 
acknowledged the rich experience of Sec. General in dealing with International 
Agencies/Organizations and expressed that this experience would help in further 
strengthening the relationship between ECO and UNOCHA. It was also decided 
that in the coming weeks both the Organizations would engage at the expert/
technical level to discuss the modalities of further cooperation/engagement.

International Conf. on Disaster Risk 
Management Convenes
The Fourth ECO International Conference on Disaster Risk Management 
was held in Dushanbe on 7-8 October, 2009. This Conference was organized 
jointly by the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan represented by the 
Committee for Emergency Situations and Civil Defense, the Secretariat of 
the Economic Organization (ECO) and the United Nations International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) Office in Dushanbe. 
Mr. Rahim Sultani of Tajikistan, welcomed the delegates in Dushanbe and 
gave a brief overview of the need of disaster risk management in Tajikistan 
and the institutional set up of the Committee for Emergency Situations and 
Civil Defense. Mr. Sultani renewed Tajikistan’s commitment to be a main 
partner in the activities related to the disaster risk management within the 
ECO region which is severely affected because of its geographical location. 
Ambassador Hassan Taherian ECO Deputy Secretary General, while de-
scribing the ECO region as one the most disaster prone area in the world, 
emphasized the significance of the disaster risk management and in partic-
ular strengthening institutional cooperation at all levels in the region. He 
referred to the challenge imposed by the changing climate. He underlined 
that it requires more investment and allocating additional resources to the 
disaster risk reduction, application of disaster risk reduction for adaptation 
to climate change assessing and building safer schools and hospitals in the 
region.  
Mr. Michael Jones, UNDP Resident Coordinator stated that we have money 
for all issues but actually very little money is available for emergency re-
sponses. Therefore, there is a dire need where funding could be pooled to-
gether which focus on any prevailing situation. He emphasized the need for 
naming one of the ECO member states as a focal point to ensure effective 
follow-up on the recommendations of the present and previous ECO Confer-
ences on the subject.
At the end of the Conference, a set of recommendations including establish-
ment of the ECO relief fund, participation states’ experts from the planning 
and budget sections in the subsequent Conferences related to disaster risk 
management, negotiations for preparing legal document to encourage ECO 
member states for early implementation of Hyogo Framework Action and 
preparing a draft strategy for regional cooperation on disaster risk manage-
ment were discussed and agreed by the Conference. 
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ECO Sec. General Visits Turkmenistan
The ECO Secretary General, Ambassador Mohammed Yahya Maroofi, visited 
Turkmenistan from October 25- 28, 2009. During the visit, which coincided 
with the National Day of Turkmenistan, he called on the President, H.E. Gur-
banguly Berdimuhamedow,  Deputy of the Minister’s Council for Economic Af-
fairs and the Foreign Minster of the Turkmenistan besides participating in a 
ceremony in Ashgabat held in connection with the National Day Celebrations. 
The Secretary General held very fruitful discussions with the top political leadership of 
the country. While appreciating the achievements of Turkmenistan in different areas, 
he highlighted its importance as an important regional member of the ECO family. The 
Secretary General hoped that Turkmenistan would continue to play a more active role 
in ECO in the future. He also invited Turkmenistan to join all the major agreements 
of ECO like ECOTA and TTFA. The President of Turkmenistan while terming ECO 
an important regional Organization assured of his full support for the ECO activities.  
In the area of transport, he asked the Secretary General to actively follow up on the 
Turkmenistan-Almaty-Tehran Railway Project. The Deputy of the Ministers Council 
and the Foreign Minister also underscored the importance of ECO and reiterated their 
commitment to the collective goals and objectives of the ECO. 

ECO Expert Group 
Meeting on 
Statistics
The 2nd High Level Expert Group Meet-
ing on Statistics of the Economic Coop-
eration Organization (ECO) was held on 
24-25 September 2009 in Dushanbe. 
Participants highlighted that the strat-
egy should be able to capture the multi-
faceted aspects of the functioning of the 
statistical system, in whole. Also, the 
need for regional assistance in conduct-
ing surveys and censuses was stressed. 
In this regard, FAO and UNICEF of-
fered their advisory and technical sup-
port in training as well as conducting 
joint projects. Improvement of the use 
of information technology in statistics 
as well as the harmonized methodol-
ogy, measurements and standards were 
recognized as an effective sustainable 
solution for obtaining relevant statistics 
to support policymaking.   

ECO Meeting 
on SME 
Development
An ECO meeting on SME develop-
ment was held from 26-27 October 
2009 in Lahore, Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan. Participants from members 
of the Committee (Iran, Pakistan and 
Turkey) attended the meeting. The 
Steering Committee was inaugurated 
and chaired by Mr. Shahid Rashid, 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
Small and Medium Enterprises De-
velopment Authority (SMEDA), Min-
istry of Industries & Production of 
Government of Pakistan. Mr. Khos-
row Hajian, Program Officer repre-
sented the ECO Secretariat. 
During the proceedings of the meet-
ing, the delegates exchanged Best 
Practices being exercised in their re-
spective countries on development 
of small and medium enterprises. 
The proposal submitted by Pakistan 
with regard to the Digital Informa-
tion Exchange Network (IDENE) 
was considered by participants in 
detail along with the proposal of 
Iran on ECO SME Fair Network. The 
meeting also appreciated the Repub-
lic of Turkey for holding the Pilot 
Training Program on Best Practices. 
The meeting concluded by develop-
ing a plan of action on projects fo-
cused on exchange of information 
and business opportunities amongst 
the member states. 

Training Workshop 
on SMEs 
A training Workshop on Best Practices 
by Turkish Small and Medium Industry 
Development Organization (KOSGEB) 
was held on 13-15 October, 2009, in 
Ankara. The workshop was organized 
by the Government of the Republic of 
Turkey, the Turkish Small and Medium 
Industry Development Organization 

(KOSGEB) and the ECO Secretariat. 
The representatives from Afghanistan, 
Azerbaijan, Iran, Pakistan and Tur-
key participated in the event. The goal 
of the workshop was to exchange the 
knowledge on the SMEs and to see the 
best practices of Turkey with respect 
to SMEs. The representatives briefed 
the participants on the issue of SMEs 
in their respective countries and ex-
pressed their views on the SME devel-
opment. The workshop helped the par-
ticipants to access new ideas regarding 
incentives in SME development and 
exchange information. 

Workshop on 
Establishing ECO 
Financial Postal 
Services 
The Workshop on ‘Technical and 
operational aspects of establishing 
financial postal services between the 
postal administrations of the ECO 
member states’ was held at Ankara 
on 21 October 2009. Delegations 
from seven ECO Member States at-
tended the Workshop. In his in au-
gural statement Mr. Hooman Fathi, 
the ECO Representative, provided 
an overview of the postal sector in 
the ECO Region. 
The Workshop discussed various sub-
jects on how best the regional coop-
eration in the field of financial postal 
services can be enhanced, specifically 
by linking the Member States to each 
others’ postal financial services. The 
workshop reviewed the current status 
of the linkages between the financial 
postal services of the member States, 
the existing alternative systems for 
establishing postal financial linkages 
in the ECO, and the infrastructure re-
quirements required for establishing 
such linkages. 

News/ECO Secretariat
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ECO Council for the White Card Scheme 
Meets in Tehran
The 1st Meeting of the ECO Council of Bureaux (ECO-CB) of the White Card 
Scheme was held at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran on 18-19 August, 2009. It was 
attended by the delegation of the ECO Secretariat as well as delegations from eight 
ECO Member States. The meeting considered ways and means to implement the 
ECO Motor Vehicle Third Party Liability Insurance Scheme (White Card), took 
measures for preparation of a comprehensive mechanism for contributions of the 
Member States and the budget of the Council, as well as a comprehensive mecha-
nism for implementation of the White Card Scheme in the light of the TTFA. It also 
agreed on arrangements for issuance and management of the White Card.
The Meeting also considered ways and means for organizing short term training 
programs to insurance staff of the ECO Member States on subjects related to im-
plementation of the White Card Scheme. It was agreed to have a special capacity 
building program for the Member States. Turkey and Iran, who have the experi-
ence of working with the Green Card, agreed to prepare a guidelines for setting the 
insurance tariff rules, collection of premiums, payment of claims, rules and rates of 
handling fees, and implementation of the Guarantee Mechanism for the White Card. 
The Meeting considered ways to intensify cooperation with the Council of Bureaux 
of the Green Card System and other successful regional MVTPLI Schemes. 

Heads of ECO 
Railway Authorities 
Meet in Islamabad

The 10th Meeting of the Heads of 
ECO Railway Authorities was held 
in Islamabad on August 13-14, 2009. 
The Meeting considered a range of 
subjects related to development of 
the regional cooperation in the field 
of railway transport including ways 
and means to implement the Rel-
evant Articles of TTFA, regional rail-
way projects along different routes in 
the ECO region; new ECO Program of 
Action for Transport & Communica-
tions, and ways to enhance coopera-
tion with international organizations 
in the field of railway. 
The Meeting agreed on a set of ar-
rangements to have the feasibility of 
Container Train run along Bandar 
Abbas-Almaty Route implemented 
at an early date. The Study would in-
volve participation of the National Fo-
cal Points of the concerned Member 
States. A meeting of the “en-route” 
countries will be held in Kazakhstan 
in 2009 as part of this Study. Ways 
and means were agreed on, to expe-
dite the implementation of the fea-
sibility study on the ECO Container 
Train on Istanbul-Tehran-Almaty-
Urumchi route, as well as connection 
of China through the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic, Tajikistan and Afghanistan and 
Afghanistan to Turkey via Iran. The 
representative of IDB renewed the 
Bank’s commitment to enhancing re-
gional cooperation in the context of 
the ECO, as a strategic thrust of the 
Bank under its Vision for 1440 (H). 
The Bank would consider financing 
projects of regional significance for 
development of transit transport in 
the ECO region.  

Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul Demo. Train 
Inaugurated 
The Demonstration Run of the ECO Container Train on Islamabad-Tehran-Is-
tanbul Route was inaugurated on 14th August, 2009, on the 62nd Anniversary 
of the Independence Day of Pakistan. The train left Islamabad’s Margala Sta-
tion on August 14 en route to Istanbul’s Haydarpashsa Station via Tehran. Ac-
cording to its approved timetable, it reached Istanbul in less than 14 days.
Out of total 6,506 kilometers length of the Islamabad-Istanbul rail track, the 
train service covers about 1,900 km of the distance in Pakistan, 2,570 km in Iran 
and 2,036 km in Turkey. The freight train would initially be dedicated for the 
transportation of cargo containers and would eventually include other goods 
and passenger services. The pilot freight train service got matured, other ECO 
Member countries including Afghanistan might also join it. 

ECO Holds Informal Meeting in New York
ECO held its 16th Informal Meeting of the Council of Min-
isters (CoM) on September 28, 2009 in New York on the 
sidelines of the 64th United Nations General Assembly Ses-
sion. The meeting hosted over the working lunch at the UN 
Building by the Permanent Mission of Iran to the UN, was 
chaired by H.E. Mr. Manouchehr Mottaki, the Foreign Min-
ister of Iran, in his capacity as the current Chairman of the 
ECO COM and was attended by the Foreign Ministers/Rep-
resentatives of the ECO Member States.  
The ECO Secretary General, Mr. Muhammed Yahya Maroofi, 
in his statement, briefed the meeting about the current pro-

gram/activities of the ECO and highlighted the major developments in the areas 
of Trade & Investment, Transport, and Energy, Agriculture and External Rela-
tions of ECO. 
The Informal Council of Ministers (COM) meeting is an annual event organized 
on the sidelines of United Nations General Assembly Session. The purpose is to 
avail the opportunity of the presence of the Foreign Ministers of ECO region in 
New York during this time and to discuss matters of common interest. The COM 
is an apex decision-making body of ECO that meets annually. 

News/ECO Secretariat
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Following the confirmation by ECI’s 
Member States, Dr. Hojjatollah 
Ayyubi, an advocate of arts and cul-
ture and largely  known in his coun-
try as the “Man of Festivals and Cul-
tural Exhibitions” officially took the 
ECI helm on September 22, 2009. 
During an informal inaugural cer-
emony, held at the Conference Hall 
of ECI Headquarters, graced with 
the presence of Dr. Parveez, the 
Deputy Minister for Cultural Af-
fairs of the Ministry of Culture and 
Islamic Guidance, the representa-
tive of the Iranian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and other relevant of-
ficials, Mr. Hojjatollah Ayyubi was 
introduced as the Sixth President of 
ECO Cultural Institute.
Later, during a special ceremony 
held at the Pakistan-House of the 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan in Tehran, attended by Ex-
cellencies, the Ambassadors of the 
ECO Member States, Dr. Ayyubi expressed his total commitment for the promo-
tion of common cultural heritage of ECO region and pledged to fulfill the aims 
and objectives of ECO Cultural Institute as enshrined in its Charter.  
Upon completion of his undergraduate and graduate works in "Islamic Issues 
and Political Science" in Iran's prestigious Imam-e-Sadegh University, President 
Ayyubi perused his education in France, where he earned Master's and P.H.D. 
degrees from Lyon 2 University in Political Science. 

professionally he has held numerous key positions at national and 
international levels including: 

Deputy Interior Minister;• 
Deputy Head of the General Inspection Organization of the I.R. Iran; • 
Cultural Counselor of the I.R. Iran in Paris;• 
Secretary, the Social Council of Iran; • 
Member of the Public Culture Council; • 
Dean of the political Science Faculty, Imam-e-Sadegh  University; • 
Director General of Higher Education, Imam-e-Sadegh  University; • 
Director General of Training, the Imam-e-Sadegh  University; • 
Director General of Research department, Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting; • 
Head of high Council of the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting.• 

In the area of academic world, he also has extensive experience including: 
Member of Academic Board, World International Faculty, Tehran Univer-• 
sity;
Member of the Political Science Council, the Social Science Study Center;• 
Member  of the Council of West Study, the Center of Cultural and Islamic • 
Studies;
Professor, the Social Science Faculty, Tools University;• 
Researcher, Lyon Political Sciences Institute. • 

In addition to his mother tongue of Persian, Dr. Ayyubi is good in English, fluent 
in French and Arabic. He is married and has 3 children. 

ECI has planed to engage in series of 
cultural activities related to Norouz 
festival on regional level, including the 
celebration of Norouz in Tehran in co-
operation with ECO Member States, in 
the last week of the Iranian year (end-
ing March 20, 2010). 
ECI made the proposal to this effect 
during the 2nd ECO Ministerial Meet-
ing on Tourism in Antalya, Turkey on 
22-23 Oct. 2009. The event will provide 
an opportunity for the rejuvenation of 
Norouz festivities and reinforcement of 
one of the most cherished cultural heri-
tage of all ECO countries. 
Several exhibitions featuring handi-
crafts of ECO Members will be held on 
the sidelines of the event to introduce 
the countries’ tourist attractions and 
pave the way for the sale of artworks. 
Norouz is not only celebrated by Ira-
nians and Persian speaking people 
around the world, it is also passionately 
celebrated by all other countries of Cen-
tral Asia and South Asia. The festival 
represents the common cultural heri-
tage of these countries. 
The New Year festival of Norouz, from 
the Persian word “No” (new) + “Ruz” 
(day), has been celebrated for several 
millennia by all the peoples living in 
the ECO Region. It is also a historical 
legacy with much cultural significance, 
symbolizing the awakening or rebirth 
of the natural life after barren winter. It 
is accompanied, several days or weeks 
before and after the spring equinox, by 
joyful ceremonies carrying centuries- 
old traditions among which are: house 
cleaning, seed sprouting before the 
Norouz arrival, the fire festivity on the 
eve of the last Wednesday of the year 
as well as the mass picnic to verdant 
countryside on the 13th day of the New 
Year. 

ECI to Host 
Regional Norouz 

Festival 

New President 
Leads ECI

News/ ECi
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A Reception was arranged at the 
Pakistan-House, by the Ambassa-
dor of Pakistan to Iran, Mr. MB. Ab-
basi, to bid farewell the outgoing ECI 
President, Dr. Muhammad Rajabi and 
welcome the new President of the In-
stitute, Dr. Hojjatollah Ayyubi, on No-
vember 4, 2009. 
Citing Dr. Rajabi’s contribution towards 
ECI’s development, the ambassador said: 
“Dr. Rajabi has done enormous job during 
his tenure, he is such an achiever” He went 
on to say “his leadership quality and great 
character made him a likeable and popular 
person across the ECO region. Welcoming 
the new President of ECO Cultural Insti-
tute he said: “I would also like to express 
my warm welcome and extend my con-
gratulation to our new nominated leader 
of ECI, Dr. Ayyoobi, who is joining the 
Institute with rich experiences and superb 
management skills. I would like to assure 

him of our support, and Inshallah Dr. Ra-
jabi’s advice would be always available to 
him for the next three years. 
Dr. Rajabi thanked the Ambassador and the 
Embassy of Pakistan for arranging the Re-
ception and said “I am very happy for the 
appointment of Dr. Ayyubi, who is a talented 
as well as and active person who I am sure 
will elevate ECI position to a much higher 

level.”  Dr. Ayyubi thanked the Ambassador 
for the Reception and praised the progress 
made during Dr. Rajabi’s tenure and added: 
“I think the solid foundation which he built 
the structure of ECI activities on, makes my 
job at ECI easier but at the same time ha has 
set such a high standard for cultural activi-
ties, the fulfillment of which puts a heavy 
responsibility on my shoulder. 

ECI President 
Discusses 
Future Plan with 
Kyrgyz Envoy

More Active 
Role for ECI in 
Tajikistan

President of ECO Cultural Institute, 
Dr. Hojjatollah Ayyubi paid a courtesy 
call to Kyrgyz Republic’s Ambassador 
to Tehran, Mr. Mededkhan Sherimku-
lov at the Kyrgyz Embassy October 27, 
2009. Dr. Ayyubi briefed the Ambassa-
dor about ECO Members’ participation 
in the International Division of this 
year’s Fajr Festival, in the areas of film, 
music and theatre, being held in Iran 
and coordinated by ECI.

 He also informed the Kyrgyz diplomat about new plan of actions in re-
gards to several new initiatives by ECI, including holding of the ECO 
Nations’ Sports Competitions in 2010, establishment of ECO Tourism 
Website, and celebration of Norouz festival with active participation of 
Member States. He urged the Ambassador for Kirghizstan’s strong par-
ticipation in those events. 
Another important topic discussed during the meeting was Kyrgyz Re-
public’s full membership of ECI. The two sides agreed for the formation 
of a working group, to look into the matter in depth and submit the report 
for appropriate decision. 

ECI President, Dr. Hojjatollah Ayyubi dur-
ing a meeting with the Tajik Ambassador, 
Ramazon Mirzoev, expressed ECI’s resolve 
to engage in more pro-active cultural un-
dertaking in Tajikistan in partnership with 
Tajikistan’s Embassy, in the near future.
Dr. Ayyubi briefed the Ambassador about 
the current plan being mulled over at the 
Institute to designate a Focal Point in Du-
shanbe as well as opening a Center to sell 
books and other cultural products in Tajiki-
stan, through third party- private sector’s 
involvement.
Among the other issues deliberated at the 
October 12, 2009 meeting in the Tajikistan 
Embassy, was the participation of Tajiki-
stan’s artists along with other ECO Mem-
ber States, as the “Special Guests” of this 
year’s Fajr Festival to be held in Iran, in the 
areas of music, film and theatre. 
Referring to the existing common cultural 
heritage, shared faith and history among the 
ECO Member States, the Tajik Ambassador 
expressed his country’s solid commitment 
to cooperate with ECO Cultural Institute to 
fulfill ECI’s aims and objectives.    

Reception Held in Honor of ECI Presidents
News/ ECi
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ECI President Briefs ECO Sec. General 
on New Cultural Initiatives
ECI President Dr. Hojatollah Ayyubi met with the ECO Sec-
retary General, Mr. M. Yahya Maroufi at the ECO Secretariat, 
October 18, 2009, and briefed the Secretary Gen about ECI’s 
future plan of action including establishment of ECO tourism 
website, holding of the first ECO Nations’ Sports competitions, 
celebration of Norouz Festival, holding of music festivals in the 
Member States and confer awards to contemporary writers/po-
ets of ECO region on their literary work for the cause of unity 
among ECO countries. 
Dr. Ayyubi further informed the Sec. General about ECI’s ambi-
tious plan to establish the first ECO Television Network with 
the cooperation of the Member States.   
The ECO Secretary General expressed his pleasure with ECI’s 
planned activities and assured the President of his support: 
“ECI’s aims and objectives bear directly on ECO’s image and 
standing and you have our support”. He went on to say: “ECI 
has a role most fundamental in strengthening the foundation 
that holds ECO’s edifice of regional cooperation”. 

The President of 
ECO Cultural Insti-
tute, Dr. Hojatollah 
Ayyubi during his 
courtesy call- meet-
ing with the Ambas-
sador of Turkmeni-
stan to Iran, Mr. 
Ahmad Gurbanov, 
looked into ways and 
means of expanding 
cultural relations be-
tween Turkmenistan and ECI. 
ECI President, cited culture as the simplest way to integrate peo-
ple, because culture is not bound to national boundaries and geo-
graphical limitations. Referring to the lofty position occupied by 
Makhtoom Ghuli, as the national poet of Turkmenistan, Dr. Ayyu-
bi proposed the commemoration of his birth anniversary on his 
place of burial in the Northern Province of Golestan, around May 
18, 2010. Recital of Makhtoom Ghuli's poetries by holding of joint 
music concerts by the popular Turkmen and Iranian singers was 
yet another proposal offered by Dr. Ayyubi to bolster Turkmeni-
stan's role in ECI activities.
Turkmenistan's Ambassador Ahmad Gurbanov ,  by pointing out 
to the" invitation extended by the Turkmenistan's  government 
for the ECI Delegation to attend the June 15, 2009 inaugural cer-
emony of putting into operation, Avaza  National Tourist  Zone 
and its  excellent coverage  by ECO Times, could be considered  a 
positive step forward in our bilateral relations". 

ECI Explores Remembrance of 
Turkmenistan Nat. Poet with the 
Ambassador  ECI President Meets 

Uzbek Amb.
The President of ECI, Dr. Hojatollah Ayyubi, 
paid a courtesy call to Uzbekistan's Ambassador 
to Iran, Mr. Ilhom Akramov and  surveyed ways 
of improving bilateral relations.
In the Sunday November 8, 2009 meeting at the 
Embassy of Uzbekistan, ECI President referred 
to Republic of Uzbekistan as: "One of the most 
important Member of ECO families, a country 
with rich culture and civilization". 
He said: "People of ECO enjoy a shared history, a 
common heritage, and a continuing commonal-
ity in faith, which make them like a natural fam-
ily. ECI's function is to strengthen these ties, and 
as such it considers it as its obligation to promote 
the rich cultural heritage of ECO region".
Referring to the International Section of this 
year's prestigious Fajr Festival, Dr. Ayyubi said: 
"This is a golden opportunity for the artists of 
the ECO region to participate in the areas of film, 
theatre and music of the Festival". He urged Am-
bassador Akramov to encourage his government 
for the participation of his country's artists and 
performers. 
While pointing out to the cultural significance of 
Uzbekistan in the ECO region, President Ayyubi 
stressed upon the need for Uzbekistan to Ratify 
the ECI Charter and fully join the Institute.
The Uzbek Ambassador was also briefed about 
the successful conclusion of the draft format of 
the 1st Edition of the ECO Tourist Guide – Book, 
as prepared by ECI and presented to 2nd ECO 
Ministerial Meeting in Antalya, Turkey and the 
construction of the 1st ECO Tourism Website by 
ECI. 
Ambassador Akramov stated that Uzbekistan 
would participate at this year's printing and 
packaging exhibition coordinated by ECI in N.E. 
city of Mash'had .  

News/ ECi
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Turkey, to Play a More Active Role in ECI
The President of ECO Cultural 
Institute, Dr. Hojjatollah Ayyu-
bi and Turkish Ambassador to 
Iran, Mr. Salim Kara Osmanu-
glu met at the Turkish Embassy 
compound in Tehran, November 
4, 2009 and explored ways and 
means of cooperation between 
Istanbul Museum and Contem-
porary Art Museum of Tehran 
and much more.

Referring to Turkey’s key role in ECO, Dr. Ayyubi pointed out to the 2nd ECO 
Ministerial Meeting on Tourism, October 22-23, successfully hosted by Tur-
key in Antalya and briefed the Ambassador about the details of the approved 
proposals, put forward by ECI, to the ECO Ministers, including the creation of 
ECO Tourism Website, organizing the ECO Sports Cup and holding of Norouz 
Festival in Iran, with the participation of ECO Member States.  Naming of the 
pathway travelled by Molana Jalalud-din Rumi, from his place of birth in Balkh, 
to his place of rest in Konia as the “Path of Sun” for the purpose of upholding 
this great thinker/poet/philosopher, was offered by ECI President, as a possible 
way of boosting Turkey’ presence in ECI.  Dr. Ayyubi stressed that “there are 
ample reasons to justify Turkey’s move from the present level of being a Signa-
tory Member to a Full Member in ECI by Ratifying its Charter.” 
Ambassador Salim Kara Osmanuglu cited promotion of academic relations 
among the universities and institutions of higher learning in the ECO region, 
holding of an exposition to highlight Rumi’s pathway from Balkh to Konia 
and more cooperation between Turkish and Iranian museums, as possible 
means for Turkey’s more active role in ECO Cultural Institute.    
The Representative of Turkish Government, also pointed out to the impor-
tance of strengthening ECO’s common cultural heritage and the crucial role 
required by ECI, to introduce them to the international community. 

ECI President Dr. H. Ayyubi and Pakistan’s Ambassador to Iran, Mr. Muhammad 
Abbasi met on October 10, 2009 at the Embassy of Pakistan to discuss future plan 
of action in the field of culture. The two sides expressed their satisfaction for the 
successful performances of the Pakistani Qawwal group, presenting the traditional 
music of Pakistan to the enthusiastic crowds in several Iranian cities of Tehran, 
Isfahan and Shiraz in late August 2009. 
The two sides agreed to organize a conference on “Sufi Tradition” with the par-
ticipation of scholars of the ECO region, in one of the Pakistani cities of Lahore or 
Multan in the Punjab Province.  Furthermore, ECI President offered the follow-
ing proposals for the promotion of common cultural heritage among the Member 
States, which were welcomed by Pakistan’s Ambassador:
1- Participation of the artists of Member States as “Special Guests” in this year’s 
Fajr Festival, in Iran
2- Celebration of Norouz by Member States in Iran, with the cooperation of Teh-
ran’s Contemporary Art Museum 
3- Holding of monthly programs to introduce ECO region’s luminaries and cul-
tural personalities (writers, film directors, musicians…) as per agreement reached 
between ECI President and Head of National Library of Iran. 

Conference on Sufi Tradition in Punjab 
Province, ECI President Proposes

The closing ceremony of the Rostam 
and Sohrab play, performed by the 
prize winning Tajik theatre group, 
at Tehran’s Shahr Theatre, met with 
standing ovation by the enthusiastic 
audience who were thrilled by the 
superb performance of the Tajiks 
and deeply impressed by Ferdowsi’s 
classic epic story.  
The play of Rostam and Sohrab, di-
rected by the renowned Tajik art-
ist, Sultan Osmanof, brought to 
stage the able Tajik cast, composed 
of Ghorban Sabir, Kamraneddin 
Mirzayef, Soltan Osmanof, Rajab-
ali Gusinef, Sohrab Abkhunof, Abd 
Momen Sharifof, Sohrab Osmanof, 
Nazem Malikof, Mahpeykar Yurova 
and Zolfiya Azkuva.

Tajik artists’ final performance of the 
tragic story of Rostam and Sohrab, 
was staged by the initiation of ECO 
Cultural Institute (ECI) and attended 
by a sizable crowd of invited guests 
among them, the Kyrgyz Republic’s 
Ambassador to Iran, Mr. Mededkhan 
Sherimkulov,  who was apparently 
moved by the superb performance:  
“We (the Kyrgyz people) have grown 
up since our childhood with Fer-
dowsi’s eternal epic stories” said the 
Ambassador.  “Although I have read 
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh in the past, 
which has had great influence on 
Kyrgyz’s epic stories of Manas, but 
tonight, I am especially impressed 
by the play, I hope someday it would 
be staged in my country by the same 
group” added the Kyrgyz diplomat.
The Tajik theatre group had 10 
nights of successful performances 
in Tehran’s Shahr Theatre, starting 
from 20 September 2009. 

ECI Initiates Tajik 
Theatre Group 
Performance

News/ ECi
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IMF Executive Director 
Visits ECO Bank   
The Executive Di-
rector of the IMF, 
Mr. J. Mojarrad 
and his Senior Ad-
visor, Mr. E. Uddin 
Ahmad visited ECO 
Trade and Devel-
opment Bank on October 1, 2009. The 
President of the Bank Mr. M. Ulus gave 
brief information to the IMF Executive 
Director about the financial activities 
of the Bank towards the ECO Region.  
It was emphasized that the ECO Re-
gion retains an immense potential for 
economic growth, but its infrastruc-
tural development needs to be sup-
ported especially by the International 
Financial Institutions and, as one of 
the major player which enjoys this 
priority, the ECO Bank is required to 
give more importance to support in-
frastructural projects for the Region. 
It was also mentioned that to increase 
the intra-regional trade among the 
ECO member countries could be an 
alternative solution to overcome the 
negative effects of the global economic 
crises and the Short Term Trade Facili-
ties of the ECO Bank constitute a suit-
able tool for improving volume to trade 
in the region.

Dr. Ahmad Mohamed Ali, President of 
IDB Group, along with his team visited 
the of ECO Bank’s President at the ECO 
Bank Headquarters Office in Istanbul, 
on October 6, 2009. The two Parties 
discussed details of cooperation and 
signed MoU. The MoU highlights the 
common understanding of establish-
ing mutually beneficial partnership be-
tween both Parties and provides a gen-
eral framework to facilitate cooperation 
between the Parties in extending and 
promoting economic and social devel-
opment of common member countries.

The areas of cooperation would inter 
alia include agriculture, infrastructure, 
manufacturing, trade, telecommunica-
tions, health and private sector develop-
ment, etc. Within this perspective, it has 
been concluded that both Parties share 
information on joint operation oppor-
tunities and harness resources for co-fi-
nance/joint investment operations. The 
ECO Bank and the IDB Group agreed to 
maintain a close relationship and estab-
lish necessary follow-up mechanisms in 
order to achieve their respective goals 
and common purposes.

ECO Bank & IDB Sign MoU

ECO Secretary 
General Visits 
ECO Bank 
Mr. Mohammed Yahya Maroufi, ECO 
Secretary General and Mr. Fatih Ünlü, 
the Deputy Secretary General visited 
ECO Bank’s President at the Headquar-
ters Office in İstanbul, on November 5, 
2009 in order to exchange the point of 
views on supporting sustainable eco-
nomic development and improving in-
tra-regional trade for the ECO region.

During the meeting it was highlighted 
that “the ECO region with its abun-
dance of natural and human resource 
offers many opportunities for all mem-
ber countries to improve their econom-

ic and commercial cooperation with 
each other and their bilateral coopera-
tion will also create spill over effect for 
further integration of the region”. The 
integral improvement of transportation 
and telecommunication facilities for 
the ECO region have been mentioned 
as the priority issues to be attained in 
order to enhance the regional trade as 
well as the market size for local indus-

tries to reap the benefits of the econo-
mies of scale. 

Underlying the regional importance of 
the ECO Bank’s operations which pro-
vide project, corporate, trade and SME 
financing facilities for the member 
countries, it was agreed to work together 
with the ECO Secretariat for the further 
accession of the new members to the 
Bank from the other ECO countries.
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ECI 
Coordinates 

1st ECO 
printing 

Fair
The 1st ECO International Print-
ing and Packaging Industries 
Exhibition (PECO 2009) was in-
augurated in Mashhad, Novem-
ber 19, 2009. More than 350 lo-
cal and foreign companies of the 
printing and packaging indus-
tries participated in the event.

Emphasizing on the fact that today’s 
war is neither military nor economic 
but rather it’s a war of media, Dr. Ayy-
oubi, ECI President said during the 
inauguration ceremony: “In today’s 
world, a simple image could leave a 
vast influence. Sometimes, a message 
or a picture wrapped in a suitable and 
attractive package could deeply im-
press the human mind “.
Delivering his speech among officials 
from Iran’s members of Parliament as 
well as local and foreign guests active in 
printing and packaging industries, Dr. 
Ayyoubi pointed out the cultural posi-
tion of ECO countries and added: “ECO 
Member States who form the founda-
tion of world’s literature and mysticism 
should utilize this experience and po-
tential in this industry”.
He went on to elaborate on the develop-
ment of means of transferring the cul-
tural values and preserving the cultural 
heritage of our forefathers and added: 
“Although the world of digital media 
is growing rapidly, the lofty position of 
printed publications could not be de-
nied.”  The fair, concluding on Novem-
ber 23, 2009, had sections such as Pre-
press Systems, Press Machinery and 
Systems, Bookbinding and Post Press 
Machinery and Systems, Corrugating 
Machinery and Services, Paper and 
Offset Printing Machinery.
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T
he 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Tourism was 
held in Antalya, October 23, 2009. The Meeting 
was preceded by the 4th ECO High Level Experts 
Group Meeting on Tourism October 22, 2009. Both 

gatherings were hosted by the Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism of Turkey, in which the Member States of Afghanistan, 

Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, 
and Turkey were the participants.
An ECI delegation, led by the President of the Institute, Dr. 
Hojjatollah Ayyubi, accompanied by ECI Executive Direc-
tor, Mr. Muhammad Owaisi and the project manager for the 
ECO Tourist Guide-Book, Mr. Ali Sabzalian, attended the 

The 2nd ECO

Ministerial Meeting on Tourism
Antalya, Turkey,  22-23 October 2009
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The 2nd ECO

Ministerial Meeting on Tourism

ECI Submits (Draft) ECO 
Tourist Guide-Book  
ECO Cultural Institute submitted the fourth 
draft of the ECO Tourist Guide–Book to the 
2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Tourism held 
in Antalya, Turkey, 22-23 October 2009 for re-
view and final approval.   
The Representative of ECO Cultural Institute 
(ECI) briefed the High Level Experts Group 
Meeting on Tourism regarding the publication 
process of the ECO Tourist Guide-Book. He in-
formed the HLEG Meeting that soft copies of 
the Guide-Book have already been circulated 
among the Member States prior to the Minis-
terial Meeting for their review. The Meeting 
agreed that all Member States will convey their 
comments and revisions regarding the G. Book 
within three months at the latest. In case, no 
comments are received within the time limit, 
it would be considered as approved and ECI 
would go ahead with the final publication 
of the Book in large quantity. The 532 pages 
Guide –Book, published in digital format and 
in limited number, contains critical tourism 
information such as:  country profile, art & cul-
ture, top 10 places to visit, 5 major cities, visa 
requirements, Silk Road path, Ecotourism, eti-
quette, language essentials and other relevant 
issues pertaining to each Member State.

Antalya, Turkey,  22-23 October 2009

two days event.  The ECO Secretariat’s delegation was rep-
resented by the ECO Deputy Secretary General, Mr. Fatih 
Unlu, accompanied by ECO Director for Industry/Agricul-
ture/Tourism, Mr. Ahmed Forkan and Steno Secretary Mr. 
Amer Mahmood.  The Ministerial meeting was inaugurated 
by the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism of Turkey, Mr. Ismet Yilmaz. 
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I believe meeting face to face is the • 
key word for all of our cultural ac-
tivities, and at the age of globalized 
communication, human need for 
meeting one another has substan-
tially increased. 
The explosion of information tech-• 
nology has not helped us substan-
tially to get to know each other bet-
ter, on the contrary it has increased 
misunderstandings among us. 
It is the union of fire and water that • 
causes water to boil, similarly it 
was the meeting of Molana Jalal-
ud-Din Rumi with Shams-e Tabrizi 
which stimulated Rumi to rejoice 
and  jubilate, burning such a fire in 
his heart that has lighted the world 
up until now.
I consider arranging meetings • 
among eminent scholars of ECO 
region in the areas of art, culture 
and literature, to be ECI’s crucial 
responsibility. 
In my opinion, the subject of tour-• 
ism before being an economical 
subject is a cultural issue and as 
such, it does not recognize any 
geographical borders or national 
boundaries, hence it could not be 
confined to earthly limitations. 
Looking at the lives of our lumi-

naries such as Shams-e Tabrizi, 
Rumi, Saadi, Nizami, Hafiz and 
Rudaki show that they did not de-
tain themselves into a particular 
geographical boundaries. 
It is based on these notions that I • 
believe we should encourage and 
facilitate the people of the ECO ter-
ritory or the land of Sun which I 
would like to call it, to have the op-
portunities to see each other face to 
face and the best medium for their 
meetings are culture and art by 
means of music, literature, cinema, 
painting etc. 
We are among a very few civiliza-• 
tions that its calligraphy is a form 
of art. therefore we could easily say 
that the essence of the language of 
ECO Cultural Institute are really 
art and literature.
I was delighted to hear that ECI’s • 
proposal for developing an ECO 
Tourism Website has been well re-
ceived by the 4th ECO High Level 
Group Meeting on Tourism.
It is based on the same principle • 
that I consider sport as being an 
excellent medium for people to ef-
fectively communicate with each 
other. I have been very encouraged 
to know that ECI’s proposal for the 

establishment of “ECO- Sport Cup” 
has also been received with enthu-
siasm.
I am on the opinion that while we • 
give credence to meetings among 
governmental organizations such 
as tourism organizations, televi-
sion authorities, and libraries etc. 
we should also give high priorities 
to meetings among the civil societ-
ies, NGOs and private sectors.
It is my wish to bring into being • 
different festivals of art and culture 
in different ECO Member States; 
because I sincerely believe that the 
artistic festival is the right environ-
ment for our people to meet. It is 
due to this conviction that I have 
been known in my country as the 
"Man of Festival".
Mr. Chairman I wish to conclude • 
my statement by presetting to you a 
humble gift as a token of my appre-
ciation for organizing such a mag-
nificent meeting and giving me the 
opportunity to address this noble 
body. This is a package, which con-
tains thirty years of selected Irani-
an movies condensed in one album, 
hoping that some day we would be 
able to make the same album for 
the ECO cinematography!

	“Culture	Could	Not	Be	Confined	to	
Earthly Limitations”

The President of ECO Cultural Institute, Dr. Hojjatollah Ayyubi, addressing the 2nd Ministerial Meeting on Tourism, held 
in Antalya, Turkey, Oct. 23, 2009, delivered an emotional speech, excerpts of which are presented below: 
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Azerbaijan 
proposes 
Action plan on 
Ecotourism
Mr. Aydin Is-
miyev, Head of 
Tourism De-
partment, Min-
istry of Culture 
and Tourism, 
Republic of 
A z e r b a i j a n , 
informed the 
4th ECO High Level Experts Group 
Meeting on Tourism, that Azerbai-
jan, as coordinator of Ecotourism, 
has prepared an Action Plan in the 
field of Ecological Tourism and de-
clared its readiness to host a meet-
ing under the topic of Ecotourism in 
2010. Mr. Mahir  Gahramanov, Chief 
of Division of Research Works and 
Statistics Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism was the other member of 
Republic  of Azerbaijan’s delegation. 
Azerbaijan enjoys extremely diverse 
nature. The natural and geographi-
cal conditions have provided for the 
occurrence of diverse flora and fauna 
species. According to Republic of 
Azerbaijan Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism, of the 11 climate zones, 9 
are found in Azerbaijan. As a new 
form of tourism, Ecotourism has 
been addressed in National Program 
on Environmentally Sustainable So-
cial- Economic Development.

Kazakhstan, 
Afghanistan 
propose Revival of 
Silk Road
Director of 
Tourism, Min-
istry of Tour-
ism and Sports 
of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan, 
Ms. Dariga 
Kamzebayeva, 
made a power 
point presentation on revival of Silk 
Road at the 4th HLEG Meeting.  
She proposed uniform visa for this 
purpose. Meanwhile, the Repre-
sentative of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan, Mr. Aziz Ahmad Pan-
jshiri, proposed the formation of a 
“committee” regarding the revival 
of the Silk Road, making it a tour-
ist attraction vista, marking out its 
definition and agreed upon routes 
by the ECO historians. He reiter-
ated its offer to host the Working 
Group Meeting on Silk Road in Af-
ghanistan. 
Central Asia, situated between Chi-
na and India in the east, bordering 
on the European world in the west, 
spreading between the Volga and 
Siberia in the north, and between 
Persia and Arabia in the south, for 
almost two thousand years stood at 
the crossroads of the world’s great 
civilizations and cultures.

ECI proposes ECO 
Tourism Website, 
ECO Sports- Cup…
 
ECO Cultural 
Institute put 
forward sever-
al new propos-
als to the 2nd 
ECO Ministe-
rial Meeting 
on Tourism 
to enhance 
regional tourism and cultural 
cooperation. Establishment of 
ECO tourism website, holding of 
sports competitions, celebrations 
of Norouz festival and confer ECO 
Awards to contemporary writers/
poets of ECO region on their lit-
erary work, for the cause of unity 
among neighboring countries were 
spelled out as part of ECI’s new 
initiatives. 
The Meeting requested ECI to es-
tablish ECO Tourism Website with 
linkages to the tourism related 
websites of the Tourism Minis-
tries/Departments of the Member 
States which may include the up-
dated version of the ECO Tourist 
Guide-Book as well.  
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Excellencies,
Honorable Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great privilege for me to extend a 
warm welcome to you and express our 
thanks for your participation in this Min-
isterial Meeting.  We are really grateful 
to the Government of the Republic of 
Turkey for hosting this important event.  
We are particularly grateful to His Excel-
lency Mr. Ertugrul GUNAY, the Minister 
of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of 
Turkey and H.E. Ismet YILMAZ, Under-
Secretary of the Ministry and their able 
staff for their support and cooperation.  

Excellencies,

 In one sense, tourism means interaction 
and integration, interaction and integra-
tion of peoples, cultures, ideas. While 
visiting a place you do not only see the 
natural beauties there, but also deepen 
your understanding of life through the 
knowledge, experience you accumulated 
there. We have a famous saying “One 
language is one human being.” In the 
same vein, when we visit more places, 
our understanding of life, thus our cul-
ture grows.  

Tourism has a great impact for the econ-
omy, for the natural environment and 
built environment, for the local popu-
lation at the places visited, and for the 
visitors themselves. Tourism also has 
positive impact on movement of human 
capital and employment. As an example, 
tourism sector ranks as the first; second; 
or third largest employer in 32 states in 
the world.  It is estimated that the share 

of tourism in the whole global economy 
exceeds 7.8 percent and tourism rev-
enues, sometimes with fluctuations grow 
steadily. In the ECO region in 2008, 
more than 30 million tourists visited the 
ECO countries. 

Excellencies,

Tourism ideally plays an important role 
in the world peace through enhancing 
global understanding and cultural aware-
ness. ECO countries with nearly 400 
million people as inhabitants, is a rich 
region in historical, cultural and natural 
resources. This region hosted various 
big empires and civilizations as appar-
ent from the richness of its historical and 
cultural sites. You can see this clearly in 
the ECO Tourist Guide Book in front of 
us. ECO region was a main visiting place 
for merchants, tourists for centuries and 
was on the route of historical Silk Road.  
Therefore, there is a need for regional 
cooperation to have the optimum use of 
all available resources to boost regional 
tourism to attract not only foreign tour-
ists but encourage our citizens to travel 
in the region as well.
 While mentioning tourism, I would like 
to draw your kind attention to a few im-
portant issues. Firstly, correlation be-
tween tourist activities and economic 
well being seems very high. When people 
have more revenues, they tend to travel 
more. Therefore for enhancing tourism, 
a broader understanding and approach 
is needed starting from leisure culture 
to economic development. Secondly, 
to reap the long term benefits, tourism 
should be designed in a way to preserve 
local culture and values as well, it should 
not be means to serve one dominant cul-

ture for the whole world.   

Thirdly, the level of political relations, 
peace and stability, image and percep-
tion all play a crucial role in movement 
of people and enhancing tourism. But 
after these, private sector has the up-
per hand in ensuring more visits to each 
other.  Therefore, having a more peaceful 
international environment and strong 
involvement of private sector help tour-
ism in several aspects.   
  
Excellencies,  

Our meeting today is a follow-up to the 
decision taken at the 1st ECO Ministerial 
Meeting on Tourism in October, 2008 in 
Tehran.  There, in that special setting, we 
agreed among others to establish ECO 
Tourism Promotion Fund and prepare 
the 1st issue of ECO Tourism Guidebook.  
It is really satisfactory that there are con-
crete developments in these areas. This 
became possible with the active support 
and cooperation of Your Excellencies, for 
which I am highly grateful.
 First of all, we have now in front of us 
the first draft print of the ECO Tourist 
Guide Book as an impressive study. Still 
it needs revision by our member coun-
tries, after this we plan to have the final 
print early next year. Iranian Culture 
and Tourism Organization has already 
promised to cover the printing cost of the 
Guide Book. We sincerely thank them for 
this initiative.
Secondly, regarding tourism promotion 
fund we can also expect some concrete 
developments as there is a good number 
of countries that shown interest in this 
Fund. 
In tourism infrastructure development, 

Statement by 

Mr. Fatih UNLU,ECO Deputy  
Secretary General 

On behalf of  ECO Secretary General. Mohammed 
Yahya MAAROFI
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we have identified a set of projects.  
These projects merit urgent attention to 
strengthen this field of activity, to increase 
the merge of cooperation of companies of 
the member countries in the field of tour-
ism. These projects will also reduce the 
cost of transportation. So, in ECO, we 
support the efforts of ECO transportation 
sector for strengthening the transporta-
tion routes and therefore decreasing the 
costs. ECO Trade and Development Bank 
will also play a role in infrastructure de-
velopment in the region.  
Along with these efforts, we should also 
involve more our tour operators and 
private sector in tourism sector in our 
cooperation activities. Facilitation of 
visa, cheaper travel and organized tour-
ism also helps movements of people with 
touristic or commercial purposes.   
Excellencies,
The 4th High Level Expert Group Meet-
ing held very useful discussions yester-
day.  I thank the distinguished Senior Of-
ficers who participated in that meeting.  
Their deliberations covered the different 
technical and operational aspects of the 
related projects of tourism and made this 
meeting easy for us.  

Excellencies, 
Distinguished delegates,

Before concluding my statement, I would 
like to underline once more strategic 
significance of our region in the tourism 
sector. In addition to geographic contigu-
ity and cultural affinity, common history 
and shared heritage, we have strong in-
gredients of regional connectivity.  I am 
sure that with Your Excellencies’ guid-
ance, support and with more initiatives 
like we are taking today, tourism sector 
will not only keep pace with, but also help 
accelerate the growth in all other areas of 
regional cooperation. 
At the end, I would like to thank once 
again to the Ministry and Culture of the 
Republic of Turkey, especially to H.E. Er-
tugrul GUNAY, the Minister, H.E. Ismet 
YILMAZ, Undersecretary and their able 
staff for hosting this important event. I 
also wish to thank to the members of the 
organizing Committee, colleagues from 
ECO Secretariat, translators, drivers for 
their contributions to the success of the 
Meeting. I would like to thank to all par-
ticipating countries for their presence 
and contributions. We hope to see fruit-
ful results out of this important meeting. 
I wish you all the success.

Thank you very much for your kind at-
tention.
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Why 
Invest in

 Republic of Azerbaijan?

Azerbaijan

Some 
Good 

Reasons 

Fast Growing Economy

N
ow the country is one of the 
most rapidly recovering 
economies in the world. The 
GDP annual surplus in 2005 

was 26.4%. A record growth in 2006 was 
at 34.5% (highest growth indicator glob-
ally for the year) and 24.7% in 2007.  

Abundant Resources 
Azerbaijan is rich in mineral and climat-
ic resources. The Caspian Sea oil & gas 
reserves are one of the major deposits 

The Republic of Azerbaijan is one 
of the most rapidly growing econo-
mies in the world and is a leading 
FDI destination in the region. Expe-
riencing a total FDI stock of more 
than 25 bln USD during the last 
decade, the country has seen con-
tinuous enhancement in the overall 
legal framework for the investment 
activities with a number of practical 
regulations liberalizing conduct of 
business and reducing red tape ob-
stacles. The Government has opened 
up economy for the international 
business and has introduced invest-
ments friendly laws and regulations. 
This article deals with the major fac-
tors that turned Azerbaijan into a 
leading FDI destination and provide 
for justification to do business.
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globally. Azerbaijan has also substan-
tial explored deposits of precious met-
als (including gold and silver), ferrous 
and non-ferrous metals, various con-
struction raw materials deposits etc. 
One of the major resources the country 
has is its natural diversity. Despite rela-
tively small size, the Azerbaijani territo-
ry due to complex terrain and geography 
has a number of distinct climatic zones 
ranging from humid subtropical climate 
to semi-arctic. This creates unique op-
portunities in agriculture and tourism.

Favorable Location 
Azerbaijan is located on the very south-
eastern border of the European conti-
nent and serves as the natural bridge 
between Europe and Central Asia. Be-
sides, it is the most convenient route 
from the North-East of Europe to the 
Middle East. The country is the logistics 
hub for the Caspian region. Excellent 
infrastructure of Baku (including larg-
est regional sea and air terminal) is the 
best choice for any business entering 
the markets of the Caspian Sea region.

Competitive Cost of Production 
Azerbaijan has long lasting industrial 
and trade traditions. The industrial 
revolution has taken place there in the 
late XIX century due to expanding and 
advanced oil production and process-
ing sector. Further industrial develop-
ment led to growing R&D base. A large 
R&D center, Academy of Sciences with 
circa 7,000 research studies, exists in 
Azerbaijan in parallel with a number of 
universities and colleges. The country is 
rich in engineering skills yet the wages 
are still very competitive. Azerbaijani 
government’s policies in respect of util-
ities tariffs are manufacturer-friendly.

Bilateral Investment Treaties 
Azerbaijan has 39 bilateral treaties on 
the mutual protection of investments. 
Several more treaties are currently be-
ing negotiated. Azerbaijan is also a par-
ty to a number of multilateral treaties 
concerning foreign investment.

Where to Invest?   

Energy 
Azerbaijan’s existing power genera-
tion capacity, fuel resources and in-

frastructure is not only able to satisfy 
domestic needs for energy but can also 
offer substantial export opportunities 
for electricity. Participation of private 
business in power generation and dis-
tribution is permitted by law, and elec-
tricity generated by private producers 
may be delivered to consumers with-
out any restrictions. Fuel supplied to 
private producers may be delivered on 
the same terms as to state owned power 
stations.
The Azerbaijani government’s priorities 
in respect of projects aimed at improve-
ment of energy supply to households 
and industry are as follows:
- Rehabilitation of the Ali-Bayramli 
Electric Station (1050 MVt) 
- Construction of new medium-sized 
generating stations (100 MVt) by pri-
vate investors
- Construction of small wind farms and 
hydropower stations. Private invest-
ments are welcomed.
- Construction of new hydropower sta-
tions
- Introduction of the energy efficiency 
equipment and technology to the Azer-
baijani market (or domestic production) 
Private capital in the electricity sector 
is encouraged by legislation in order 
to support energy efficiency and to 
increase the confidence of investors. 

Telecom Sector
Azerbaijani telecommunications is the 
second largest recipient of foreign in-
vestment after the oil industry. The 

largest FDI stock is in the mobile tele-
phony, followed by a number of enter-
prises with the foreign capital in land 
lines operating companies, internet 
providers and cable TV companies. 
The sector now is on the verge of fur-
ther restructuring. One of the major 
steps taken is continuing privatization 
of the state shares in the telecom and 
IT enterprises. The Azerbaijani tele-
com market is expanding rapidly. It is 
one of the leading sectors contributing 
to the economy growth. 125 thousand 
land lines were installed in 2004 alone 
which is above 10% growth. Number of 
mobile telephone subscribers exceed-
ed 3 million in 2006 and continues to 
grow rapidly.
Further development of the telecom 
services is underpinned by the con-
struction of Trans-Asia-Europe fiber-
optic cable. It will give an impetus to 
introduction of new internet related 
services, international traffic etc. 
Foreign capital inflow into the telecom-
munications industry has evolved pri-
marily in the form of joint ventures with 
the entities subordinate to the Ministry 
of Communications, which acts both as 
the ultimate partner and supervising 
authority. Such joint ventures are en-
gaged in the production of telecommu-
nications equipment and the operation 
of telecommunications facilities. Legal 
framework aimed at liberalization of 
the market undoubtedly provides for 
substantial business opportunities for 
foreign companies with technologies 
and skills.
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Agriculture 
Azerbaijan is one of the world’s old-
est agricultural centers. The country’s 
climatic diversity allows a very broad 
range of crops to be cultivated. The sec-
tor is growing rapidly. The annual av-
erage growth since 2000 in the sector 
has been one of the highest sustained 
growth rates registered. In addition to 
meeting most of domestic demand with 
high quality products, the country’s 
agricultural producers are traditional 
suppliers to a number of large regional 
markets. The most substantial one is 
the market of the former Soviet Union 
(including Russia). 
Apart from food products, Azerbaijan 
is also traditionally strong in cultivat-
ing such non-food crops and products 
as cotton, silk, tobacco, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, cattle and poultry, tea and 
hazelnuts. 
Substantial business opportunities are 
now opening up in the agriculture of 
Azerbaijan for a number of reasons. The 
Azerbaijan government has embarked 
on a very ambitious Program of Re-
gional Development. The Program in-
cludes development of agriculture and 
food processing sector as one of its key 
elements. It also includes rehabilitation 
of major infrastructure, promotion of 
exports, more effective management of 
businesses, rehabilitation of existing fa-
cilities and development of green-field 
projects. Along with traditional agricul-
tural products, substantial opportuni-
ties exist in export oriented segments.

Food Processing 
The food processing industry in Azer-
baijan consists of three main segments: 
meat processing, production of dairy 
products and processing and canning 
of fruits and vegetables. In order to 
provide markets for local agricultural 
producers, there is still a need for sub-
stantial rehabilitation and renovation 
of storage and processing facilities. Sig-
nificant opportunities exist in export-
oriented agricultural production and 
processing. Azerbaijan’s pomegranate, 
feijoa and grape juices and its olives, 
hazelnuts and other products are all 
competitive in international terms. The 
major markets include Russia, Ukraine 
and other countries of the region. 

Construction 
The hot spot of the market is undoubt-

edly capital Baku city. The 2004 growth 
in construction sector of 37% is largely 
attributed to the increasing opportuni-
ties on this market. The sector is grow-
ing year by year. Substantial increases 
in business and residential construc-
tion have been registered since the late 
1990s in response to the growth of both 
commercial and household purchasing 
power.
With the grown of demand for better 
living conditions, the real estate prices 
in Azerbaijan are increasing on yearly 
basis. Because the income of the pop-
ulation is growing with the state and 
industry development, the demand for 
new construction has been increasing. 
Therefore, it is highly likely that the 
proportion of residential construction 
will increase substantially as a result of 
increasing income of population. 
However, the construction growth is 
also observed in agricultural, transport 
and industrial sectors, which are the 
results of positive economical reforms 
and target programs carried out by the 
Azerbaijan government, for developing 
the non-oil sectors. 

Tourism Sector
Azerbaijan is aiming at promoting itself 
as a new tourist destination as opposed 
to traditional “tourist” countries. It just 
recently re-entered the maps of global 
tour operators. Though a comparative-
ly new this business in Azerbaijan, it 
proved to be particularly successful.
This is mainly due to substantial natu-
ral potential of Azerbaijan in respect of 
tourism development. The country’s 
main wealth is its diversity. There are 
9 climatic zones present with a num-
ber of tourist attractions such as sea 
and mountain resorts, mineral and 
medicinal hot springs and clays, mud 
volcanoes, unique Naftalan therapeutic 
oil, fascinating sceneries, natural gas 
flames areas etc.
The history of Azerbaijan and the mon-
uments of various civilizations and re-
ligions add up to the above. The oldest 
Early Christian church, the only oper-
ating Fire-worshippers Temple in the 
world, medieval castles scattered all 
over the country, Old City of Baku and 
Maiden Tower are located here. Baku 
has the best developed infrastructure in 
the region with modern hotels, resorts, 
international and traditional cuisine, 
convenient air links to Europe and Asia 
etc. Azerbaijani rich flavored cuisine 
as well as the widely known Caucasian 

hospitality of the people is the brand of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan.
The positive impact on the development 
of tourism in Azerbaijan was made by 
the years of political stability and eco-
nomic development in the last decade. 
The sector received a further stimulus 
after establishment of the Ministry with 
the portfolio which includes tourism. 
The number of businesses engaged in 
tourism industry in Azerbaijan is con-
sistently growing.
Total number of visitors to the coun-
try is increasing year by year. Business 
visits account for the majority of trips 
to Azerbaijan at the moment. Simulta-
neously, there is at the same time sub-
stantial growth in the outward tourism 
as well.
Opportunities exist for the development 
of regional tours (the so called Silk Way 
Tours in countries of the Central Asia 
& Caucasus). Obviously, the potential 
for development is very high bearing in 
mind the natural and historical attrac-
tions of the country.
The tourism industry, including ho-
tels, resorts, restaurants aimed at the 
domestic consumer is on the verge of 
a boom following the rapid growth of 
population’s purchase power.

Financial Sector
The Financial Sector is one of the most 
dynamic and investment-attractive seg-
ments of the economy and hold a key 
position within the rapid development 
process in the country. This sector has a 
great potential, and with the recent ap-
plication of modern technologies, it al-
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ready offers high quality services meet-
ing international standards.
The positive outlook of the financial 
sector has roused increasing interest of 
investors, in particular, International 
Financial Institutions (International 
Finance Corporation, European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development 
etc.) and resulted in the inflow of for-
eign capital. It is beyond any doubt that 
the banking system is at the center of 
the financial sector. At present, the role 
and position of banks in the country’s 
economy is strengthening, their re-
source base is developing and creditors 
and investors have more trust in the 
banking system.
Advanced international experience 
and new banking legislature meeting 
requirements of Basel Committee is 
in force. This is very important for the 
protection of the interests of deposi-
tors, creditors and investors, along with 
forming the new legal base meeting in-
ternational standards for banking ac-
tivity.  
The favorable macroeconomic situation 
and implemented reforms accelerated 
the development of the banking system 
and supported the strengthening of the 
mediation role of banks. 
One of the sources for the increase 
of the bank system’s resource base is 
funds attracted from legal entities. The 
increase in amount of population’s de-
posits is connected with not only in-
crease of population’s income, but also 
with widening of banks network, high 
quality and range of banking services. 
The volume of operations on crediting 
of real sector increased by all banks. 

One of the factors of positive dynamics 
in crediting of non-financial sector is 
high level of demand for credit resourc-
es of companies and organizations, as 
well as, widening of credit resources.
The other important inclination is rap-
id development of credit market long-
time segment. As for the time structure 
of credits to non-financial sector, it is 
essential to note the increase of long-
term credits share. Thus, the volume 
of credits with payment period more 
than 1 year increased by 2,3 times and 
reached 52,3% of all credits. The in-
crease of long-term credits shows the 
strengthening of realization of invest-
ment potential and capitalization of 
non-oil sector by bank sector.
One of significant components of finan-
cial stability guarantee is safe and effi-
cient functioning of payment system. In 
order to standardize control of payment 
infrastructure on the basis of interna-
tional experience “Methodology of pay-
ment systems activity control” based 
on principles of payment systems con-
trol of International Accounting Bank 
was prepared and is being introduced. 
Within the activity against dirty money-
laundering and financing of terrorism, 
preliminary normative base has been 
created and special reporting system in 
bank operations improved. 
Due to the development of banking sys-
tem, implementing institutional and 
infrastructural measures increased at-
tractiveness of banking system for for-
eign investors and 3 banks received for-
eign investments. 
In order to attract local and foreign in-
vestors to mortgage lending according 

to the decree of the President of The Re-
public of Azerbaijan dated 16.09.2005 
“On establishment of mortgage credit 
system in the Republic of Azerbaijan” 
Azerbaijani Mortgage Fund within Na-
tional Bank of The Republic of Azerbai-
jan was established and began its activ-
ity.
Azerbaijani manat is stable for several 
consecutive years now. There was a 
trend of slight appreciation of AZM to 
the US dollar. The exchange rate policy 
is based on two factors: stable currency 
and favorable conditions for external 
trade.
Foreign banks may operate represen-
tative offices, branches, joint ventures, 
and wholly owned subsidiaries in Azer-
baijan. Representative offices may not 
obtain a banking license. 
Foreign individuals and foreign enti-
ties which are not banks may set up, 
operate, and acquire shares in banks 
in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijani law does 
not define the term “bank with foreign 
participation” so this term should be 
broadly construed to embrace virtually 
all banks with foreign capital, regard-
less of the extent of foreign ownership.
Insurance market is one of the most dy-
namic sectors of the Azerbaijani finan-
cial market. Although insurance market 
is on the first stage of its development, 
according to analysis of financial indi-
cators it could be said that growth and 
development direction of the market by 
and large is on a right path. 

-AZPROMO (Azerbaijani Export & Investment 
Promotion Foundation), a joint Public Private 

Initiative established by the Government of Azer-
baijan in 2003.
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Kazakhstan

A Global 
Currency 
System?
Kazakh Leader Forecasts 
 Future Trend  

The current global financial crisis has forced the politicians 
and economists to think over their inner and global finan-
cial system stability, in particular, whether it is possible to 
use Dollar as the world’s reserve currency. Generally, the 
financial scheme of the countries, exporting raw materials 
and products to US, the largest consumer market, can be de-
scribed as follows:
Supposedly, a country sells its products to US, receives Dol-
lars in return, which then can be used for investments or are 
saved up as country’s gold and exchange currency reserves 
for ensuring the import trading operations. This money is 
invested in debt securities of Federal Reserve System of the 
USA for safekeeping and gain. 
At this stage, the system becomes isolated; Dollars return to 
the US and can be used again for import. It turns out, that 
the basic functions of Dollar are foreign trade settlement and 
savings of national wealth. Regulation of the national curren-
cy exchange rate in various countries’ regulation mechanisms 
is necessary. With the beginning of the crisis, we observe the 
process of gradual deviation from the Dollar use. 
Paul Krugman, the economist and Nobel Prize winner, known 
for the criticism of a financial system of the US, in his inter-
view with Bloomberg agency underlined that the worst time 
for the world economy is already behind and the stabilization 
process is starting. 
However, according to his opinion, this process would entail 
Dollar weakening, as Dollar demand was temporary exagger-
ated by the crisis. Professor Krugman, in his other interview 
to the same agency, recommended to the countries of the 
Persian Gulf to use a currency basket on the basis of Dollar 
and Euro whereas the large oil export belongs to euro zone 
countries.
At the end of the last year, Russia started negotiating with 
India and China to make all their payments for weapons and 
military equipment in Russian roubles.  Belarus also agreed 
to use Russian rouble for a line of credit (in Russian roubles).  
Venezuela also accepted to shift to the national currencies in 
bilateral settlements.  Belarus and China swapped an equiva-

lent of three billion Dollars enabling them to trade using their 
national currencies.  This will allow the banks authorised to 
credit companies using a trade partner national currency 
boosting trade and filling cash shorts. Moreover, China “port-
folio” includes already six countries, which it agreed with to 
use national currencies in bilateral trade.  
Historically, US Dollar has been used as the international 
currency for trade to simplify financial transactions; how-
ever, given the mounting risks, it does not fully serve its pur-
pose.  On the other hand, exchange rate related risks cannot 
be excluded either; therefore, the main advantage of shifting 
to national currencies is about decreasing dependence on the 
US economy only.  
The President of Kazakhstan, Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev de-
scribed the general trends in his article “Key out of Crisis” 
stipulates that the world will gradually abandon the US Dol-
lar as the international currency and shift to regional curren-
cies (a transit period) and then adopt a supranational world 
currency.  The processes of establishing regional currencies 
now taking place (transition era ) will lead to competition of 
regional leaders for areas of influence.  
Fixed exchange rate and predictable monetary policy will 
serve as the fiscal stimuli to use a regional currency.  The re-
gional leaders will therefore bear more responsibility, which 
may potentially restrain competitiveness of their economies.           
Bretton-Wood system adopted in 1944 and designed initial-
ly to revive international trade had existed for 30 years.  It 
caused the same crisis and finally mutated into the current 
Jamaican monetary system. Consultations at G-20 Summits 
have outlined a new world financial system.  
Considering the forecast articulated by the leader of Kazakh-
stan, let us hope that a future international financial system 
will lead the world closer to an “Akmetal* era” instead of serv-
ing the interests of one or a group of countries only.   

– Embassy of the Rep. Kazakhstan, Tehran

*  "Akmetal" meaning "peak capital" or "best capital" is the currency proposed as of 2009 by world leaders to counter the financial crisis of 08-
2009.  The president of Kazakhstan Nazarbayev proposed the name Akmetal: a one-global currency that prompts the creation of a one-global 
central bank to manage the currency, thereby superseding the authority of national central banks. Nazarbayev’s proposal was embraced by 
Robert Mundell, Noble prize winner for economics in 1999 for helping lay the theoretical groundwork for Europe’s single currency". 
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Iran

Incentives Draw Turkish 
Investors
Turkish Companies Are Rediscovering Iran’s Low Costs & Tax Advantages

Iran is gradually but surely welcoming 
foreign investors with attractive in-
centives. Many Turkish companies are 
rediscovering Iran’s low costs and tax 
advantages, but some businesspeople 
fear the situation could develop into a 
transfer of investments from Turkey to 
Iran.
Vehicles with Turkish license plates, 
people speaking Turkish and invest-
ment zones and incentives being cre-
ated solely for Turks are just a few of 
the signs indicating that Iran is draw-
ing closer to its northwestern neighbor. 
The changing face of Iran brings oppor-
tunities for Turkey.
As the country slowly opens its doors 
up to the world, investment opportu-
nities create a new market for Turkish 
companies. But Iran’s attempts to draw 
Turkish companies with attractive in-
centives may divert investments there, 
as some Turkish firms contemplate 
moving to Iran altogether.
A 30-hour road trip that passes through 
Tokat, Erzurum, Erzincan and Ağrı 
takes a Turkish traveler from Istanbul 
into Iran through the Gürbulak border 
gate.
The change in Iran can be observed in 
figures: since 2002, the country has 
drawn $35 billion in foreign investment, 
attracting it mainly through incentives 
and changes to the law. The govern-
ment has put great emphasis on foreign 
investments in the oil, natural gas and 
petrochemical sectors, among others, 
insures those who receive foreign-cap-
ital licenses so that an investor whose 
plant is shut down in an extraordinary 
situation such as a war would be paid 

back the amount of its investment.
In Iran, the cost per worker stands at 
around $510. There is no tax on earning 
up to $440, while costs above this fig-
ure incur a 10 percent tax. Taxes taken 
from foreign companies are down to 20 
percent, from around 60 percent just 
a few years ago. Depending on the in-
vestment area, tax exemptions of five 
to 10 years are in place. Machinery and 
equipment imports are also exempt of 
customs tax.
If an investment is made with an Ira-
nian partner, banks can provide low-
interest, long-term credit, which may 
reach up to 80 percent of the total in-
vestment. Considering that natural gas 
is 80 percent cheaper and electricity is 
75 percent cheaper than in Turkey, it is 
easy to see why Iran’s investment zones 
are receiving attention.

Industrial Backbone
Tabriz, one of Iran’s key industrial cit-
ies, hosts more than 8,000 factories, 
along with the country’s first and only 
“Free Foreign Investor Zone”, which 
holds nearly 100 factories operated by 
companies from 23 countries. An orga-
nized industrial zone opened four years 
ago has been developing rapidly.
Turkish businesspeople have made 38 
investments in the city, two of which 
were founded with 100 percent Turkish 
capital. Many cars with Ankara and Is-
tanbul license plates are visible.
Mohammed Reza Zafarani, the manag-
ing director of Tabriz’s foreign investor 
zone, told daily Referans that Iran has 
close relations with both Central Asia 
and Turkey. “The union in language 

and religion opens new doors and op-
portunities,” Zafarani said. “We have 
created many advantages, cutting down 
costs for investors.”
In its first phase, the foreign investor 
zone was established on 267 hectares 
of land. Subsequently, 4,000 hectares 
have been added, with the investment 
zone growing 15-fold due to the rising 
interest. “In other industrial zones, av-
erage investments stands at $600,000, 
but here it is $2.8 million,” notes Zafa-
rani, who said that zone businesses em-
ploy an average 65 workers, compared 
to 23 elsewhere, and have an average 
investment area of 11,000 square me-
ters, compared to 4,000 square meters 
in other areas. “Energy consumption is 
also four times higher,” he added.
The zone is divided into three areas: 
The first for companies that export 85 
percent or more of their products; the 
second for those that produce for the 
Iranian market; and the last for high-
tech companies. Turkish companies are 
generally located in the first area.

Coming Out of Its Shell
“Iran needs investments in tourism, 
energy, banking and telecommuni-
cations,” said Ali Osman Ulusoy, the 
president of the Foreign Economic Re-
lations Board’s Iran Business Council. 
“We do not know much about Iran. But 
slowly, it is doing great things. They 
know much about trade. Consump-
tion items are changing. Electricity and 
rents are very cheap. Iran is coming out 
of its shell.” 

-Hurriyet daily news, Turkey 

Trade & Investment
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B
ridging the two continents, 
Turkey, is a gateway to East 
and West. It is centrally locat-
ed between Asia and Europe; 

the Black Sea on the north and the Med-
iterranean on the south. Turkey has a 
historical heritage of successive civiliza-
tions from Hittites, Phrygians, Lycians, 
Lydians, Ionians, Romans, Byzantines 
to the Seljuks and Ottomans. Historical 
assets of past civilizations can be seen 

anywhere in Turkey from the big cities 
to smaller towns and rural settlements; 
from the mountain tops, sacred valleys 
to the sea bed. 
Most cities, house the remains of suc-
cessive civilizations side by side or one 
on the top of the other; where cultural 
values intermingled through centuries. 
The traveler runs from one surprise to 
another in Turkey where tradition and 
modernism go hand in hand. 

A multicentre tour for example, from 
Istanbul to Ankara the capital city of the 
modern Turkey today, then to smaller 
towns with traditional architectural 
style, picturesque villages set against 
spectacular landscape of matchless 
beauty to the modern premier resorts 
will, without any doubt, be quite an 
impressive experience, full of surprises 
and astonishing contrasts for any trav-
eler in the world.

Tourism Industry

Turkey’s Tourism 
Strategy 2023 Tourism 

Growth Rate 
to Surpass 
World’s & 
European’s 
Average
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Tourism Diversities 
Four seas with 8333 km of varied • 
coastline and range of beaches, 
bays suited to all types of marine 
activity yachting and cruising. 
Contrasting geography, different • 
climatic regions, correspondingly 
diverse flora and fauna, a varied 
magnificent landscape, encom-
passing the vast variety of her 
geography, a paradise for nature 

based, special interest tours. 
Mountainous areas, occupying • 
more than half of Turkey’s land-
mass, high plateaus suited to a 
range of activity holidays, trekking, 
mountaineering, skiing and win-
ter sports; rivers running through 
dramatic valleys tempting activity 
holidays, canoeing, rafting for en-
thusiasts. 
Approximately 1300 geothermal • 
resources with temperature vary-
ing between 20-110 C., suitable 
for many different sorts of cures 
and treatment of numerous health 
problems. 
Historical heritage of many suc-• 
cessive civilizations, thousands of 
archeological sites dating back to 
the earliest settlements as long as 
12000 years, a vast open-air muse-
um, a must to see place for anyone 
who is interested in history and ar-
cheology. 
Legacy of cultural values, art trea-• 
sure of master pieces and socio- 
cultural values inherited through 
centuries; diversity in unity, har-
mony of traditional and contem-
porary. 
Historic cities, where traditional • 
and contemporary; ancient and su-
per modern go hand in hand; pic-
turesque towns, villages and rural 
settlements. 
Natural wonders such as extraor-• 
dinary cascades and terraced pools 
of Pamukkale “Cotton Castle”; 
fairy chimneys in the land of Kap-
padokya, with rock-cut dwellings, 
churches, underground cities, 
combined with local architecture, 
forming a fascinating mixture of 
natural- cultural landscape. 
And of course the way of life and • 
socio-cultural values, folklore, 
world famous cuisine, the tradi-
tional Turkish hospitality. 

To sum up, Turkey with its enormous 
tourism potential and a great diversity 
of its natural resources, historical trea-
sures, cultural values and activities, life 
style, attractions and with its efficient, 
dynamic tourist industry offers wide 
selection of products that can satisfy 
the demand of different market seg-
ments including the most sophisticated 
and demanding traveler.

progress
Making a remarkable progress over 
the last decades, tourism is one of 
the largest and fastest growing sec-
tors of Turkey. Since mid 1980s, both 
the number of foreign arrivals and 
the tourist receipts has grown at a tre-
mendous rate, though fluctuating at 
times due to the clearly known exter-
nal factors beyond the control of the 
sector.
Successive records both in terms of 
number of arrivals and the tourism 
revenue have continued over the re-
cent years. In the year 2002, the num-
ber of international arrivals in Turkey 
increased by 14 percent as against last 
year’s figure and reached a total of 13 
million 246 thousand, representing a 
new record.
Over the last two decades, Turkey 
has made considerable investments 
on infra and super structure. This 
also includes transport infrastructure 
such as improvement and moderniza-
tion of airports and air terminals as 
well as construction of new ones. In 
addition to the international airports 
in the main cities and resort destina-
tions, Turkey has domestic flights to 
all major cities and tourist centers. 
The highways crisscrossing the entire 
country; regular comfortable bus ser-
vices and coach tours make travelling 
in Turkey easy and enjoyable. The 
transport infrastructure and the effi-
ciency of services as well as advanced 
communication network system meet 
all the requirements of contemporary 
tourism.
The accommodation industry, at 
present, includes a range of facilities 
from the top quality, super modern 
deluxe category hotels and holiday 
complexes, boutique hotels to the 
affordable ones. Although city ho-
tels, summer resort hotels and holi-
day complexes constitute the greater 
part of the accommodation industry, 
there are numerous ski, winter resort 
and spa hotels in various parts of the 
country. 
Most high standard hotels and holiday 
complexes have a variety of recreation, 
entertainment facilities. There are also 
a number of golf courses of interna-
tional standard in various parts of the 
country.
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Tourism Strategy of Turkey - 2023 
Turkey has several unique opportunities 
for different types of tourism including 
coastal tourism, health and thermal tour-
ism, winter tourism, mountain climbing 
and layout tourism, adventure trips, 
plateau tourism and ecotourism, confer-
ence and expo tourism, cruise ship and 
yacht tourism, golf tourism and etc. 
However, it is yet hard to say that this 
potential is used in a rational manner. 
Therefore, Turkey’s Ministry of Cul-
ture & Tourism conducted an extensive 
research and introduced the Tourism 
Strategy of Turkey - 2023 and the Action 
Plan for 2013 which collectively target 
wiser use of natural, cultural, historical 
and geographical assets that this Coun-
try has, with a balanced perspective 
addressing both conservation and uti-
lization needs spontaneously and in an 
equitable sense and hence leveraging the 
share of our country from tourism busi-
ness, by evolving these possible alterna-
tives. 
Handling the aforesaid sources of tour-
ism so as to form tourism corridors, cit-
ies and ecotourism areas alongside the 
development axes rather than planning 
them on a plot scale is considered a more 
appropriate approach to promote these 
assets and determining the criteria ap-
plicable to their utilization. By doing so, 
the attractiveness of regions with tour-
ism potential shall further be enhanced 
with alternative types of tourism. 
With this study, those investors plan-
ning to accomplish tourism related proj-
ects along the tourism development axes 
the evolvement of which is anticipated at 
the onset, should find the opportunity to 
actualize their investments in these ar-

eas, by using of coastal tourism or other 
alternative tourism types. In the mean 
time, they will be entitled to a number of 
government incentives granted in terms 
of planning, land allocation and with re-
spect to tourism projects. 
Forthwith the realization of the objec-
tives envisaged by the Tourism Strategy 
of Turkey-2023, more appealing and 
stronger alternative destinations and 
routes shall be established, thanks to 
integrated rather than individual as-
sessment of various sites and settle-
ments that pose significance for health, 
thermal and plateau tourism, winter 
and mountain sports and for their cul-
tural heritage, distributed throughout 
our country. Establishment of a sound 
tourism route and regional destination 
will help achievement of setting rela-
tively weaker settlements within such 
regions on a self strengthening course, 
along with their own cultural assets, 
handicrafts, catering and temporary ac-
commodation facilities. 
The tourism and travel industry shall be 
organized from a single and common 
viewpoint on a per destination basis, 
throughout the promotion and market-
ing phases, by which way, it shall be pos-
sible to assess and then balance various 
regional investment, promotional and 
marketing opportunities, as a whole. 
Developments towards mass tourism ac-
tivities and particularity approaches to 
tourism planning in Turkey have led to: 

Mass concentration at the Mediter-• 
ranean and Aegean Coastal areas, 
Distorted urban development / • 
house-building in back-shore and 
adjacent areas, 

Deficient Infrastructure and envi-• 
ronmental problems.

 
In an effort to convert this adverse struc-
ture into a positive, favorable one, an 
integrated policy and strategy and ap-
plication based approaches are being set 
within the scope of Tourism Strategy of 
Turkey-2023. 
The study embodies planning and de-
velopment efforts built on a ‘land de-
velopment pattern’ perspective that 
encourages private sector investments 
on a regional scale in areas with high 
tourism potential at coastal banks, to 
eventually end up in “Tourism Cities”.
This way, it shall be possible to plan 
not only the coastal lines but also the 
backshore areas and even settlements 
neighboring them as a single and com-
prehensive whole and thus to improve 
tourism diversity and optimize and 
transform existing settlements. 
These policies are of vast significance 
for tourism and travel industry to 
maintain a sustainable course of de-
velopment. 
The study for the Tourism Strategy 
of Turkey-2023 proposes a variety of 
long term strategies in the realms of 
planning, investment, organization, 
domestic tourism, research and devel-
opment (R&D), Services, Strengthen-
ing Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Promotion and Marketing, Education, 
Branding at City Level, Diversification 
of Tourism Products, Rehabilitation of 
Existing Tourism Areas and Improve-
ment of Destinations. 

planning
In the planning section, the study high-
lights the fact that tourism industry 
needs to be backed by a strategy-plan-
ning concept, which has the qualities for 
flexibility, transparency, accountability, 
participation throughout the manage-
ment and implementation phases and 
for sustainable growth. 
The section dealing with investments 
generally addresses such concerns as 
certification of investment and con-
sulting companies in the tourism in-
dustry, having prospered in fulfilling 
a certain set of standards on quality 
of services or the need for annual in-
centive systems specific for the region 
and the type of tourism activity, after 
suggesting that VAT discounts will ac-
celerate investments in this industrial 
discipline.
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Organization
The organization part anticipates the 
establishment of councils at national, 
regional, city and destination levels, to 
provide and activate a good governance 
practice for the industry. At this context, 
it stresses the significance of drafting a 
set of legal and organizational arrange-
ments which would allow for the devel-
opment and deployment of such service 
functions as National Tourism certifi-
cation, Domestic Tourism Search and 
Guidance and Tourism and Education 
Guidance services, as an integral part 
and within the organizational structure 
of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. 
As for the Domestic Tourism Strategy, 
this section focuses primarily on compi-
lation of statistical data and on promo-
tional campaigns for domestic travel, in 
a general perspective. 

R&D
The section dealing with R&D efforts 
presents a number of propositions on 
establishments to assume full responsi-
bility for research and development ef-
forts in the field of tourism at national 
level during the forthcoming years, with 
a suggestive notion of their probable du-
ties. 

Service Quality
In the Quality of Services section, high-
light is brought upon the urgent require-
ment for raising awareness among deci-
sion makers in continuous education, 
customer satisfaction and Total Quality 
Management concepts in the tourism 
industry and significance of standardiz-
ing and certifying professional qualifica-
tions. 

Transportation & Infrastruc-
ture
The section dealing with Strengthening 
Transportation and Infrastructure in-
dicates that a developing infrastructure 
along with diversified modes and means 
of transportation should be considered 
as a sine qua non for the development 
and diversification of tourism activi-
ties and discusses the significance of 
attempts toward various practices that 
would bring the private sector to the 
forefront while minimizing costs on the 
part of the public in these areas of con-
cern. 

promotions & Marketing
While the promotions and marketing 

section highlights significance of pro-
motional campaigns, brand commu-
nications and image creation, the edu-
cation part lays impetus on the active 
role that Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism would have to play for optimiza-
tion of the quality of formative training 
classes and courses rendered at various 
educational institutions and guidance 
on educational schemes and syllabi at 
higher decision-making levels address-
ing both qualitative and quantitative 
aspects, along with improvement of 
the existent skills and qualities of in-
dustrial actors, through continuous 
education. 

City Branding
The part dealing with branding at city 
level defines efforts to be pursued for cit-
ies that have already become a brand in 
tourism and for cultural tourism, in our 
country. 

Diversification	of	Tourism	Types
The section concentrating on diversi-
fication of tourism types sorts out and 
performs a case-by-case analysis of the 
types of tourism that takes top prior-
ity on the development schemes in the 
future (i.e. health and thermal tourism, 
winter sports, golf tourism, coastal tour-
ism, ecotourism and plateau tourism, 
conference and expo tourism). 

Tourism Development Areas, 
Corridors, Cities & Ecotourism
There is a persistent thematic and guid-
ing approach in the sections dealing with 
Tourism Development Areas, Tourism 
Corridors, Tourism Cities and Ecotour-
ism Zones. This approach mainly aims 
at routing the public and private sector 

sources toward the top priority tourism 
development areas. 
In the context of these sections, nine 
tourism development areas, seven the-
matic corridors, ten tourism cities and 
five ecotourism zones are being pro-
posed. Again, these sections discuss on 
how, where and on which criteria the 
alternative tourism types might be de-
veloped both at national and regional 
levels. 
Suggestions are also being made for 
a wide range of alternative modes of 
transportation, including motorways, 
fast train tracks, airports, cruise ship 
and yacht marinas and etc, in order to 
improve the quality of transportation 
while enhancing the means of transpor-
tation to new destinations. 

prospective
Research findings propose that the 
Turkish tourism will continue to grow 
at a higher rate than the European and 
the world average and the future pros-
pects in the long term seem also to be 
very bright. Predictions suggest that 
63 million travelers shall be attracted, 
yielding a US$ 86 m overall interna-
tional tourism receipt, and about US$ 
1350 average revenue per international 
tourist by 2023, when the efforts fore-
seen under the strategic approaches 
of Tourism Strategy of Turkey - 2023 
can be pursued and the infrastructure 
and accommodation needs are fulfilled 
prosperously within the regions to be 
developed. 

Compiled by ECO Times Editorial Board based on infor-
mation from: Ministry of Culture & Tourism, Republic of 
Turkey; Tursab, Association 0f Turkish Travel Agencies
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Today’s world demanded closer coordina-
tion among States and international organi-
zations.
 How effective that interaction was would 
determine how global problems of ecology, 
energy, food, water distribution and poverty 
would be solved.  It would be impossible to 
discuss achieving those goals without reaf-
firming	the	United	Nations’s	most	important	
role.  For more than 60 years, it had been the 
main guarantor of universal peace, security 
and development. 

Regarding United Nations reform, he said: 
The Organization had to improve its effec-
tiveness.  Reform must be sensible, targeted 
and related to the global community’s real 
needs.  Supporting efforts to bring more 
openness to the United Nations, he said the 
Security Council’s structure had to be im-
proved, notably to create closer interaction 
with the General Assembly. 

He said: 
The permanent neutrality of Turkmenistan, 
and features of its legal status, provided op-
portunities	for	positive	influence	on	the	pro-
cess in the Central Asia and Caspian Sea re-
gion.  The idea would be to create permanent 
mechanisms for discussing regional prob-
lems and working out mutually acceptable 
decisions.  Security of one country could not 
be guaranteed in a lack of regional security. 

On energy, he said:
Discussion centered not on accepting pre-
ventive measures or local agreements on as-
pects of fuel transport, but on the creation 
of a new, universal model of relations in the 
world energy space –- those based on a mul-
tilateral balance of interests.  In line with a 
General Assembly resolution on “Reliable 
and stable transit of energy resources and its 
role in securing stable growth and interna-
tional cooperation” (2008), Turkmenistan 
had held a high-level international confer-
ence on that issue.  A proposal from it out-
lined the creation of a legal document on the 
transit of energy resources, which would take 
into account proposals of interested coun-
tries and organizations.  Turkmenistan fully 
supported that idea and called on interested 
States to put forward proposals. 

Taking up disarmament and reduction of 
weapons arsenals, he said:
Countering distribution was a main issue on 
the global agenda.  Turkmenistan was con-
vinced that the fewer armaments, the more 
stable the world’s development.  All coun-
tries in his region were parties to the 2006 
Treaty that established a nuclear-free zone 
in Central Asia, 
He called for holding an international con-
ference	 in	 the	 first	 half	 of	 next	 year	 under	
United Nations auspices.  He also welcomed 
proposals aimed at assisting global disarma-
ment processes: 

Turkmenistan

"Adequate Response to the Challenges   of Our Times"
President of Turkmenistan, Mr. Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, made an important 

statement at the General Debate of the 64th Session of the United Nations’  General As-
sembly in New York, (23 September 2009) summary of which is presented below: 

N E W S   A R T I C L E S  F R O M  E C O  C O U N T R I E S '  M e d i a 
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Turkmenistan

"Adequate Response to the Challenges   of Our Times"

Among the most serious issues today was effec-
tively countering international terrorism, ille-
gal	drug	trafficking	and	trans-border	organized	
crime, 
He said: 
Such problems were especially important in 
his region and only through joint efforts could 
those threats be resisted.  The United Nations 
should increase its participation in coordinat-
ing models of international cooperation that 
aimed to neutralize those threats. 

Turning to the revival of Afghanistan, he said:
Turkmenistan would continue to provide as-
sistance to that country for reconstruction, and 
social and humanitarian purposes.  The Unit-
ed Nations, with its peacemaking experience, 
should suggest new political-diplomatic mod-
els for solving Afghanistan’s problems and take 
into account the potential of the United Nations 
Regional Centre for preventive Diplomacy for 
Central Asia. 
The	serious	after-effects	of	the	world	financial	
and economic crisis demonstrated the need to 
join efforts in shaping a global architecture of 
security and establishing conditions for equal 
relations among States, based on recognized 
international legal norms, he said.  Respon-
sibility, morality and humanism were criteria 
that current and future generations would use 
to assess the Assembly’s work.  As a member 
of the world community, Turkmenistan would 
contribute to strengthening the high principles 
in such international affairs. 
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Editor's Note:

The views 
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Kazakhstan 

Kazakhstan 
to Chair 
OSCE 2010
The country has 
improved legislation 
& practice in issues of 
elections & mass-media

T
he experience of Kazakhstan 
confirms once again that eco-
nomic reforms and political lib-
eralization are interdependent 

processes. For the last 13 years, modern 
democratic institutes have been estab-
lished in Kazakhstan, the civil, basic 
principles of democracy like division of 
the power into three branches -legisla-
tive, executive and judicial - along with 
the accurate control mechanism and 
counterbalances have been implement-
ed and all conditions for parliamentary 
development have been created.
As an acknowledgement of the success 
reached by Kazakhstan in this regard, 

was the 17th annual session of Parlia-
mentary Assembly of OSCE, held in 
Astana on June 29, 2008 which was 
participated by members of Kazakh-
stan’s Majlis (Parliament), along with 
250 members of parliament from 56 
states.
Another indication of raising interna-
tional authority of the Republic is the 
decision of the 15th session of OSCE 
Council of Ministers in Madrid in No-
vember, 2007 which approved Kazakh-
stan’s chairmanship in 2010 OSCE ses-
sion.
For the first time in OSCE history, it will 
be headed by a CIS country. Justifying 
such high trust and confirming the ad-
herence of democracy, Kazakhstan is 
actively working for OSCE strengthen-
ing. 
The decision of Kazakhstan’s chairman-
ship in OSCE in 2010 pushed the coun-
try leaders for working out the special 
program under the name of “The Way to 
Europe”. The main ways of interaction 
of Kazakhstan with European countries 
in such spheres as energy, transit trans-
port, transfer of technologies, educa-
tion and humanitarian cooperation are 
reflected in this document. 
Kazakhstan’s understanding of demo-
cratic processes is based on two impor-
tant approaches, such as the presence 
of some universal principles of democ-

racy and existence of national-cultural 
features in mechanisms of these prin-
ciples.
Thereby, starting from the last year, Ka-
zakhstan has undertaken certain steps 
for improvement of legislation and 
practice in issues of elections, political 
parties and mass-media. The country is 
supposed to form the parliament with 
the participation of not less than two 
political parties and to create favorable 
conditions for registration of political 
parties. 
Reforming mass media’s legislation is 
being done. The Supreme Court of Ka-
zakhstan, along with ODICH/OSCE is 
monitoring the procedures for the pur-
pose of reforming of judicial system. 
Kazakhstan’s government plans to solve 
all these issues until this year’s end.
The government of Kazakhstan is going 
to finish this work to once again prove 
that the Republic confirms the adher-
ence to democratic reforms. This is 
done while three years ago, during the 
international scientific practical con-
ference devoted to the 10 anniversary 
of Kazakhstan’s Constitution, the Presi-
dent N.Nazarbayev underlined that due 
to this constitutional charter, Kazakh-
stan had become the full member of the 
world community. 

-Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Tehran
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Kazakhstan

Central Asia’s Water problem
Is It near a Compromised Solution? 

T
he conflict of power interests, irrigation and the na-
ture in various river banks of the world are specific to 
each case and raise different challenges. Presence of 
powerful hydropower objects in upper courses and 

the vast areas of the irrigated lands alongside the rivers of the 
Central Asia have brought about the necessity for a compro-
mised search between waterpower interests’ engineering and 
irrigation. 
Country leaders have warned many times that building water 
piers does not suffice as an environmental problem has already 
come. Central Asia has enough water reservoirs. Excessive 
losses in the region’s water use are caused by archaic system of 
agriculture when the expense of water on a unit of production 
is three and sometimes ten times more than world indicators. 
Experts believe that transition to modem agro technologies 
and rational water use will prevent half of the Trans-boundary 
Rivers of the region from drying. Certainly, modernization of 
the Central Asia’s agriculture will demand 
enormous internal means and external in-
vestments especially now that the world cri-
sis has touched everybody. It is a problem 
that seems unsolvable. However, it is only 
at first sight. Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 
have recently announced new programs on 
improvement of the lands irrigation sys-
tems.
As the President of Kazakhstan N.A.Nazarbaev 
noted in his speech at the meeting of the 
Heads of States of Aral Sea’s rescue founders, 
Kazakhstan takes all necessary measures for 
a rational and an effective utilization of avail-
able water resources of all Trans-boundary 
Rivers, and first of all, Syr  Darya. 
Works on restoration and reconstruction of 
hydro ameliorative systems and introduc-
tion of moisture producers to save agro-tech-
nologies are being conducted at the expense 
of the state and the international financial 
organizations. Besides, the state support 
stimulates rendering of measures of mod-
ern methods including the use of machine 
and modern mechanisms. However, none of 
these measures will bear desirable results if we do not achieve a 
uniform policy towards water issues on regional level.
Moreover, here we may add that there have been several at-
tempts by the five states of Kyrgyz Republic, Uzbekistan, Ka-
zakhstan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan to reach an agreement 
on sharing of the water resources of the region but without re-
sults. 
According to some experts, reaching an effective joint policy in 
water usage is one of the main regional problems among Cen-
tral Asian Republics. 
Creation of the International Waterpower Consortium (IWPC) 
would eliminate the existing disagreements between the re-

gion’s states on exploitation of waterpower resources of Syr-
Darya River and would promote ecological equilibrium pres-
ervation. 
However, at the given stage, integration does not correspond 
fully to narrow economic interests of the CA countries, ex-
cept for Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, which try to consider the 
Trans-boundary Rivers as the article of trade in international 
law infringement. But why? For all over the world, except for 
some countries, similar actions seem absurd. 
UNDP experts are on the view that the CA countries should not 
necessarily agree that water resources are offered by Kyrgyz-
stan and Tajikistan as goods. Such initiatives, which are con-
trary to the international law, will cause commercial disputes 
with additional problems and will also promote further dete-
rioration of ecological conditions in the Aral Sea.
Nursultan Nazarbayev underlined that despite the world eco-
nomic crisis, Kazakhstan does not intend to turn down the 

planned works to save the Aral Sea under 
any circumstance. At the meeting held in 
Dushanbe in 2002, Presidents of Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and Uz-
bekistan approved to develop the agree-
ment on the creation of such structure. 
During an exchange of opinions, not only 
no disputes were raised on the urgent mea-
sures to be taken to rationalize the water 
use and power resources of Central Asia 
but also Kazakhstan presented the project 
which the high level delegations decided to 
take as the basis. 
Meanwhile, up to this date such consortium 
has not been created yet, because in each 
country, these interests at times contradict 
each other. Only the crisis prevailing today 
on the power system of Central Asia could 
encourage the formation of the given con-
sortium and the CA countries may begin to 
aspire signing of the interstate document 
to use region's waterpower resources. 
Despite the existing initiatives of the gov-
ernments of the CA region on the creation 
of interstate establishments for manage-

ment on the account and distribution of water resources and 
signing of certain contracts, these organizations and measures 
undertaken by them are not really ready to resolve possible 
conflicts. 
As a principal cause, despite the efforts undertaken by water 
transporters of the countries of the region, the definite decision 
has been accepted by the governments and Heads of republics 
which has a political character. Time will reveal the advantage; 
however, we could say this will clearly not favor the polemic 

water resources of the region. 
-Embassy of Republic of Kazakhstan, Tehran
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The plight of Caspian
The hunting of the red deer has many devotees 

in the Caspian area, too many, indeed, in relation 
to	the	diminished	number	of	this	fine	beast.

ENVIRONMENT
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Red Deer

Editor's Note:
In Iran, as in other countries of the Caspian, the hunting of the red 

deer has many devotees, too many, indeed, in relation to the dimin-
ished number of this fine beast. Since older times, a common method 
of bagging a stag has been to imitate its call during the rut and thus 

entice it to approach. The leopard and, to a lesser extent, the wolf 
and the brown bear are the maral’s main predators; but the toll 

taken by these beasts nowadays is quite minimal when compared 
with man’s depredations. 

In the absence of adequate control, poachers (or hunters) shoot 
anything before their guns fawns, stags, or (pregnant) hinds. If this 
is remorseless and destructive, the clearing and destruction of their 

habitat, the forests, is no doubt much worse. In fact, the very survival 
of the maral obviously hinges on the maintenance and protection of 

sufficiently large areas of undisturbed and pristine forests.

T
he Caspian 
red deer 
(Cervus ela-
phus maral) 

is the easternmost 
subspecies of red deer 
that is native to areas 
between the Black Sea 
and Caspian Sea such 
as Crimea, Asia Minor, 
the Caucasus Moun-
tains region bordering 
Europe and Asia, and 
along the Caspian Sea 
region in Iran. This 
large heavily built 
deer has a dark slaty-
gray coat with a bright 
yellow rump patch in 
winter. But color is 
reddish in summer. 
The thighs, shoulders, 
and under- parts are 
black or dark brown.
This deer shows both 
the characteristics of 
a typical red deer and 
the wapiti. Male deer 
roar in a fashion simi-
lar to other European 
red deer and have five 
pronged antlers with 
cups and may rival 
Rocky Mountain Elk 
in size. These deer are 
similar to wapitis in 
having large bez (sec-
ond) tines and a large 
rump-patch.
The red deer rang-

es from Europe to 
Northeast Asia, its 
appearance changing 
gradually, until, from 
Central Asia eastward, 
it becomes quite simi-
lar to the North Amer-
ican wapiti. The race 
or subspecies found in 
the Crimea, the
Caucasus, Turkey, and 
Iran is generally des-
ignated maral.
The Iranian red deer 
is bigger than the Eu-
ropean race, an adult 
stag reaching a height 
of approximately 140 
cm at the shoulder 
and a weight of 250 
kg. It is also distin-
guished from the Eu-
ropean deer by almost 
invariably possessing 
two brow tines, rather 
than one, for each ant-
ler.
Otherwise the two rac-
es are very much alike. 
It is of a dark gray 
color except during 
the summer, when the 
pelage becomes dark 
brown. The fawns are 
reddish brown with 
white spots. In Iran, 
the maral once ranged 
throughout the for-
ested areas of the 
northern slopes of the 

Alborz and in the oak 
forests on the west-
ern slopes of the Za-
gros extending from 
Azarbaijan province 
into western Fars. 
It has disappeared 
completely from the 
Zagros range; the last 
survivors were re-
corded as being in the 
Arasbaran region of 
Azarbaijan about 50 
years ago.
In the western Cas-
pian region too, it has 
either been eliminated 
or become extremely 
scarce; and it is now 
found  in the more re-
mote central and east-
ern Alborz wooded 
areas, primarily in a 
number of reserves in 
these regions, which 
contain relatively 
pristine forests. In the 
past, the red deer oc-
curred literally from 
the shores of the Cas-
pian Sea to the high 
alpine meadows of the 
Alborz Mountains. In 
fact, in the early 1950s 
hunters would often 
penetrate portions of 
the scrub forests of the 
Gorgan plain in four-
wheel drive vehicles 
at night to shoot the 
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deer, only descending to col-
lect any animal killed. 
All the littoral forests, with 
one or two small exceptions, 
have now been eliminated 
and replaced by cultivation, 
orchards, and habitation. 
Owing to an absence of con-
trol, large areas of the moun-
tain forests too have been 
destroyed or almost irre-
versibly damaged in the past 
quarter century. Thus, from 
year to year the habitat of the 
maral is becoming more and 
more confined. 
Maral favor oak forests. Her-
baceous plants, shrubs, and 
trees appear to be of equal 
importance as sources of  
food. They will also eat fruits 
and berries in the summer, 
while acorns are particularly 
favored in autumn and win-
ter. They are social animals, 
when not threatened their 
gregariousness being more 
prevalent during the colder 
seasons. 
The rut usually commences 
at the end of summer in Iran 

and is manifested by the 
roaring (bellowing) of the 
mature stags. The onset of 
the rut and degree of roaring 
are predicated on weather 
conditions; thus a drop in 
temperature will activate 
the males, whereas warmer 
weather will reduce it. 
Further, the intensity of the 
roaring is usually in inverse 
proportion to the size of the 
harem and to the degree of 
threat sensed by the stags; 
hence they may be silent in 
one area, whilst in a nearby 
reserve full-throated roaring 
is heard. At this time, adult 
stags will engage in fights for 
the possession of their ha-
rems. 
These are quite serious on 
occasion, even terminating 
in the death of one of the 
antagonists. Gestation lasts 
between 240-250 days, and 
thus the fawns are generally 
born towards the end of May 
to mid- June. Females give 
birth in densely vegetated 
and secluded spots, and usu-

ally to a single fawn. Accord-
ing to most sources twins oc-
cur only once or twice in 100 
births. 
The fawn is spotted and man-
ages to stand after one or two 
hours, but only shakily, and 
during the first two or three 
days lies down almost all the 
time, standing only to suckle. 
Fawns follow their mothers 
after about a week and are 
able to run and jump almost 
as well as adult deer less than 
a month later. They chew the 
cud shortly after they begin 
to graze in July. However, 
suckling continues until the 
rut and frequently into the 
winter months. 
The first set of antlers that 
the young male acquires is 
usually devoid of tines; these 
antlers are called spikes. 
Hereafter, maral shed their 
antlers at the end of each 
winter, and new antlers be-
gin to grow within days. 
These are sheathed in soft, 
hairy skin, called velvet, and 
are fully formed by late June 

to mid-July. Thereafter, they 
become ossified, the velvet is 
shed over a period of ten to 
twenty days, and the forma-
tion of the antlers is com-
pleted in early September, 
just before the commence-
ment of the rut.  
The number of tines increas-
es in subsequent years , but 
without any correspondence 
to the stag’s age and the ant-
lers grow heavier and more 
imposing. Maximum antler 
development is generally at-
tained between the ages of 
nine and twelve or thirteen 
years. Thereafter, the ant-
lers decline in the number 
of tines, size, and weight. 
Among the antlers measured 
during the past 40 years, 
the longest were 120 cm, 
the greatest number of tines 
was 22, and the heaviest pair 
were about 12 kg. 
 

-Tehran Times Daily Newspaper
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T
he top United Nations envi-
ronment official has lauded 
Pakistan’s efforts in setting a 
Guinness World Record for 

planting over 500,000 trees in one day, 
part of the South Asian nation’s pledge 
in the global Billion Tree Campaign. 
In the record-breaking feat, 541,176 
young mangrove saplings were planted 
in 24 hours by 300 volunteers without 
using any mechanical equipment in the 
vast wetlands of the Indus River Delta 
in Thatta District, according to a news 
release issued by the UN Environment 
Program (UNEP). The previous record 
for the most trees planted in a single 
day was held by India with 447,874 
trees, UNEP noted. 
The event was part of Pakistan’s pledge 
to plant 120 million trees in UNEP’s 
Billion Tree Campaign, which seeks to 
plant 7 billion trees – or one for every 
person on the planet, with a bit to spare 
– by the end of 2009.With the destruc-
tion of natural forests emitting more 
greenhouse gases every year than the 

transport sector, planting trees – which 
absorb carbon dioxide and store nearly 
300 gigatonnes of carbon in their bio-
mass – is a crucial defense in the fight 
against global warming. 
Mangroves, which are being cut down 
in Pakistan and other countries for fod-
der, fuel and timber, are particularly 
useful in carbon sequestration. In ad-
dition to providing a breeding ground 
for fish and other wildlife, mangroves 
protect coastlines from erosion as well 
as tsunamis. 
Pakistan planted these trees at 800 
acres of land at Keti Bunder, Thatta 
District. The record has been set under 
the following two conditions of Guin-
ness Book of World:

1) Plantation was allowed only in day-
light and was not allowed in artificial 
light
2) Not more than 300 people were al-
lowed to participate in the plantation

The record-breaking event, organized 

by Pakistan’s Ministry of the Environ-
ment, is also part of the country’s activ-
ities marking this year as the National 
Year of Environmental Protection. 
These mangroves would require the full 
attention of the authorities concerned 
to grow during next five years, and af-
ter that they could survive on their own, 
Afridi, Minister for Environment said. 
Highlighting the importance of having 
mangroves trees, he said that they help 
reducing the environment pollution, 
and called them “sea storm protective 
balls”. These mangroves would also 
help country in fighting against global 
warming, he added. 
Pakistan has been particularly active in 
increasing the national forest coverage 
and has set a target of one million hect-
ares of new forests by 2015. To make 
this happen five mega-forestry projects 
have been launched in the country.
In addition, 50 million saplings will also 
be planted during the monsoon period 
this year while 70 million were planted 
in Spring 2009. 

                     
pakistan

Guinness World Record 
for Tree planting
Marking National Year of Environmental protection
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U
niversity of Central Asia was 
founded in 2000 by the gov-
ernments of Kazakhstan, the 
Kyrgyz Republic and Tajiki-

stan, and the Aga Khan foundation. It 
is the world’s first internationally char-
tered institution of higher education. 
The International Treaty and Charter 
establishing this secular and private 
University was signed by the Aga Khan 
and the Presidents of Kazakhstan, the 
Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan, rati-
fied by the respective parliaments and 
registered with the United Nations.
UCA was created to offer an interna-
tionally recognized standard of higher 
education in Central Asia and create 
knowledgeable, skilled and creative 
graduates who will contribute leader-

ship, ideas and innovations to the tran-
sitioning economies and communities 
of the region.
It is a private, independent, self-gov-
erning institution which is governed by 
an independent Board of Trustees and 
led by a Rector. It has three campuses 
of equal size and stature in each of the 
founding countries. Currently, the Di-
rector General of UCA is in charge of 
operations and planning at the Central 
Administration office in Bishkek, Kyr-
gyz Republic.
 

Mission & Objectives
The mission of UCA is to promote the 
socio-economic development of Cen-
tral Asia’s mountain societies, while 
at the same time helping the diverse 

peoples of the region to preserve and 
draw upon their rich cultural traditions 
and heritages as assets for the future. It 
will do this through: The development 
of three world-class residential cam-
puses and facilities in remote moun-
tain communities of Central Asia; The 
preparation of new kinds of experts in 
key fields of development that respond 
to local, national and regional needs; 
The education of a new generation pre-
pared for leadership roles; The renewal 
and revitalization of skills of existing 
professionals in diverse fields; and  the 
provision of practical training to youth 
and adults.

Focus
With the understanding that education 

University of Central Asia
UCA links one of the world’s ancient areas with the global intellectual community to 
provide student-centered, innovative teaching and learning methods, and encourage 
critical thinking and leadership in its graduates.

EDuCATION
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is central to development, UCA pro-
grams are geared towards addressing 
key social and economic issues facing 
the region and particularly, mountain 
communities. To reach the broadest 
spectrum of learners possible, UCA will 
offer a range of internationally recog-
nized academic programs, including 
undergraduate, graduate and doctoral 
degree courses, non-degree prepara-
tory courses for incoming degree can-
didates, and vocational, professional 
development and distance education 
courses for students and professionals 
beyond the three UCA campuses.
UCA links one of the world’s most an-
cient areas with the global intellectual 
community to provide student-cen-
tered, innovative teaching and learning 
methods, and encourage critical think-
ing and leadership in its graduates. 
UCA will also provide unprecedented 
opportunities for research, dialogue, 
and inquiry on the economic and social 
development of Central Asia.
In the tradition of the ancient Silk 
Road that crossed Central Asia, UCA 
creates important dialogue across 
cultures and effective information 
highways to bring the latest academic 
pedagogies and technologies to Central 
Asia, while conveying the rich and 
diverse cultures and traditions of 
Central Asia to the rest of the world.  
 

Campuses: Tekeli, Kazakhstan; 
Naryn, Kyrgyz Republic; Khorog, 
Tajikistan

Facilities: Residential Facilities; 
Library Facilities; Athletics Programs; 
Parklands 

Language of Instruction 
Degree courses: English
Non-degree courses: Kazakh, Kyrgyz or 
Tajik, depending on where they are be-
ing offered
Most incoming undergraduates will 
need some preparation in both English 
and computing. UCA is establishing a 
one-year preparatory program for un-
dergraduates to address this need. A 
three-month preparatory program will 
also be in place for incoming gradu-
ate students. Students must achieve a 
minimum standard in these courses be-
fore gaining acceptance into the degree 
courses.
 

School of professional and 
Continuing Education (SpCE)
The School of Professional and Con-
tinuing Education (SPCE) is Central 
Asia’s first provider of formal, univer-
sity-based, non-degree educational 
programs, offering vocational, profes-
sional development and personal im-
provement opportunities to youth and 
adults. Established in 2006, SPCE is 
UCA’s first operational academic pro-
gram, and has the mission of fostering 
economic development. 

Graduate School of Devel-
opment 
The UCA Graduate School will consist 
of six Institutes addressing the unique 
resources and needs of the region while 
creating a pool of highly skilled pro-
fessionals and decision-makers. The 
mission of the Graduate School of De-
velopment is to foster stimulating and 
innovative inquiry into development is-
sues facing Central Asia, particularly its 
mountain regions.
The first degree offered will be a Mas-
ter’s of Science in Economic Develop-
ment, including a core one-year cur-
riculum in economics, development, 
finance and inter-disciplinary studies 
with a strong emphasis on ethics. This 
will be followed by a second year de-
voted to concentrations in one of the 
following Institutes of graduate study: 
Business and Economic Development, 
Public Administration, and Rural De-
velopment. The remaining three Insti-
tutes: Tourism and Leisure, Education 
Policy, and Environment and Natural 
Resource Management will initially fo-
cus on research, but ultimately will of-
fer specialized degrees.
 

School of Undergraduate 
Studies
The UCA Undergraduate School will of-
fer a four-year degree to instill gradu-
ates with global knowledge, leadership 
skills, and initiative. The course will 
include required foundational courses 
emphasizing critical thinking and inter-
disciplinary approaches; concentrations 
in the humanities, natural sciences, the 
social sciences, and management; and 
research requirements.
 

Distance Education
To further extend the reach of the Uni-

versity, and address the needs of learn-
ers living in even more isolated areas of 
the region, UCA is establishing a dis-
tance education program that will use 
the latest information technologies and 
distance education teaching and learn-
ing methodologies.
 

Humanities program
UCA has designed approaches to inte-
grate the humanities and the study of 
the rich and diverse cultures of Central 
Asia into academic and other programs 
and build on the work of the Aga Khan 
Humanities Program.
 

Music program
UCA has developed a music program 
that will provide unique instruction, re-
search and performance opportunities 
in the rich musical traditions of Central 
Asia. The program will support UCA’s 
academic programs, enrich the cultural 
life of the three campuses and comple-
ment the work of the Aga Khan Music 

Initiative in Central Asia.

partner Universities 
National University of Singapore
German Academic Exchange Services 
(DAAD), Germany
University of Hong Kong
Asian Institute of Technology, 
Thailand
University of Bern, Switzerland
University of Cambridge, UK
University of Exeter, UK
University of Alberta, Canada 

More Information
University of Central Asia, Central Ad-
ministration, Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic 
Tel: +996 312 691 822 
Fax: +996 312 696 029   

University of Central Asia, Naryn, 
Kyrgyz Republic 
Tel: +996 (3522) 5 12 28 
Fax:+996 (3522) 5 12 05   

University of Central Asia, Tekeli, 
Republic of Kazakhstan 
Tel: +7 (72835) 4 41 77 
Fax:+7 (72835) 4 38 49   

University of Central Asia, Khorog, 
Republic of Tajikistan 
Tel: +992 (3522) 22277 
Fax:+992 (3522) 22778 
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O
ne of the significant events in ancient history is the 
conquest of Babylon by the Persian king, Cyrus the 
Great. In 539 B.C., the Persian Army entered the 
city of Babylon, which was then the capital of the 

Babylonian state (in central Iraq). This was a bloodless cam-
paign and no prisoners were taken. Later, King Cyrus of Per-
sia visited the city. Babylonian history tells us that Cyrus was 
greeted by the people, who spread a 
pathway of green twigs before him 
as a sign of honor and peace. Cyrus 
greeted all Babylonians in peace and 
brought peace to their city.
On this great event, Cyrus issued a 
declaration, inscribed on a clay barrel 
known as Cyrus’s inscription cylinder. 
It was discovered in 1879 in Babylon. 
Many historians have reviewed it as 
the first declaration of human rights. 
The Babylonian annals, as well as the 
first section of the Cyrus’ inscription, 
shed light on the religious political 
plight that had angered the people of 
Babylon and why they invited Cyrus’s 
military campaign. Evidently, the 
Babylonian king, Nabonidus, elimi-
nated the festival of the New Year 
and Nebo (one of the gods) was not 
brought into the city, and Bel (anoth-
er god) was not taken in the proces-
sion of the festival. Also, the worship 
of Marduk, the king of the gods, was 

changed to an abomination and Nabonidus tormented the 
inhabitants with unbelievable oppression and forced labor.
The sanctuaries of all their settlements were in ruins and the 
inhabitants of Sumer and Akkad had become like the living 
dead. Marduk, the king of the gods, scanned and searched 
for a righteous ruler, finally coming upon Cyrus’s good deeds 
and his upright mind and ordered him to march against the 

City of Babylon. The angry inhabitants 
of Akkad had revolted but were mas-
sacred by Nabonidus, who, upon his 
return to Babylon, was arrested, but 
nevertheless was treated with respect. 
When Nabonidus died in the following 
year, Cyrus participated in the national 
mourning time that was proclaimed for 
him.
The gods of Akkad were then returned 
to their sacred cities. All the inhabitants 
of Sumer and Akkad, including princes 
and governors, greeted Cyrus as a mas-
ter who brought them back from a living 
death. All who had been spared damage 
and disaster revered his very name.
On this historical turning point, by or-
der of Cyrus, all the captive nationalities 
held as slaves for generations in Baby-
lon were freed and the return to their 
homeland was financed. What took 
place after the victory in Babylon was 
contrary to the standard of the time. 
Based on the inscriptions of the neigh-

Editor’ Note:
Recently the Director of the National Museum of Iran, attempted to arrange a loan of the Cyrus Cylinder to be tempo-
rarily displayed in the National Museum of Iran for a special exhibition. However, citing Iran’s post-election disputes, 

the British Museum backed out of the agreement, PressTV reported. 
“Iran would cease scientific and cultural cooperation with Britain if the UK fails to loan the Achaemenid Cyrus cylin-
der to Iran within two months,” said Hamid Baqaei, Head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Or-
ganization (ICHTO). “Tehran had received a letter from the director of the British Museum Neil Macgregor in which 
the British side expressed its desire to follow the deal and would send a delegation to Tehran to review the deal,” he 
added. “We take this as a good sign that the British Museum can differentiate between politics and culture,” Baqaei 
said.The Cyrus Cylinder is inscribed on clay in Babylonian cuneiform with an account by Cyrus II, king of Persia 

(559-530 BC) and is considered as the world’s first charter of human rights. The cylinder was discovered in 1879 in the 
foundations of the Esagila, the main temple of Babylon. It is today kept in the British Museum in London.

Archeology ARTs & cuLTuRe

On this historical 
turning point, by 

order of Cyrus, all the 
captive nationalities 
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their homeland 

was financed. What 
took place after the 
victory in Babylon 
was contrary to the 

standard of the time. 

Cyrus Cylinder 
“The 1st Charter of 
Human Rights in 
History”
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boring countries (Assyrians, Babylo-
nians), it was customary to destroy 
the vanquished cities, level houses and 
temples, massacre the people or en-
slave the population, replace them with 
snakes, wolves and even carry away the 
soil to make the land barren. 
But here, peace and liberty replaced the 
massacre and slavery, and construc-
tion substituted for destruction. After 
Cyrus, his son Cambyses ruled for eight 
years (530BC to 522 BC) and captured 
Egypt, and as a sign of respect toward 
their culture and religion, he prostrated 
himself before the goddess, Meith and 
paid homage to Apis, the Egyptian to-
tem (Bull). 
After Cambyses, Darius took over the 
throne and ruled form 522 BC to 486 
BC. From 518 BC to 515 BC he estab-
lished peace and tranquility in Egypt 
and also paid homage to their totem, 
Apis. Darius, in his inscriptions, ex-
presses faith in the commands of 
Ahuramazda. He declares “Whoever 
worships Ahuramazda, shall receive 
happiness in life and after death.” He 
calls Elamites faithless, and because 
they did not worship Ahuramazda, yet 
he does not pressure them to change 
faith. Darius exhorts his successors 
“thou shalt be king thereafter, protect 
yourself from the lies and punish the 
liar and deceitful.”
He entreats God’s grace for the protec-

tion of Persia against rancor, enemy, 
famine and the lie. At times, he alludes 
to other gods that may either indicate 
the old Aryan gods who still had strong 

followings or the gods of other nations 
under his rule, for the display of rever-
ence toward their religions. 

Dr. Darius Jahanian

Cyrus’s Declaration
“I am Cyrus, the king of the world, great king, and legiti-
mate king … son of Cambyses … whose rule Bel and Nebo 
loved and whom they wanted as king to please their hearts. 
When I entered Babylon as a friend and established the 
seat of government in the place of the ruler under jubila-
tion and rejoicing, Marduk, the great lord (induced) the 
magnanimous inhabitants of Babylon (to love me) and I 
daily endeavored to praise him. 
My numerous troops walked around in Babylon in peace, I 
did not allow anybody to terrorize (any of the people) of the 
country of Sumer and Akkad. I strove for peace in Babylon 
and in all his (other) sacred cities. As to the inhabitants of 
Babylon (who) against the will of the gods (had/were … I 
abolished) the corvee (yoke) which was against their (social 
standing). 
I brought relief to their dilapidated housing, putting an end 
to their main complaints. Marduk, the great lord, was well 
pleased with my deeds and sent friendly blessing to myself, 
Cyrus, the King, who reveres him, to Cambyses, my son, 
as well as to all my troops, and we all (praised) his great 
(name) joyously, standing before him in peace … 
I returned to (these) sacred cities on the other side of the 

Tigris, the sanctuaries of which have been ruins for a long 
time, the images which (used) to live therein and estab-
lished for them permanent sanctuaries. 
I (also) gathered all their (former) inhabitants and re-
turned (to them) their habitations. Furthermore, I reset-
tled upon the command of Marduk, the great lord, all the 
gods of Sumer and Akkad who Nabonidus has brought to 
Babylon to the anger of the lord of the gods unharmed in  
their chapels, the places which make them happy. 
May all the gods whom I have resettled in their sacred 
cities ask Bel and Nebo daily for a long life … (six lines 
destroyed) and always with good words remember my 
good deeds … that Babylonians incessantly cherished me 
because I resettled them in comfortable habitations … I 
endeavored to strengthen the fortification of Imgur-Enlil 
and the great fortification of the City of Babylon … the side 
brick wall by the city’s trench which the former king (had 
built and had not finished). 
This was finished around (the city), that none of the for-
mer kings, despite the labor of their yoked people, had 
not accomplished. I rebuilt and completed with tar and 
brick … and installed large gates … entrances were built 
by cedar wood covered with brass and copper pivot … I 
strengthened all the gates… I saw inscribed the name of 
my predecessor, King Ashurbanipal.”  

Archeology 59
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Jewelry is one of the most conservative arts, where technol-
ogy and decorative elements prevail without rapid changes in 
time. It is a property of jewelry art that gives us for example 
a great opportunity to find traces of Buddhists elements in 
Central Asia during the 19th-20th centuries. 
One of the many examples of Tajik jewelry is a diadem. The 
traditional wedding crown or diadem is well-known as a 
“Kosh-Tillo” or “Tilla-Kosh” (Golden eyebrows) which has 
a heraldic composition of lion, monkey and turtle figures. 
These three animals are representative of Buddha. In some 
legends of the Buddhist culture, the Buddha Shakjamuni ap-
pears as a monkey, bird or deer. 
Another image of Buddha -monkey is the Blessed Hanuman 
(son of Wind-god, Vau or Maruta and monkey Adjanta). The 
cult of Hanuman spread to Eastern Asia and China From In-
dia. 
The stories where the Buddha appears as a lion or lioness is 
a maternity symbol and is attributed to Mother-god. At the 
same time lionesses symbolizes health or magic. The third 
symbol - turtle is not only one of the images of Buddha, but 
also a symbol of longevity. We currently know that the Bud-
dhist elements in Tajik jewelry are not only products of In-
dian jewelers who worked in Tajikistan during the 19th and 

the beginning of the 20th century, but Buddhist art was also 
one of the processes in the development of Central Asian art, 
because Buddhist culture was one of the elements 
of Tajik history.  Another type of Tajik jewelry 
articles included “brooches-fibulas,” which 
is known as “kulfi-girebon”. Round metal 
fastenings-fibulas are known through 
southern Kyrgyz, Kazakh and Turk-
men people. The Fund Collection 
of jewelry, at the Museum of Eth-
nography, replenished its collec-
tion with jewelry pieces made 
by Kulyabian jewelers. A 
unique collection of jewel-
ry, ceramics, clothes, fur-
niture and other crafts is 
held in Dushanbe, at the 
Museum of Academy of 
Sciences of Tajikistan. 
All historical items, in-
cluding jewelry, were 
collected by a generation 
of ethnographers and art 

Editor’s Note:
The President of Tajikistan, Emam Ali Rahmon, has recently called for the return of a collection of ancient gold and 

silver work related to the Buddhist culture, known as “Oxus Treasure”, on show in the British Museum . But the 
British Museum refutes receiving any official request for the return of the Oxus treasure and at the same time re-

fuses the return of the said treasure by maintaining that such treasures do not belong to Tajikistan in the first place.
 Presently, Tajikistan’s National Archeology Museum holds more than 5000 pieces of historical objects, the most 

significant of which is the 13-meter Buddha statue, discovered in 1966 near Kurgan Tyube, which is now the largest 
one in the world.   According to experts, once Buddhism was extensively practiced here, proof of which is the vast 

number of historical objects with Buddhist roots that were found here. The following article, written by an Art His-
torian from Central Asia, deals with the traces of Buddhist culture in the Jewelries of the Republic.

Tajikistan

Decorative Elements of 
Tajik Jewelry
Traces of Buddhist Tradition in Central Asia

ArtsARTs & cuLTuRe
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historians from 1948 to 1990 (start of the Tajik Civil War) 
including N. Ershov, A. Pisarchik, B. Karmisheva, M. Khami-
djanova, T. Mezurnova and others as well as myself. Most of 
museum items date from 19th and 20th centuries. These ar-
ticles also include the well-known brooches, which were not 
only made of ordinary silver, but were also produced from 
German silver (an alloy of nickel and copper). 
The form of the brooches reminds the observer of a round 
disk that we call “the sun”. Shaped as a rosette, its middle 
has a medallion with an insertion - the medallion is 
decorated with triangles from granulation. Granula-
tion of triangles also covers the edges of the brooches, 
probably portraying a bright sun and its rays.
A distinctive feature in the technology of artistic 
processing of metal is granulation consists of tiny 
metal balls which help to create decorative orna-
mental compositions, giving the artifact a special 
appearance. Soldered over the metallic rays are fili-
gree miniature half-spheres, small in height and 
shaped as rosettes. These can portray planets re-
volving around the sun, or stars. 
Descending pendants on a wicker wire, symbol-
izes rain which gives life to the earth and helps the 
growth of life by creating seeds. The brooche’s cen-
tral insertion was usually made out of coral, because 
this particular stone was symbolically related to the sun. 
Sometimes red carnelian was used, known as “Akik” - it was 
said that, “whoever wears it, lives in constant happiness”.
Brooches, writes L. Chavir, are a typical jewelry article of 
Southern Tajikistan. The most common are the so-called 
“kulfi-girebon”, also known as Kulyabian filigree fibulas. 
These fibulas are sometimes decorated with rare insertions 
of red glass or stones and have pendants made of chains and 
“leaves”. The diameter and weight vary widely: the brooches 
are of various sizes, which can differentiate their age.
The complexity of Kulyabian jewelry is noted in the manu-
script called “Tajik Jewelry” which states: “The peculiarity 
of the Kulyabian jewelry is due to the presence of the round 
filigree brooches, (kulfi-girebon), in it”. The brooch was worn 
on the collar and also worn with beads.
The filigree brooches, in the form of the sun, was not just 

a type of amulet protection that had a clear as-
tral symbolism (related to fertility and brides: 

moon - groom; sun - bride), but also had a 
clear function of protection, because the 

brooch was placed on the location of 
the solar plexus - an important inter-

nal organ. The damage to the solar 
plexus may result in death; this 

notion once again proves the 
depth of the knowledge of our 

ancestors.
Nowadays the brooch-
es are practically out 
of style; the original 
brooches were replaced 
by factory-made small 
brooches, decorated 
with glass - a reminder 
of the familiar fibulas.
Fibulas, as adornments, 

are known from the past. 

Brooches-
fibulas were placed 
on the shoulder on a cloak during the times of Ancient Rome. 
Currently these adornments are known as an indispensable 
complement to the jewelry ensemble of Turkmen people. 
Even now, fibulas are placed on the shoulders of Latish peo-
ple. The use of such brooches can be noticed in other nations 
as well, for example Hungarians. An analogous pendant in 
the form of a brooch is used in India. This fact can be traced 
through paintings of Manjurian and Maisurian schools of the 
18-19 centuries in southern India.
Undoubtedly, in the past, the wearing of such an adornment 
had the function of differentiation of the levels of the society. 
In Indian sculptures and paintings the fibulas are worn by 
their gods. The relationship between such an adornment and 
the Buddhist religion is shown in sculptures from Adjina-
Tepe. On one of the torso’s of devata, from the neck to the 
chest drops an adornment analogous to the brooch - “kulfi-
girebon”.
Findings of the last couple of years include a Buddhist clois-
ter of the 7th and 8th century in Chepivol. This once again 
shows us the accurateness of the words of Chinese historians 
that southern Tajikistan had been home for many Buddhist 
cloisters during the early Middle Ages. This is the reason why 
even today, one may notice the effects of the Buddhist culture 
on jewelry articles, not just in the southern regions of Tajiki-
stan. There still is no answer as to whether Buddhism was an 
official religion of the territory of Tajikistan, but the notion of 
its being very common in the region is already obvious. 

-Dr. Elena Neva; PhD, MA & BA degrees in Art History from Institute of Art, 
Tashkent; Moscow State University & Dushanbe College of Music 

Arts
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Kyrgyz Cinema 
School or Home-Made Education?

Rumors about Kyrgyzstan’s cinema and its 
future have picked up pace lately. Kyrgyzstan 
makes new films, takes part in international 
festivals. But who are they, new Kyrgyz film-
makers? Some of them are self-taught, some 
are graduates of the local cinema school. Do 
filmmakers have future in Kyrgyzstan? This 
and many more questions were put forward 
for the well-known art activist, a film maker 

and plot-writer, Marat Sarulu.
Cinema, as any other sphere of life, has 

always had a fundamental ratio, where 20 
percent work inside the cinema space, wid-

ening its boundaries and 80 percent use 
traditional clichés for the sake of political, 

entertaining and commercial means.
It has not changed a bit since the Soviet 
times, when a few were actually making 

films and the rest were members of the Cin-
ematographers’ Union.

Have you ever received invitations from local schools 
or NGOs to teach a cinema course?
Yes, and a lot, especially in the recent times. However, my tight 
schedule does not leave time for things like that, so I had to 
postpone teaching to winter.
 
What are your teaching principles?
I believe teaching can not be built only on information uptake, 
as cinema as well as life – is an alive, constantly moving, multi-
vector process that can not be put into certain schemes or al-
gorithms. 
 
Do	you	believe	that	one	should	be	born	a	filmmaker?
Pasternak once said that there are no bad poems in the world, 
there are bad poets. We often make this mistake, trying to teach 
someone how to write good poems, instead of favoring the up-
rising of a good poet. It is incredibly difficult, takes time and 
major effort. But most importantly, we should use different 
strategies here and focus on individual’s development instead 
of any technologies. Plus, there is no guarantee for successes.
 
Young	film	directors,	Marat	Alykulov	and	Emil	Jum-
abaev, say that Kyrgyz cinema develops rather occa-
sionally and spontaneously than follow any modern 
tendencies…

This is true, if they mean a state budget cinema. But what about 
private film studious, those are doomed to occasional, sponta-
neous and way noncurrent development. It is natural for “inde-
pendent” cinema, which has always been created out of official 
studios by personal efforts of fringes and cinema lovers.
 
What do you think about national cinema criticism?
We do not have any. Criticism that appears in local press and 
television can not be unbiased, it is often use as a means of 
commercial.  Criticism should be written by an army of profes-
sionals, but as we lack those, directors often take this task.
 
Should	a	director	advertise	films	through	mass	media?
Press should inform the society about real events in the cin-
ema world, and it is fine if it goes naturally without pressure 
from authors. However, if the project is commercial, especially 
narrow-minded, it often goes too far.
 
What	do	you	think	about	the	official	cinema	structures?
We should breathe a new life in it, reform it with account of 
independent studious, young cinematographers. The world dy-
namically uses new digital technologies, which cheapens cine-
ma industry, gives it a new impulse, makes it more democratic, 
mobile and flexible. It is a global process that fundamentally 
changed the film industry’s philosophy. 

CinemaARTs & cuLTuRe
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Languages of four small ethnic groups 
of Tajikistan are on the verge of disap-
pearance -- that is the conclusion of an 
international conference that was held 
in Khorog, Tajikistan on September 28, 
Asia Plus reported.
The conference entitled “Endangered 
Languages and History” was organized 
by the Academy of Sciences of Tajiki-
stan and the International Foundation 
for Endangered Languages and at-
tended by researchers from a number 
of countries of Europe and Asia.
Speaking at the conference, the Chair-
man of the Foundation for Endangered 
Languages, Mr. Nicholas Ostler, noted 
that more than 6,000 small languages 
that are on the verge of disappearance 
have been registered around the world.
“In Tajikistan, the Yaghnobi (upper 
valley of the Yaghnob River in northern 
Tajikistan), Rini (in GBAO’s Ishkashim 
district), Yazgulyami (in GBAO’s Vanj 
district) and Roshorvi (in GBAO’s 
Rushan district) may share their fate,” 
said Mr. Ostler, “The problem of the 
Yaghnobi language is that in Yaghnob, 
northern Tajikistan little more than 
500 people speak this language while 
the remaining 8,000 Yaghnobis now 
live in other regions of the Tajikistan 
or outside it and now do not speak 
their native language.  As far as other 
mentioned languages are concerned, 
they are now spoken by less than 1,500 
people.”
The conference participants noted that 
at the present time one of the main 
reasons for disappearance of minor 
languages is the increasing process of 
globalization.
During the conference, it was noted 
that preservation and development of 
minor languages not only promotes 
preservation of ancient culture, it also 
promotes further prosperity of each 
country, and therefore, countries hav-
ing ethnic groups speaking small lan-
guages should adopt appropriate laws 
for preservation of them.
The Pamir languages are a subgroup of 
the Eastern Iranian languages, spoken 

by Pamiri people in the Pamir Moun-
tains, primarily along the Panj River 
and its tributaries.  This includes the 
Badakhshan Province of northeastern 
Afghanistan and the Gorno Badakh-
shan Autonomous Region in Tajiki-
stan.  Smaller communities can be 
found in the adjacent areas of Pakistan 
where many have settled in recent de-
cades.  Sarikoli, one of the languages 
of the Pamir group, is spoken beyond 
the Sarikoli ridge on the Afghanistan-
China border, and thus qualifies as the 
eastern-most of the extant Iranian lan-

guages.  
Members of the Pamir language group 
include Shughni, Sarikoli, Yazgulyami, 
Munji, Sanglechi-Ishkashimi, Wakhi, 
and Yidha.  These are Southeastern Ira-
nian languages.
The Yaghnobi language is also a living 
East Iranian language.  Yaghnobi is 
spoken in the upper valley of the Yagh-
nob River in the Zarafshon area of Ta-
jikistan by the Yaghnobi people.  It is 
considered to be a direct descendant of 
Sogdian and has often been called Neo-
Sogdian in academic literature. 

Tajikistan

Ethnic Languages,  
Victim of Globalization
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Turkey

Hidden Treasure 
of the MediterraneanKAŞ
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L
ocated 168 km west of the city of Antalya, Kaş (pro-
nounced Kash) is a small yachting, fishing and rela-
tively unspoiled tourist town of Antalya Province. 
Resting on a hill running down to the sea, Kaş was 

one of the most important cities of Lycia, and is now a small 
resort with great historical interest. 
Kaş itself is a quiet pleasant town with its blue sea and narrow 
streets scented with jasmine flowers. Its charming town- cen-
tre has a rocky waterfront, with good beaches nearby. There 
are water sports available in the area, such as; canoeing, jet-
skiing, diving and paragliding, plus cavern diving, which uses 
technical equipment to explore the deep and dark caverns. 
The locals never sit still for a moment, but are constantly or-
ganizing new activities to supplement nature’s existing beau-
ties. Every year, for example, an underwater ceramics festival 
is held, combining diving with art. And that’s not all. Ships 
are even sunk on purpose to give visitors a special thrill!
There are plenty of little guest houses, quiet cafes serving 
home cooking, or small cafe to relax after a day’s scuba diving. 
Kaş has an annual arts festival; jazz concerts in the Roman 
Theatre and the Kiln Under the Sea arts collective have held 
underwater ceramics exhibitions here. Although agriculture 
is still important, tourism is the main source of income in the 
district, which has many hotels and guest houses.
The district has a typical Mediterranean climate of hot, dry 
summers and warm, wet winters, which allows the growth 
of oranges, lemons and bananas. The lowland areas are also 
planted with cut flowers and a variety of fruits and vegetables; 
many are grown all year round under glass. The hillsides pro-
duce honey, and almonds, while at high altitudes there are ex-
tensive pine forests. The weather is drier at high altitudes. 
 

Astonishing World of Underwater
Kaş is one of the leading spots for diving in Turkey. There is 
a diving school, many places with equipment for hire and at 
the port local divers offer courses. If you decide to try diving 
in Kaş you can expect to see a beautiful array of fish and other 
sea creatures like octopus and possibly dolphins, and also the 
wrecks of some ancient ships.
While activities such as drift diving, wall diving, cave diving 
and shipwreck diving normally have to be done in different 
places, at Kanyon you can do them all in one spot. 
“Kanyon” is an area near the island of Besmi at Kaş. When 
you dive in, after the first few meters the plateau ends deeper 
down at a wall gaily adorned with creatures like sponges, 
coral and anemones. Add to this array of fauna the rainbow 
wrasse, goby, damselfish and parrotfish, and you get a full 
spectrum of color. 

Diving Adventure 
in the Deep Blue 

Waters of Kaş



Taking a closer look at the wall, there are also other, 
more shy creatures here: the lipsos (Scorpoena porcus) 
lying on the most brightly colored rocks is so well cam-
ouflaged that it would almost certainly be invisible to the 
untrained eye. Reach down to the bottom of the wall and 
there is a magnificent cave. Scattering its rays into the 
cave mouth, the sun is putting on a laser show spectacu-
lar. And the places where the sun cannot reach are, as 
all over the Mediterranean, even more vibrantly color-
ful. With their red and white stripes and enormous eyes, 
programmed to see in little light, the red coat weavers 
(Sargocentron rubrum) are feeding on plankton. Just 
like them, the cave sweeper (Pempheris vanicolensis), a 
Red Sea migrant, makes its home in the deepest recesses 
of the cave. 
Twenty meters further on, there is a shipwreck, its upper 
portion completely disintegrated, and its iron hull bent 
like fine wire, appears before the eyes. This is the Dimi-
tri, which went aground on the rocks one stormy night in 
1968 as it was about to approach Meis with bales of cot-
ton from Egypt, and later proved un-towable due to its 
great weight. Plunging 40 meters down not so far from 
its destination, it must have faced a cruel blow. 

Diving into the history of the “Sunken City”
Kaş doesn’t show all its cards at once, rather it saves the 
best for last: diving into history at Kekova. Extending 
along an east-west axis directly opposite the ancient city 
of Simena is the Kekova Island, which gives its name to 
the entire area. The Island, and the ancient cities like 
Aperlai and Simena in the vicinity, was struck by a very 
powerful earthquake in 240 A.D. Therefore, Lycia’s cities 
suffered from extensive damage and many buildings fell 
down into the sea. Finally, the whole Island sank with all 
its buildings and so the area was named “Batıkşehir” or 
“Sunken City”. The remains of the rock houses are vis-
ible even today and staircases descending into the water 
are ideal for dramatic images. 
As you wander in the depths, a man-made structure 
catches the eye: an amphora. An amphora is a two-
handled clay vessel with pointed bottoms that served as 
containers for transporting the cargoes of old. While the 
wooden portions of sunken ships disappear within a few 
years as they are food for marine creatures, the cargoes 
carried inside can resist the sea’s depredations for mil-
lennia. 
Kekova is famous for its rich variety of underwater 
amphorae, countless examples of which are especially 
found in the “Sunken City”. The cargo carried in such 
amphorae has been identified by underwater archaeolo-
gists, and the clues obtained yield valuable information 
for scholars regarding maritime trade in antiquity. 
But you don’t have to be a diver to view the beauties of 
Kekova and the Sunken City, because you can also visit 
the area in the glass-bottomed boats leaving from Kaş 
that allow you to see under the water.
What’s more, you’ll be able to see the deep blue of Kaş 
and enjoy its gentle sea breeze without getting wet like 
a diver or having to worry about how much you can see 
before the oxygen in your tank runs out! 

-Compiled by: Parisa Firouzkouhi 
ECO Times Editorial Board
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